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8 the wh le Profit, which the public Favor 
7 may allow to this Treatiſe, is devoted to ſome 
ſerious poor Perſons; it is hoped, that no Books 

(ſleller will be uncharitable engugh to wrong them | 
by a pirated Edition. ——- An Allowance will be 


may think them not altogether improper Tokens of 
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Ils little treatiſe is divided into three 
parts; the firſt of which relates chiefly - 
to the word and work of God in the redemption 
of ſouls by Jeſus Chriſt; the ſecond, to the 

Nats inward and practical experience of this redemp- 

« _ «tion in the heart of the believer; and the third, 

d his outward converſation and conduct with i 

| others. The addreſſes to God, at the end of 
each part, may be read alone, or all together, in 
their order, as one prayer. 98s 


. | Go 2 = 
On this wide and great ſubject, the reflec- "3 
tions, which might have been greatly multi- 
plied, are brought into as narrow a compals as- 
— | poſlible, being intended rather for hints to carry 
| on the mind to farther meditations, than for- 
full or exact meditations themſelves, The tre- 
tiiſe therefore is printed for the pocket, that te 
ſerious chriſtian may find it a little Nmem- 
| brancer with many ſhort errands to his heart, 
ich will neither incumber him to carry, nor 
fatigue him to read, | | 2 
As the author humbly believes, that he hass 
had no other view in theſe reflections, which have Þ 
employed ſome of his ſolitary hours, than the - 
| 22 | | 
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" ploryor a gracious God and the edification of be- 
tevers ; he only requeſts, as the greateſt favor 
he needs from man, that the pious reader will re- 
member him, in return, before the throne of 
grace; that theſe things, of which he hath en- 
eavoured to put others in remembrance, may 
never be forgotten by himſelf, but be felt, ex- 
perienced, and enjoyed, more and more. The ac- 
quiſition of many prayers on this account fram 
his chriſtian brethren is of ſuch value and im- 
portance in his mind, as would make him a far 
8 compenſation indeed, than he has a right 
to expect, for theſe humble labors, which need 
the merey and favor of God, and ws Lindneſs 
and rcd as eve 2 man. 
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© Ort ip a TIRE * 
FHEREWITH Bell T come befine the 
Loud, and bow myſelf before the high 55 
How ſhall I, a finner, approach the qyes of 
lat hat Majeſty, which cannot look upon fig. without 
abhorrence? My iniquities Are, more in humber 
than the hairs of my Read ok my heart, finketh 
within me on their remembrance. il ad 5 | 
us; naturally all inclined to he ro ap 
1 judgment is depray 
. , 2 | 1 i 18 4 ny oy | 
bee a vain ;. and I ſee nothing within me F 
or about me, but what is altogether defiled by. | 
- Bae I have fore proof of that ſcripture, that every © 
Imagination of the thoughts fon, s * is only oil — 
continually, and that from 7/ the foot, even to | 
| " head, there is no foundue/+ 1 in * nature ; 15 only | 
uch 


wounds, 5 bruiſes, and putr of fin. 
How cup I pleaſe G54 Mie Ir ll a 


worm, ſuch a lump of perverſe ungodlineſs, obtain. 
Bis favot 2. Shall I f. leck bo deſerve 1 it by; 


| thaughts? Alas! 1, An bot Tulane ee 
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s en ey of words 
appraach my offended Maker? He regardeth not 
words, but the ſpirit and the heart; and my ſpirit 


| and heart are wholly deffled. Shall I then by 


evil, anddo pe e what, 18 


the experience 


works attempt to render... him ropitious? O 


my Gdad, here Mall I End them! How can I be- 


in to act, before I have begun to think, what is 


right ? How can the exerciſes of the body be pure 
and free, when ſthe fqul is'unbply and enſlaved by 
fin ? And if, from this day, I could ceaſe from 
ſand right, which 


all men tells me is Imgolble; 


Sec rbar will, become of the long black catalogue = 
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hfe, which are 

e againſt me? Hou hall L Wipe off 

tre — * and my l , relpoging the 
art paſt ? 

e | thaſt revealed if, as 2. hol 

and a juſt. Thou. bat 25 that 5 

not ſpare the guitry, And 1 have offended thy 


Spoon an in every hour and every action of my 
| How chen can be faved? How is it poſſible 4 


forme 8 Nea to come ? My anxietię 


5 Bike my fins, mi 2 1705 ſtiy overwhelm me; and I 
Sußht 0 tremble at t 


righteous Jud nt, which 
1K 3 There are but a ir ds s at the 
—_— 1 r en not te of | 
one. O bow ſhall T fler from the wrath to comet 
how Mall 1 avoid et WW hrs, burnings, in which no 
miſer „and of which no 


man cn duk ſtristiy without horror! Lord, can 


fuck 'a nner af 1 zm eſcape! Canſt thou have | 


u 
7 800 eh breattiiggs of the heart when it firſt 
begins to awake, .and live, and feel that there is an, | 
and à curfe in fin, and chat fin, with all its 


vil 
8 F CHAP, . 
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from the heart, as that juſs 
— It is the mo- 
1 | 
of thy own corrups 
batter cries ? O 

y to believe, che 
tidings of his own falvation! 
Thau art a ſinner, it is true; and merey ĩt is to 
ſee, in a meaſure, how great — art. Its 
thefirſt line in the large of humiliation, which 

thou: muſt be reading alb thy He lo But Chriſt 
died for finners ſuch as ther; for finners: dt 
come unto Gad by Rim; for the viteſt of finners' 
that ſee the vileneſs of fin, and. bemoan I asthow 
MK. l the hartot, Mar- 
| perfecutor, Peter che 
ſwenren, has, and denier of Lis Maſter; the” male 

| tlie cxofsy, who had been a thaef:and amnur- 
dever, and ten thaufand more like theſe x amt he ham 


2 


Fon this purpoſe he cams into the world and took 1 


our nature upon him. Hchok it in its 
humbleſt form; and was content to de dern in 4 


ſable; to: be brought up by a. laboring many. 0 le- 
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4 THE CHAESTIANT 


bor with him too, to ſuffer the worſt evils of human 
life, and the ſoreſt pains of human death, that ſo he 
might be an oblation or ſacrifice in the ſtead of his 
people, and render an atonement to the juſtice of 
God for them, Theſe ſufferings and this atone- 
ment are the debt due to the law) and holineſs os 
God, without which; conſiſtent with his attributes, he. 
cbuld not res, the ſinner, but by which he can be: 
both —— er the juſtiſen of him who taketh refuge 
in IEsun. Vea, this dear Saviour having paid the 
Aue to his tranſgreſſions; God is now Farth-! 
fb: ind tro: forgive-him his fins, or rather more 
23 an 0d jo to forgive them than he could be in 


unithment —_— which Chriſt en- 
rams pg in that behal 30% oo} 


f, e 
t Chriſt alſo Brel fipor n earth to full all righite=- ; 
ouſneſs ;/ and he fulfilled it compleatly for his re- 
deemed.” He makes himſelf over to them; and all» 
he hath is theirs, through faith in him. Thus they 


bee a right to call him, what he is, THz Lond: 


THEIR RIGHT BOUSN £85: God is well - pleaſed for his 


hteouſneſs ſake, and beholds every poor ſinner 

o truſts in Chriſt, and lives in him, as unblame - 
able and unreproveable in his own molt. piercing . 
fight, yea, without ſpot, or wrinkle, or any fuch- | 
tking. This .rightcouſneſs is that garment of ſal - 
vation, which covers them wholly, mw TIO: 

ly for the kingdom of heaven. 

Contrite foul, believeſt thou this? S this ney 
news, the very ' goſpel or good news! of God? 
Search :and_ſec.; Read and pray over thy bible, 
and thbu . find, that it is the very voice and will: 
of thy Lord „„O that the fallow, the hard and 
barren ground of thy heart may be ſo broken up 
by lis power, as to welcome this joy ful news, like 


the thirſty thy ade ie we ſhowers from the ſkies }: 


9 CHAT. 


% 
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CRAP. 1. 
2 Diffcalty.in r Mer. 


SE are glad tidings indeed (the foul 1 f 
ſay) to one 1 and heavy laden with fin as 
am, could th und Cnr rightly, and main- 
rained eonftantly, in 2 rr fin 251 the doubt- 
ings of nature. I am therefore earneſt to know theſe 
two things : 1. How ſhall I embrace this mercy. of 
Chriſt propoſed in the goſpel ? And 2. How ſhall 
— 74 the ſpirit and intentions of it in my heart 
life, ſo as to endure to the end and be ſaved ? * 
Ino not how it is with others, but I find my- - 
ſelf very unable, nay, moſt unable when I have 
tie greateſt occaſion, to lay hold upon this mighty 
merey of God; and to reſt upon it, and to make it 
my own, and to uſe it for my conſolation and ſup-- 
— 4 be I * for this with the full purpoſe of my 
; $ and tears in ſecret are kn 
to God. 121 have alſo an evil heart of unbe- 
Hef, which ſuggeſts a thouſand doubts and fears, 
ſometimes of od's willingneſs to fave me particn- 
 tarly, who am ſo very vile and faithleſs; and ſome- 
times of my own reality of deſire towards him, which 
is often dreadfully mixed with the deſire of other 
_ things, and overwhelmed with care, and trouble, 
temptation. O what pu troubles and adverſi- 


hath Sed ew me ow ſhall I be delivered. 
fromthe: Tay! of this death!. 
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, Nature, and Exerciſe of Toicb. 


TDAITH. is the gift and the operation of Gods. 
Itcomes by the Holy Spirit's power, moving and 
ſtrengthening the, ſublimeſt faculties of the ſoul, and 
is really a 2 n, a rebegetting, a revival of life 
from, the dead, Thus the believer is ſaid to be 
Gorn of the Spirit; becauſe it is the Spirit's othce in 
the covenant of grace, and becauſe it is the prom!/e 
concerning the Spirit to all as many. as God ſpall 


call. And thus alſolthe chriſtian is ſaid to be born, 


wot of blood, nor of the will of the fleſb, nor of the 
ill of man, but of GO. beth ts ef 
When this principle of divine life and light is 

en to the ſoul, it enables the ſoul to feel its own 
loſs and miſery, and to ſee its own fin and daik- 


neſs. A man can have no true fight of the nature 


of fin but by this 25808 He is, therefore, in ſome 


ſenſe, a believer before he knows himſelf to be one. 


Faith acts in him, before he can be ſenſible of the 
reflex act of faith. He lives, and ſo he feels his miſery, 


and thenhe cries for mercy. He eries for mercy, and 


then is enlightened to ſee the way of mercy in the 


word of merey. He is next enlightened to behold the 


freedom and bounty of this mercy to all returning 
He is enabled to contemplate upon him- 


of . 


ſelf, and to view the fitneſs of God's merey to him, 


and his fitneſs for it. He is then ſtrengthened tq 
embrace it, as a poor creature who muſt periſh with- 
out it, but who ſhall never periſſi with it. And, 


at length, God's grace ſeals itſelf upon the ſoul, by 


giving a taſte of joy and peace in believing ; inſo- 


much that the poor once drooping heart — to 
24 — * 8 22 8 ay 
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ſay, „I do humbly venture to believe, that Chriſt „ 
died for me, and will ſave me for evermore.“ 
Now, through all the courſe of this gracious 
Fork, which is flower in ſome than in others, ac- 
cording to the will of Gad, there is often much 
doubting and diſputing in the man's own conſcience. 
It is a ſore ſtruggle, at times, to quell the clamours 
of unbelief, and the ſuggeſtions. of ſatan : and at 
laſt, perhaps, the | ſoul embraces the reality of 
God's love in Chriſt, with a trembling kind of 
hopeleſs hope and doubting believing. Theſe things 
often puzzle the underſtanding, and perplex the 
whole will and affections. A true believer is like 
Rebecca laboring with twins, a faithleſs Thau and a 
truſting Jacob; and ſo, like her, > cries out, M it 
be /o ,why am 7 thut! Whereas, if it were not ſo, 
if he were not of God, it would not be thus. 
Nature alone could not ſtruggle; nor can hat is dead 

- ſtrive againſt the ſtream. The bent of nature is RK 
_ againſt grace. So, again, if he were, all grace and 
no fin, he would feel no trouble; for the op - 
tion of grace is to nature and to the fin which is in 
it. And it is a good fign, though not a pleaſant 
feeling, that there is this conflict : It demonſtrates 
the life of God within, 

In this, way, the chriſtian embraces the ſpel. 
He is enabled in hope againſt hope to believe it, as the 
grand charter of his ſalvation. And this very act of 
believing is the evidence within, concurring with 
the evidence of the written word without, that his 

name is enrolled in the charter, and that he is con- 
ſequently entitled to all its bleſſings. 1 

Take heart, therefore, thou child of God, and 
fear not. Thou haſt the promiſe, the power, and 
the truth of Jehovah on thy fide ; and who can pre- 
ail againſt him ? If thou doſt not wholly * 


it 
4 
4 
| 
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erfectly cleared from all doubts, be not 
2 ſmayed.. i os of thy Lord is 
not grounded upon h his own 
ſovereign grace and love. — & 
with chywhole heart; but thou never ebuldeſt have 


- defived this, if he had not wrooght that diſpoſition 


withas thee; He was the Author, and he will be 


the Fimiſher; of all in thee, as well as of all for thee. 
If God did not ſpars: his on Son for thy ſake, what 


will he ſpare befide > Who ſhall, or who can, lay 


truſt — | 


1 the charge of God's eloctꝰ—It is God 


himſelf, with whom there is neither evil nor folly, 
that juſtifieth thee frqm both. Whe can condemn. 


thee Þ—dciq Chriſt, who blotted out thy ſins by his. 


precious blood, or rather is riſtn. 2 in. el ſent! 
thee faviriefs in hs ighevouſbeſs b ne, 


dal to plead for thee as thine Advocite, — never 


luſt a cauſe. Who ſhall'f thee from the love 


et Chriſb? Shall the evils of life, all the- diſtreſſes 


* and all the rage of the devil Nay, in all. 
theſe things thine almighty Saviour will. render 


mee a conqueror, and more than a ror; be- 


cauſe he hath loved thee. O divine words that fol- 
* low! From thine inmoſt affections, from the very 


2 


 ardor and ſpirit of faith, mayeſt thou ſpeak them! 


| Fam porfuaded that wither hub, nor life, no 

wor principalities, nor powers, nor ogy Preſent, nov 

_ * ty re 7 
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II MS: 2 Haase A P. v. 4 74 ' 11 | 
| nd b Num 1 65 2-49 pn EY lk , Nen 
On Communion with the divine Perſons in Jebroab, 1 | 
en i; Fe * 5 4130 1 in 
NURIOUS ſpeculations upon the Trinity 
profit not. There is a fort of knowledge in 
this, as in other things, which betrays: its own - 


falſhood by puffing up the ſoul. Much time hath © | © | 


been -loſt, and many hurtful diſputes have been 
raiſed concerning the mode of the-Son's generation 
from the Father, and the manner of the Spirits pro- 
ceſſion from both; points which have not been re- 
vVealed, and which therefore are not neceſſary to 
faith. It is ſufficient for us to apprehend, that 
there are three perſons in one Jehovah, or ſelf- \ 
exiſtent Godhead, and that this is One; 
that we are privileged to have communion with +. 
theſe divine Perſons in their ſeveral offices of ſal- 
vation; and that, by the union of the Spirit, we: 8 
come into the / grace of the Son, and poſſeſs the 
love of the Father, now and for evermore. He that 
doth: not thus apprehend the doctrine of the Tri-: 
nity, only apprehendeth the phantom of his own ima - 
gination, and is never the better for his ſpecula- 
tion, however abſtru ſe or reſine. 

Of what avail to my ſoul are all the niceſt diſ-— 
quiſitions of men? I want food and light, reali 
3 enen . Tbeſe don thy ward, N Tendo 

afford in plentiful meaſure, hen thy grace opens 
the well-Iafing to my heart. I am there taught to 

pray for that anointing of the Holy One, which” 
mall lead and guide me into all thy: ſaving teat]. 

By him I am both inſtructed and enabled to re- 


nounce myſelf, to put on Chriſt, and to eleave to- 


my Redeemer as my only portion and hope. ine 


THE CHRISTIAN. 


i Ak of God, I am led up to fellow- 
hip with the Father, and to call upon him 
as my Father, ren mine. © my blefſed God, 
my Abba, my Father, my Life, and my All, what 
- haſt thou revealed to my poor ſoul ; and how much 
mate haſt thou done and prepared chan thou 
 kitherto-revealed-ro men, or than men in this 
are able t6-receive! O thou Fountain of unutte- 
- rable blaſſedmeſa, thou unfuͤthomable Heig ht and 
Depth of. love, help me thus to know thee in d 6 


hy precepts to my foul, and fuß. 
. Pra bens the, 34 2 


"Ori r of hid life iv of Se wem than the oe 
whole univerſe of notions ; fer this not only 


Wy * 

* 8 % " . : * * 1 * y . * 

wb 1 : 25 * 5 

> 44 7 ” 

"i 3493: * * n 

„ N | 3 

* * 133 9 . ! i 

Z hs, © - - 4 75 o g 

7 bo” 


11 | is 11 
® „ 1 . Chrif, by wed be *. « 9 
R Hast eg * 
FC 8 1 F 


T7 HO en unfold this 
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days een 
would be che fervanc of all, that he might bes? 


e . —— 


tation, become the greateſt of finners : He bore our 
fins in his own body on Ihe tree ; and Jehovah laid 


nel was a Lamb without ſpot; and the 
FStrong-One off,” laden with inichuties; 
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mortals, of vile apoſtates and rebels, ſuch us 1 
= and Tuck as, without ln, Tand all others for 
muſt have been. 
He took our nature without fin, that be might 
1 'Tf fin had been in that which he took 

himfelf, it would not have been poſhble that 
one; who was equally finful, ſhould have taken 


* off finfulneſs from others. Thus he, who was not, 


and could not be a ſinner by nature, did, by impu- | 


upon bim the of = all, This dear Imma- 


EE: 


to. be ſlain for '#tonement ; and a Scape 


* bear Wen away inte 


A Chriſt he is Immanuel, or God wich us. Whar | 
his name implies; char he truly is. He is 


with us, able to five and to ſucedur, able to- bleſs 
_ and to enliver, in all our pilgrimage from earth to 


heaven. —— alway, even unto th 


And is Frog — 88 Od meek and lowly 
Fefus? and be Kill flo of heart to believe 


it! Shall 1 nk the hanging my head like a bul- 


rum; and ſhall my eyes be ſtill guſhing out their” 
faithleſs tears; with thou haſt promiſed-not only 
the beſt of creatures in earth and heaven, but thine” 
own” bleſſed Self to be with me, who art Lord of 
allT'O:my dear Redeemer, be fo with me by thy” 


ren power, that 1 way” ve deeply ſenſible - of . 
co 


ntinual prefence ; manifeſt thyſelf to me as 


thou SE a nia the works; for I am thine, and 
| 2 


thy 


* 


i 


\ 


3 thy bleſſeg will for evermore. Be indeed, 7 


me and in me of a truth, that 


ed do Warane de * 
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ing to thy name, my Pa my 


N ih 
cthee as one — and draw hay ee £4 
es gf grace, life, and peace, | We whit 
J can — be happy. nor live to thy glory. 
hear 2 anfyer, | for mine e an Apen ches l. 0 
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r behoved: this Immanuel in all ching we 

Ene Uke unto lis brethren 3 2 4 
yn into E. All he ET a 

uk As 12 3 By ſome he ea —.— 


was doing, 7 8 We ou” 


3 1 55 | ALLE 


ſervice. of.. a, cruel king who. who, ruleth. in 
the world by uf king e time appoin | 


1 are the taſks, and: ſad are ths * 
this | tyrant of ſouls., . Jeſus w 7 
again f for a ſign As the Head: of bs 1 5 = 
did this, hs Bi their 7 
dage in himſelf. ue eir order and times, 2 
come 82 out of Fey too, b. the ſtrong hand 
aw — . of . nen le 18 W in n might, 
ore not one o f them faileth., The prince 
* air loſeth his dominion over them ; and, 
"ws gh he follow them like Pharaoh, and chaſe 
them all the Way, he cannot hinder their courſe of 
faith, nor rob them, of their c N 
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„O marvellous love of my Saviour! Was it not 
enough for thee to take up my nature in its beſt 
eſtate, without ſubmitting to a manger, to con- 
tempt, to perſecution, to baniſhment, and all the 
wrongs of men? O how low muſt I be fallen, that 
it ſhould be needful for thee (for, if it had not been 
needful, this act had been ſpared) to endure 
poverty, wretchedneſs and ſhame, that I might be 
| 8 from all! I was in Eg yet, thou 
_ -cameſt to me. Thy grace preached liberty to the 
. captives, and the opening of the priſon to them 
that. were bound. Thy power performed what . 
thy love roclaimed ; and thou broughteſt the 
riſoners from the priſon, and thoſe that ſate in BM 
larkneſs out of the priſon-houſe. I, O wonderfut 
to tell! I, among thy ranſomed, have followed 
thee in the regeneration out of this diſmal Egypt, 
and have taſted a little of the glorious liberty of 
thy children. Not unto me, my dear Saviour, 
not unto me, but unto.thy * be all the praiſe. 
mo wpllowing in the mire of Eg ypr, and in the 
mud of the Nile; I was entirely given up to the 
filth and pollutions of this world, and ſhould hays 
remained 17 5 till 3 _y for ever in its 
woe; unleſs mighty arm wrought m . 
deliverance, ons ſet. me free. | Glory to — 
| Jehovab-Jeſus, thou Saviour all- divine, for mec 
unmmeaſureable like this, for grace and glory vet 
before me, to which there is no end! O how ſhalt 
1 ſhew forth thy praiſe for all which thou haſtdone . | 
for my foul! | ; e "FIOLEL A HET © 
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ARE CHAP. vm. 
04. Miracks fc. 


7E ee but little 3 into the true worth ante, 
3 portance of the miracles of Jeſus, if we look 
na farther than the 3 facts. Theſe indeed 
do ſpeak aloud the glory of his divine Perſon to the 
EF carnal ſenſe of man, and did ſo even to thoſe, who. 
| hated and blaſphemed him; but the grandeur. - 
of his works conſiſted in this, that they were only 
| outward: teſtimonies of the far more noble opera- 
tions of his grace within the ſoul, which were not 
do endure for a time only, like their outward figns, 
Ip but throughout eternity. 8 | 
| He gave fight to the blind, that he might teſtify 


unto men his ſovereign power in giving light and 


» underſtanding to the mind. He opened the * 
FE car, ava he mighrknow, by whom alone the 2 
bear aright the good news of ſalvation, ' | live 

for ever The lame he cauſcd, in a moment, to 
walk, that his people might learn, that they can 


+ , only. move, as well as live him, and that without 


bim they can do nothing. He! cured the foul - 
leproſy of the body in order to-ſhew, that only by 
bim can be. i the far more deplorable leptofy 
of ſin, which covers and defiles the mind. * 
ſiekneſſes vaniſhed at his command, that we might 
- have hape in him, as the only Reſtorer of our ſouls; 
He caſt out unclean ſpirits and ſuffered them to 
poſſeſs the ſwine who thereby were loſt, that he 
= teach his redeemed, that he only delivered 
can deliver them from the powers of darkneſs, 
which being let looſe upon the world, drive them 
+ violettly and ſwiftly down the ſteep courſe of time 
into 


a * „ * a 
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| into. a. gulph of ihextricable woe. The hungry 
multitudes. were fed by his miraculous power to 
# plain this great truth, that he is not only the 
0 Grrer of ſpirityal life, but the conſtant Suſtainer 
and Nouriſher of it from day to day: And he did 
this by ſmall means, that the excellency of the 
n uh be known. to be his, and not in the | 

reatures, however ſanctiſied, bleſſed, and uſed. MM 

winds and waves were inſtantly obedient to 
xs word, that his beloved might rejoice-in him, as 

dhe Stiller af all ſpiritual waves, the tumultuous 
madneſs of this 3 the ragings of ſatan, and the 
1 of all . Theſe ean roar and foam 
longer pleaſeth him; and when they 
8 K it ſhall turn out in che endl 
wo — of ———. The dead were 1 
PE of pr lis and of ends ds 2 
are together in hands. W hate ver 
vas an act of mercy, under which he revealed, as 
2 parable, — leſſons of and love. 
dor 


Fg 


his works proclaimed him to be both the Creds | 


of all, and (what ſeems more 1 to his 

choſen) the 1 and Reſtorer of — 

| "Were 10 246 3 Trl: ay 
| 2 
. 

giv | 

-thes with 

rnd d beste > h all . 
mies and temptations ; he ſiren 


in thy ſoul; he doeth. all. that is done in. 
thee and he will never ceaſe working 
1th to wil will and todo no, nov even when be 
eee ee W 


4 


4 
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mis own own ſtudy gropeth in the dark; and weurze 
thine encellent wiſdlom; but 


influence at once to ſuch as are ic, > 
Which they not on r 
= 

rien in re fot food, and nor 


a +. then, my bieter Teber, abore_ the 


os gene or 58 difc 
. os 1 005 21 1 4s 425 b <6; 
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fervently, my ſoul; righ to apprehenũ 
9 ay, f th 3 


S in fame Meatitds vt 
leaſt, according to my ca 


ity, as they ought to 
be known. Such knowledge indeed is too exegl- 
Wo for or my clouded-faculties of nature; they cans 
to themſelves, attain unto it, I — 
fore. (cok not to'obtain-the' a apprehenſion of the! 
truths, as fallen man can teach them, but as 
doſt teach them. In thy teaching, though the f. 
flance of the truths be the fame, Ver chers 1 2528 | 
difference'from all the teaching of men. Man b, 


himſelf in voin to reach up to the Perception of of 
wart all light in 
thyſelf; and ſendeſt down both illumination and 
bt by thee, 4 
of it, as rang lie 
hey find Sa to 


but feel the b 
made their own: - 


airy words or unproſitable 


and 'wifeſt 


nations, whit 
be found in the be 
of men. O raiſe me 


to — 
Wande 0 mall 1 nt 
only of e 
1 ſhalt taſte and ſee indeed 
s thou art, and that all tife; 
e een are from the. £40 444+ las 1 
in Soi een nu enen: 4093 Nets eget 
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On ihe Word of Chriſt, 
0 OntheWord of | 
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3 OR er, 0 Lord, thy word is ſettled in N. 
ven; and upon earth it ranneth very /woiftly,. | 
De righteouſneſi of thy teftimonies is everlaſting 2. | 
Dive ne underftanding, and 1 foall live. + 
Such is the word, and the end of the word, of m 
; ious: Redeemer. It is called a word, becauſe 
it is a revelation, ;- all words being only the revela-- 
tion or expreſſion of things. This revealed word is 
ſettled in heaven upon the throne of God, is ordered 
dy the Divine Perſons in all chings, and is ſure, 
becauſe ordered by them in a covenant, which can 
e | 
It is a word too of teſtimony, becauſe it teſtifieth. 4 
of my Saviour throughout, either directly by the 
inſtitutions and declarations of his grace, or indi- 
- rectly by the courſes and actions of his providence, 
meeting in one and the ſame. end, which is the 
guidance and ſalvation of his people. 
«©: This word, in the conduct of the Divine Spirit, 
is alſo a word of power, and a fit inſtrument of all 
his work. It is. his ſpiritual ſword, by which, he 
. divides aſunder the ſoul and ſpirit, and gffects that 
_ circumciſion, ot the heart, whereby his people are 
enabled to live no longer unto themſelves, but unto 
God. The operation is painful indeed to the fleſh, 
or to nature; but it cauſeth the ſpirit to rejoice; 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and to give up. its confidence; in 
oy — 3 c 4855 Ga we 
For this purpoſe, then, of teſtifying, for Chriſt, * 
. and of acting by the Spirit in the redeemed, is all 
che written word een and given. Heng | 
' 4 : - 3 - 4s s 
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ſtitutions of the law preached Jeſus and his 


- ſalvation, the prophecies declared the ſame truth, 


the hiſtories are records of God's condu towards 


His L from age to age, the goſpels are evidenees 
of the accompliſhment of all theſe things in Chriſt, 
Aud theepiſtles are explanations and — 8 
of theſe things to believers. In ſhort, all the 
Holy writings relate to Chriſt, and to the redeemed 


in him. Jeſus is the Alpha and the Omega of the 


whole word and work of the Moſt High, '” © 
In this word and its experience confiſt all- the 
wiſdom and comfort of a chriſtian. Here is truth 


without error; ſo that he may read without fear, 


and truſt without danger. All other books, as they 
come from men, have more or leſs of folly and 
vanity in them, and often are looked over with lit- 


tile true ſatisfaction and improvement. But, in 


this volume, grace not only diſcovers ſomething 


dem, but brings new force oùt of old truths, which 
dave charme the ſoul a thouſand times. It diſ- 


dovers the multi form and manifold wiſdom of God, 
uin what he hath ſpoken; inſomuch that, from 
under the veil of one precious inſtruction, another 


and another ſhall ariſe, as the ſoul is improved to 


dear them. Theſe are the ſteps of the kingdom; 
and, the higher the renewed mind can aſcend, it 


3 not only underſtands better what it hath already 


paſſed over, but fees farther and wider into the 
glories yet before it, ans it is raviſhed with unſpeak- 
Tg _ icht in the infinite knowledge and love of 


Ti right underſtanding of this word doth not 


| up, but humbleth. He hath not a true appre- 
| — of its ſenſe, who is lifted up by it in him- 

ſelf. The lowly reader is the only learner. To 

him it is not a word lettered or ſounded, ſo much as 


<a " 
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u living and lively word engrafted. It enters into 
his indo more than his ears, and diffuſeth its weet 
ſavour through all the faculties, ſetting thera into 
delightful exerciſe. for the divine glory. 
The great de th of the word of God. bey. thi 
real chriftian always a learner.' He knows,” that 
16 4 impoſſible to reach the utmoſt of God's wiſ- 
dom. There will be always myſteries to unfold, 
decauſe man's capacity is finite; at the bound of 
Which, how wide erer! it may extend, remaineth 
ignorance. One, who had been in the third hea- 
vens and caught up in ſpirit into paradiſe ixſelf, 
where he had heard unſpeakable words, could ohl 
ſay, when he talked of the divine 'counels, Ot 
4510 'of the riches both of the wiſdom and knowlidge of 
God!” How | unſearchable are his judgements, and £4 | 
 evays paß finding out; He could ſtand on the ſnore 
and taſte ; but all beyond was an infinite ocean. 
The true diſciple; however, knows enough to 
x ts him ſee the vanity and unprofitableneſs of 
all learning and wiſdom (if ſo they may be called) 
out of Chriſt. The ſpeculations of men are but 
froth, and their purſuits but idle labours at he 
beſtz which begin and end in ſelf, and which have | 
no higher object than this preſent evil world. 
The poor fimple Viet be who hath learnec 
| Chriſt and fack bleſſed be God, there are) can 
pity-the _ Jus ignorance of thoſe, who. — p 
- almoſt every thing but God and the proper value 
of their on ſouls. By a logic, far beyond that of 
the ſchools, he hath been led to this concluſion, 
that God is his Father, that Chriſt is his Saviour, 
that the Holy Spirit is bis Guide, that the bible is! 
his charter and his library, that the devil, the world, 
and the fleſh are his foes, that the earth is the 
wilderneſs of his baniſlunent, that heaven is his 
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are engaged to bring him thither, 
"iſe can on — (if at all) 
a keesledg⸗ is 


Hence it is, that the poor man's knowledge being 


I 1 true, though ever ſo ſmall, can ſtand the 


onſet of trials in the world and death at laſt; while 


the learned and knowing, with none or ſmall de- 


of the true — fall into errors, 


ve. Though other know» 


. el 
| | ds ney'-be valuable for the. Purpoſes of this 
. Ie wort, 


et this alone can n for heaven, and 


78 the: 


and hope are moſt principally there. 
And, O thou, whvart the living and life-giving 


wor pitſelf, through whom and for whom all the writ« 


ten word was given, come and poſſeſs my ſoul ! 1 long 
dor nothing, and I would always long for nothing, 


but for thy wiſdom and thee.. O forgive my. un 


& feutled. heart, which hath ſo often taken up with a 
” m e of unprofitable. things, inſtead of being 
olly. upon 
_ the Tooth, and the Life! I can have no reſt, no, 

firm eſtabliſhment, but u « 755 thee. My nature is 
unſtable as n and I live moreover in a ſlip- 
pery world, . Leave, O leave me, therefore, not 


4 to pet, nor to the power of the evils, which are 
| above, beneath, and on every 


fide, Set me upon 


eee e 
h 


"a 


eber 1 3 of. 


ying with their bodies, 
Rota are about to periſh, 


l i in their courſe, or Me almoſt doubting and * 
a the ſubſtantial wiſdom, | 


from „ and which time, or 
rather eternity zeit cannot diminiſh, but will: 


moſt earneſtly to be ſought for 3 
Was whoſe buſineſs and — whoſe citizenſhip, "Ip 


thee, who art the only Way, 


22 


22 


a 


bx 


than death, 


Of his” 
2 Havent — 


ä — or defilement of body and 
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the way, and lead me into the way y everd 
Who is ſufficient for theſe” we but 

thou, who art all-fufficient? How can I, ſo poor 

a creature, hope gither to ſtand or to'*prevail, but 
— _ 5 — * which is made perfect i 

rough that wiſdom) which e bg 

—— by — and that love, which. s ſtronges 

and durable as the days of heaven! O 

Evid, be — my fide, aud then neither my owa 

nor al corruptioꝶ of the fleſh in others, no; 
1 — powers pri: darkneſs,” ſhall be able . 

lg as to hurt me. I am thine, O N 

de me to the end, and ſave me for eber! 
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OUGH: my Redeemer Was to be; and 

A Man of ſorrows and acquainted with 
Maus ow 8 "af dur ig 
1 a rf 957 1.4 5 tran = 
e, an , A token t. 'was 

eres z Fer in his- eg Ferſon, be was. 
Land ef God, without bang 


in 


bear. che eurſe, — 


upon a 


y the 


de any poſſible defect, He was without fiif, from 
dhe manger to the tomb. 


When Suu tried him 

in the deſert, he fount wochiag in him of W uhEe 

therefore” hit 

kad nothing Play hold of, but felt 86 

gon ms 2 — — me ee 

ce ot the cou en 
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| he. challenged them, convince him of in; nor was 
3 any thing like guile to be found; in hie mouths 

All his worde wereiſdomitlelk, and all his aQions 
A puny png n HOON 


12 e * tach a 
8 end 

3 = nities; for, e of Bleed, t 
dest, beczufe it is — with the holineſs. of 
= bis ature, to ſpare he: guilty. No truth, in all 
could be ſubſtituted in the room of finners, whic 

was finful in itſe * this _ only inereaſe 
miute; ſuck an one 


0 br 7 8 14. 210 are to 
et. The required atone- 
1 word, is more than this. But nothi 
the wrath of the 
| E ſpot, or defect o 


2 onde 
22 Wel 


umes, even 
but for 
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of all ages might have, BO faith, a right 
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From ſinner 
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years 
upon earth, and went through all the ftages' of 
human life to manhood ; Which all his eg] 


nee in him. 

And, thirdly, the merit of the ſacrifice for fin, 
and the ſubſtitution. of righteouſneſs for finners, 
required ſome perſon to intervene, or to ſtand be- 
tween. God and finners, and to offer theſe exchanges 
m their behalf. This office is the office ofa ANTS” 7 
who'is a mediatpr between God and 


who muſt op be hol y in himſelf. F. Chriſt 


was this x n N and ſo was ſuch an High 
3 as became us, holy, harml:fs, undefiled, 2 
having an unchangeable 22 to kick Wk he is, 
conſecrated for tuermore. | 
"Theſe are the reaſons of all his labors in ho 
and righteouſneſs : And he was able to merit and 
go through them, being Jehovah in man; as well 
5 52 ſuffer what he did, being man in Jehovah.” 
what a taſk of unparalleled grace and kmility | 


is here! Who could have done ſuch unimpeach- 25 


able works; but he who is perfect in himſelf? 
Who could have done them to render others per- 


fect for ever before God; but one ſo much above 


all created perfection, as to have for others an 


unbounded rr to ſpare? 


Lord, help me to meditate upon thee, and 


upon 
all that thou aft done for my ſoul! O put on 


this garment of ſalvation, this robe of righteouſ- 
neſs, which thy bleſſed hands have 1 
wrought, that it may be my wedding -garment in 


the tay of — TITS, when I ſhall leave the 


world, 
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bred apc account magnified the law of their God. 
It was for this N that he lived ſo many 
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TY and before the on high! 
This is the h of . E 


and ſhining, in Which they walk wi "thee, in in 
glory, and in which I alſo . to walk, unworthy 
creature as I am, both with — and with them. 
O then ſhall 1 Appear without ſpot, or. wrinkle, or 
any ſuch e acceptable to God, all-illuſtri- 
4 in thee! Lord, aubat baft thou avrought 9 ? 
3 ou haſt wrought for me to entitle. me to 
bien; and thou haſt wrought in me to fit me Fa 
eaven; a work, as it ſeems to me, no leſs diffi. 
- og than the other; ſc ſtybborn and vile a 
= and ſo oppoſite to thy pure nature is mine. Par: 
w yel, and with tears of joy I marvel, at all the. 
ſterious wonders of thy redemption, at thy. p 4 
And clear yet un eee Jo 175 at thine awful 
juice rggnified, even by itſelf, at the 
Fa *Eindnefs thou haſt, ſhewn and the mg thou 
= {haſt romiled, at the 8 line of wiſdom 
5 in th . and at the ren ee 
: Yet. before me. I am overwhelmed, 


ſhe , at the weight and e e = 


vine benevolence. Accept the 
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4 / body and; ſoul, all I am and all I U and let 
© ' © them be found to thy praiſe, and honor, and 
| I” ene and dals 0 7 appraring? 
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1 On the Death of Chriſt. 

T2 JEHOLD, and fee, if there be any ſorrow like unto 
my ſorrow, which is done unto me, wwherewith the 


' Lord aflicted me, in the day of his fierce anger. 
No, my Jeſus, never was ſorrow like t 


bine. 
Thou boreſt the griefs of millions; griefs which 
would have ſunk thoſe millions into unſufferable 
woe, Omnipotence itſelf groaned under the tre- 
mendous load, and forced from thy pure and ce 
fett body, not common ſweat (the curſe inflicted, 
with human labor), but a dreadful ſweat; burſting 
forth in great drops of agonizing blood. O what |} 
"a doleful cry didſt thou utter; and who but thy= | 


ſelf. can conceive thoſe to us unknown ant | 
ſufferings, which forced from thy Ae My | 


God, my God, auby haſt thou forſaken me — 
„The won day Crimes and death is 
painful in the ſympathy of natwe ; yet I cannot 
; wiſh that thou hadſt not endured them, nor didſt © 
thou fully wiſh it for thyſelf. Thou waſt con- 
rented to be betrayed into the hands of finful men 
for this very purpoſe. It was by the determinate 
counſel and fore-knowledge of that all the 
parts of this ſolemn event were tranſacted. And 
it is for the everlaſting intereſt of me and of thou- 
ſands, that all the ſcriptures concerning thee were 
thus awfully fulfilled. _ | W 
© Lord, what is ſin, that thou thyſelf couldeſt not 
be ſpared ; when from the . ſouls of thy people it 
was taken off, and laid upon thee ?, Can any thiu;; 
.more ſolemnly deſcribe the. hatred of the divine 
nature to fin, and the ſeverity of the divive juſtice 
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1 upon account it, than, the pangs, the horrors, 
and the cries, of thee, my "Jeſus, thou ſuffering - | 
Son of God? And if Fax 4 wert ſacrificed for fin, 
Vo in thyſeifkneweſt no fin; what ſhall become 
of thoſe, who reject thy ſacrifice, and yet all the 5 
* Wk have —— g but 9 in Wenne 
* —_— pport excruciatin beer, ö 
a wncomforted as thou toy even 1. 
. A 9 It was not in the power of a 
'creature to füfſtain "thine "inward griefs, thine 
_ "outward torments, and the entire dereliction or 
— wn of God, of men, and of nature, all to- 
1 once, as thou didft ſuſtain them, upon 
bo count or motive in the world. But thou 
— 2 "the Whole with dightfied complacency 
And ſatis even for thine enemies, to con- 
Vert Ven! into Friends, and to make rebels a 
| *S. gh with' thyſ⸗ 
. r Kore. * 25 I not turn 
old and ſee, was 
; "Beata thou ſhewedſt 
ple, — — wi Boe afflicted thee in 
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how ſhall 7 and What mall 1 r 
"thee chings? Shan my incredulous heart de 
In Sackipard to Vefteve! If Jeſus died for my 
, ein 1 die tbr them too? If he bore 
Te curfe for my fue, will the juſtice 
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with thee, is a in itſelf of thy g a 
_rection;'and a rmation to their fouls, that they 
are thine own inheritance, and that they ſhall alſo's/ 

live with thee —— I L [ E hy 


Thou haſt trul Ares ay faid, 1 am han 
\ Reſurredtion-and't Life's dat pron beliewveth in me, © 
| though beavere dead, yet fall he live; and whoſatver 
r in me, Gall newer die. Lord, I. 
wis long, and too long, dead to * | 
; thee, ſhut up under the bam of thy law through 
fi, pet inſca6ble, as a dead jy cer af is of all — 2 
: impreſſions, to my alienation and ſeparation 
Tirom os, life and peace, I was dead alſo to my 
own true intereſt and everlaſting concerns, and 
alive only to fin, any to the ſeryice of the lord of 
fin, without perceiv ag bitter tyranny and hor- 
rible deſigns. . fooliſh was 1 and ignorant, 2 
unn leaf before thee. The beaſts indeed fol 
the end of their being, but I did not think wo 3s 
mine. In tender mercy didſt thou open mine eyes, 
that I might know myſelf and wy miſery, and thaCs 
Imight behold ther as the on > as and hope 
of my ſoul. Thou gaveſt me the powers of a h. 
and ſpiritual life; — then I ran towards thee\ 
wick an aſſection I. had never «felt before, and 
4 r 
the power of thy reſurrection, that ſo 1 
no longer live in or for myſelf, but in an 
aud for thy glory. All this was thy work, and 
tine alone. I might as eaſily have created a 
world, a thus have new created myſelf, in oppoſi- 
tion to the millions of hindrances from within and | 
without. No; it was thou, my deareſt Redeemer, 
— — and — ans! 
in the paths of righteouſneſe for thy names ſake 3 
| Iyer dul . am 8 4 
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REMENERANCER »' 
again) 


follow my all the 
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aſtaid, yer ſtill da I truft, and would truſt 
that /arely goodneſs and mer 

* days of my li fe, and that 1 þ 
Lord for ever. ; 

 O what an evidence of thy reſurrection haſt thou 

they: brought home to my heart! Confirmed, as it 
1 - + thy holy written word, it is demonſtratiort - 
itſelf, and is not ta be argued away by all the cor-. 
rupt reaſonings of men. It is a demonſtration both 
af word. and 0 deed, 2 and of life, of unde | 


223 Fa 
5 r= A 1 might Wee a 
firongly.: He was ſuffered to fail in bis faiths 
that my faith, and th of all thy children after him, 


might be improved and confirmed. But the mere 


evidence: of ſenſe can draw no ws. = 3 
"pus of: thy. reſurrection was. i wol by 
— 
5 tor t. Lage to fay, a*# they 
vaten, and y-t have believed. 'Throu hb thy, 
e thy. 


% raved th N e in, 

behieving, wetneſs ' | dip | 

22 of ſoul, ſome holinefs ud fron 
Qefires, after. more, contempt of: this world 
— of of a. better, opting: for death and 
uviers af g tranſparti „are among the 
many proofs, that and liveſt, that. 
2 * and re. Other cheſs proofs. 
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| HOU haſt hana? on high; 4 hat. — ks 5 


44 fig captiue; thou: haſt e er in thy 


human nature, er men; va for ibe 


all ther, the Lord God might dnl ann themy ur 
| 22 they —— an ee Saru e the 


ae e hag b 


it were k fact that was already paſt; becauſe the 
things to dome are, as it were, preſent with God, 
W his holy will, which n | 
accompliſhed in all its >a ag be 

He aſcended with the full merits of his- blood 
and righteouſneſs to the throne of the Hüigheſt, 


Which were a ſweet ſmelling favour, or a ſavour 


| —— i” fleſh, It is 10 onto. rn | as though 


of reſt, to the everlaſting Taxes. By this gra- 


eious aſcenſion, Jehovah is become itious to 
the redeemed, receives them in Chriſt, loves them 


ſor Chriſt's ſake, favours them with his peace in 
their hearts, carries them on by his providence 

and grace, makes all things work together for their. 
good, bears them 5 life and death, and 
_ finally receives them to glory. 

The aſcenſion of Chril brought down * from 
above, and, as the greateſt of all, the preſence; of 
the Holy Spirit, for his people. It was thus expe- - 
dient fer them, that he went away from the we 
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for if he had not cafried up his merits before the 
throne, the Coxronx rea could not have come 
down t& have led them into alt the truth of God 
aud of Chriſf, and to have made that" truth effec-" 
tual in their ſal vation. By his — — they 
are mou to believe, and are kept in believing to 
tend! anon wet 1 e ene 
]j]e tus aſeended likewiſe to prepare a place for his 
choſen. In a ſhort time, they are to be diſmiſſed 
from wretched houſes of clay, ſtanding in the 
waſte wilderneſs of this world; ànd then they are 
to have in heaven manſions of beauty and glory, 


fitted and furniſned by Chriſt himſelf. They are 


to leave their bodies, defiled as they are through - 
out by fin, and to put on ſome ſpreitual fabric, ap- 
inted for them, in which they are to remain with 


kriſt and the bleſſed, till the final conſummation 


C 
O what gifts, my bleſſed Redeemer, haſt thou 
ocured and purchaſed for my unworthy foul! 
What haſt not thou brought ; Wop 
time, and of promiſe for evernitys 20 me and to 
helpleſs finners like me! Vea, thou haſt gi 


| given 
thine own ſelf to thy brethren, that in thee they 


+ 


might be given up to God, and like thee be a 
ſweet - ſmelling favour, 1 tho thy merits 
HT, What can 


to the higheſt heaven. O what 
I, render for mercies like theſe ! I can give, poor 
as the gift is; only my heart and ſouł © thy dear 
glory and I would not, - furely I would not, re- 
in theſe. Yet I cannot offer theſe, ſo weak and 

fo” corrupt am I, without the affifance of thy 
ſtrength. - Favour me, then, more and more, with 
thy -gracious power, that my affections may be 
conſtantly mounting upward, longing for the place 
of my everlaſting reſidence, and counting all things 
S | worſe 
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I pray (ſays the gracious Redeemer) that abey all 
may be one, as thou, ather, art in me, and I in thee; 
that they alſo may be one in ut: and the glory _ 
thou gaveſt me, 8 given * that they may 
ont, even as we are one: 1 in them, ans zh p96 

that they may be made: perfect in one. 
— +«Owhat a tranſcendent height of is chis, to 
which ſuch creatures as m ſens, believing in Jeſus, * 
ſhall ſhortly be raiſed! hat mind could have 
been ſublime enough o much as to have thought 
of theſe wonders, if the Lord of glory mme had 
not revealed them: 13 

The glory of Chriſt is not like to the airy phans - | 
tom which men call glory, but bath everlaſting 
weight and ſolidity; it not only ſends forth gh 
but is light: and all that can be conceiy 
f 22 excellency and bliſs, meets in this glory, 

as in its ſole and fi ſtantial eſſence, The believer,  * 
therefore, is ſaid to enjoy in Chriſt an uu] t 
e weight of glory — exceeding all conceptibm. | 

e ge 2 men 4 
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= "THEN the high-pried;: ents 3 n 5 
ite: her carried the fume 


the moſt holy 
of. the ſweet incenſe: and the blood of the fin-offer- 
ing with hiw. The fume was to cover the merey- 
ſent unon the.ark, of teſtimony, andthe blood was- 
the interceding office of the High-Prieft f . 
dur ptoſeſſian in the holieſtiof all. He is entered 
3 — — hath mada 


a perfect atonement far his people, and with his 
own rightcouſneſs, ee c- x a any 


m—y 


for me, and for all poor . who come unto: 
Sad by r 
4 excallent. perfection wouſneſs, filling, 
| — mfr that, 
b —_— —— Weave — 
* who cometh. unto. Goch 


? _ — _—_ bewaik the 


the GENT 
, his help 
— 
- cert to: as 18 at 8 
or Advocate, one a thouſand to ſbew unto bim - 


. bis. pry gracious unio bim, and _ 
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found a ranfom. Then 577 foul ir bong br back frine 
. „and enli ich the light wof the l#ving. 
ur Ae Hur nature, cax be 
rtuncen of bur Tufirmities, though | 
without their fin ; Ky is able to ſave us to the 
 uitermoſt, or for cvermore, ſering he euer liveth to male 
"interceſſion for ur. O that I may come therefore 
boldly, with liberty of h and with confidence - 
of heart, to the throne o grace, that I may obtain 
the mercy | wank, and grace to help in the 
time of my need! 
Bleſſed Lord thou haſt ſhewed me what thou 
haſt done for me on earth, and what thou art now 
doing for the intereſts of my ſoul in thy kingdoms 
Thou ſetteſt before me, in both reſpects, the motives 
of the moſt ſure and ſtrong conſo olation ; ſo that, 
in thee, II have the fulleſt afſurance of faith 
and of hope. 
7 — 8 or we effetual 
er, reaſon upon theſe motives, 
ut 1 act nagtal — Aiken, may conclude 
for my mind thir they are true, but I mall not be 
able to apply their fweetneſs, ſtrength and truth to 
== Lord, take chy poor fervant's cauſe into 
own hand ; plead it for him in the court of 
heaven, urge it upon him in the court of his-awan 
| -odnſcietice'on earth; let him feel the comfort of 
both in all the forrOtvs of his prefent ſtate,” ſo that 
10 trial nor outrage from his enemies may be able 
o , o his confidence in thee. 4 
h chou ut in heaven, my Jeſus, yer bon 
nr Lam and whereof I am made; 


O work, if it be thy will, this rich 


' thou'*remedhbereſt; "that 1 am but duſt. OG ee. _ 


* me not, neither forfake me; left" IT, 
Without any thing elſe, and ES my WE: 
_ with ten thouſand evil ones beſide, draw 7 
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off from my only true hope to ſome. wretched, 
fſtupid, corrupting refuge of lies! Intercede for 
me, as for Peter, that my faith fail not. He 
needed an advocate not more than IJ. O thou, that y 
_ didft plead his cauſe with everlaſting ſucceſs, plead 
and take care of mine; that I, together with him, 
and all the clients of thy grace, may-rejoice in thy 
goodneſs to my foul, aud eſs thy holy name for 
re of, 035 
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* bi. awas manifefled the feve of God towards 

, becauſe that God /ent his only begorten Sen into 

| the world, that we might live, through him. We 

"could have had no life but through the Redeemer; 

"and we could not have had him but through the 

tender love cf the Father. Nothing more forcibly 

Lean ſhew the love of God towards us than this, that 

he ſhould give up Chriſt to the deepeſt humiliation 

and ſufferings for our reſcue and redemption. Had 
'* there been any poſſible; method of ſalvation beſide 

© this, conſiſtent with the divine attributes; ſurely, 

= , the bitter cup would have 1 away from t 

| bleſſed Jeſus, and God would not have permitted 

him to drink it. But God did not, and therefore 

Could not, in this cafe, ſpare his Son, but delivered | 
bim up to death for our ſakes; and thus, in a moſt 
admirable manner and degree, . commendeth his l 

| Zoxvard; us, while we were yet nners, who therefore 

as fuch could have done nothing to deſerve it. 

 Hirein is lows; net that we Jeved Gd, but that: he 
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| Hed us, and ſent his Sou to be a propitiation for ou 


All chis enſued according to the covenant of 
grace, which was ſettled between the divine Per- 
ons upon the throne of heaven; and when the 
Lord Jeſus was ſacrificed, then was this covenant 
ratified and Cd; org himſelf 
therein, and through the divided fleſh and ſpirit of 
the Meſſiah ſatisfying his law and juſtice for the 
- remiſſion of fins, 3 
By this new teſtament in the blood of the Sa- 
viour, his people are not only admitted into fel - 
lowſhip with himſelf as their brother, yea-as fleſh 
of their fleſh and bone of their bone in more than 
eſpouſed nearneſs ; but they are alſo entitled, by a 
gracious right, to approach unto God as their fa- 
ther. They are adopted into his family ; and the 
Covenant, eſtabliſhed in the hands of the Mediator, 
is the ſeal of it. Hence, they are no more ſtran- 
gers and foreigners, and much leſs ſlaves and ene? 
mies, but ſons and heirs, children and heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Chriſt Jeſus ; and ſo when 


they look up and pray, they do not take God's 


name in vain and ſpeak falſely, when they call Je- 
hovah himſelf, Abba, Father ; but they utter what 
they have a right and privilege to utter, and what 
the Lord delights to hear. 

O my ſoul, thou canſt not be in a ten thou- 
ſandth part ſo ready to be joyful in this matter, as 


thy God is to rejoice over thee. If he Oy | 


gard-thee ſo much when thou wert dead in 

. denination and an alien, as to give up his Son for 
thy fake; how much more, when thou art recon- 
ciled by this very means, will he pour forth His 


compaſſion upon thee ? If he was kind to thee, 
7 he ſtood as thy Judge, and ſmote thy Sub- 
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; for thy figs ; will he, can he, ceaſe. to be 
Kind under the character of thy Father, thy mer» 
_ eful. and gracious. Father, in Chriſt Jeſus ? — 
Lord, remove ſo wieked a thought, fo diabolical 
a notion, of unbelief from my mind! Tis treaſotr 


ainſt thy love, thy juſtice, thy truth, and all 
4 th 


attributes in thee, which are the ſhining rays 


2 to harbour ſo foul an opinion: 


blaſphemy” of hell. Holy Father, drive by. thy: 
Spirit ſuch baſe and abominable ſuggeſtions from 
my beart; and let me claim the privilege of 
my W 0 me call myſelf thy child, though: 


an un child, and honor thy faithfulneſs. and 
2 dalle in the ſenſe af thy! nearneſs and 
othee “! 


When my ſoul np moſt aſcent to this its proper 
ation; pry thy time and the things of time are maſt 


3 under wy beer, the world and all its buſtles annoy 


me leis, and I can look down from the hill, ſeeing 
- "the pu my and pitying the follies, which carry 
men away from God, and too. often drown, Auer 
„ FF. 


© AP. XVII. 
: Th Love of the S1RIT. f 
eee Sit ia have, 3 


the Spirit is God. He manifeſts himſclf as the 
God af love, by i and be fuck, 


| lane 3s any. God. hindif could bare, and from: 


The Holy ex ag as one of the parties in the 
everlaſtza a in A his ee | 
eeuerlaſt- 


x ten A, 
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everlaſting love. By him alſo they are made ſen- 
fible of the love of the Father and of the Son, when 
| he ſheddeth forth his own love upon their hearts; 
for it is He, who enables each of them to cry, . 
Abba, Father, under the taſte of his merey, and to 
ſay to Chriſt, 7 hou art my Saviow, my Lord, atil 
my God, in the rich experience of his grace, With- 
out the love of the Spirit, as they could not know, 
bo they could not come up to the love of the whole 
Trinity; for by him alone i is hed abundantly 
upon all that are his, both in earth and heaven. 
If I were left to love God by my own fallen 
powers, and had not the continual help of the Spi- 
kit of love ; 1 fhoald fear, that I do nothing 
ſoon but hate him entirely. The c mind . 
mity itſelf againſt God; for it is not ſubje# to the law 
"God, neither indeed can be. The law of God is the 
ove of God; and ouly by his Spirit can I delight 
therein, and then only after the inner man. Hence 
it muſt follow, that, «f any man have wrt the Spirit of 
3 be is none of his. Without him, every man 
ni. * 5 | 
© how de then am I indebted to this divine 
Agent, for taking up his holy rofidence in my un- 
worthy ſoul! What loving kindneſs and in 
| have I not felt and enjoyed by his bleſſed power 
. within moe! | 25 
Hl is it, mu whom the heaven of hea- 
 vens Cannot contain, d vouchfafe to take up 
- his abode in a poor finner's breaſt? What marvel- 
lous tove is this, that He ſhould ſtoop: to dwell 
Wich one, whoſe heart hath been the reſidenee of 
the evil Spirit, and the cage of every unclean bird? 
Surely, it . maſt be infinite love, which evuld 
- cleanſe fo unholy ps” and keep it a | 
TREE t%, 4 m- 
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himſelf againſt the manifold attempts to pollute it 


on every ſide, 


Whatever I may loſe then, O * bleſſed Spi- | 
rit, may I never loſe the love of thee) The loſs 
of fame, of riches, and of all.things here, are but 
of ſmall account in themſelves, and can ſoon be 
made up by thy power; but the loſs of thee 1s the 

loſs. of more than life itſelf, che parting with the 
very anchor of my ſoul, and Nl adrift 
into a dark ocean of doubt and deſp O then 


forſake not thine own, who could never have been 


thine but from thy mere love and bounty, and 
perfect all the work of grace in me, that, before 
men and angels, 1 may give anne e that 
_ 1 am est NR 


0 HA 7. VI. el 
3 22. Work of the 3 WY Ne 5 


q UE nature of man, 3 the fall, is at 
and prone to evil; nor can it raife up itſelf 


Mp ths | th the defire and enjoyment of heavenly, things, but 


rather ſhuns and abhors them. It ſavonreth nor 

_ things. that be of God, but AG rat be of 
of the world. 

"Ms. as whatſoever is born of the fleſh. i is fleſh, 

and as ſleſh and blood cannot inherit nor even 


| . : know, the kingdom. of God; it is not mar vellous, 


that Chriſt ſhould. ſay, 7e- muſt be born again, or 


plain neceſſity proved by the caſe of all men; for 
no man ſeeks ang knows Gal by his own, naturgl 


Dn . n 


— 


that it is abſolutely neceſſary for a man to be r- | 
b in the Joirit of his mind, before he can  Appre- 
hend or enjoy the things of God, We ee this 
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wer; and every one, who doth knew him, 
cely confeſſes, that it is by grave alone he ob- 

| _ tained that knowledge. ; 3 
The firſt work of the Spirit, then, in a finner is 
1% 2 * new birth unto righteouſneſs.” As this is the 
1 Spirit's office in the covenant of grace, ſo believers 
10 under it are ſaid to be 30% ub Spirit. This is 
1 rheir entrance into the knowledge of themſelves 
and of God. They partake a new life, with new 
functions, faculties, and affections, which life is in 

all things oppoſite to the carnal life of their falten 
nature, and creates, from the time of its birth, a 
eonſtant warfare in them agaiaſt the being and 

, *power of evil. | * 
| — As chis regeneration in its effence is the ſole 
Work of the Spirit; ſo is it alſo in all its effecto. 
When the chriſtian begins to five ſpiritually, he is 
foon enabled to think and act ſpiritually. Aud as the 
views and objects of this life are out of the ctea- 
ture, and reſt in God and in Chriſt; the 

mt leads up the heart to a dependence on the 

vine Perſons for the attainment of them. This is 


_— IE. > : 


faith: And thus it „ that it is the gif and 
the oper ation of the Spirit. „ e 
3 By this faith, the chriſtian defires, and atains Ml 
p 1 what he deſires; By this he prays, and hop-s, ane 


waits, and expects: By this he wreſtles againſt fin; 

oF ane fatan; and the world: By this he Lochs with a 
erp at drag and beh6tds thoſe 
KF  @&4clightfu] realities, Which are. invifidle to ſenſe: 
1 By this he knows himſelf to be ach of God, and 
the purchaſe of Chrilt.: By this he ſees a glorious 
- immortality provided for him, and longs often to 
5 enjoy it: By this he ſuffers the will of God, as 
. well as obeys it, knowing that it muſt work together 
| for his good: By this he welcomes death "iefelf, and 
Rk EY —_  -obrains 
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8 the victory over it through Jeſus Chriſt his 
Lord. All-this work of faith is carried on by the 
 effectual agency of the Holy Spirit. It is an ac- 
tion upon the ſpirit of a man, which none but 
the God of ſpirits either would or could perform. 
He is called be Spirit of Chrift, becauſe he not 
only. is one with him in Jehovah, but alſo takes of 
the things of Chriſt and ſhews them to, his people. 
Thus, where this Spirit dwells, Chriſt is faid to 
dwell, ' becauſe of their inſe rable union. If. 
Ehriſt dwell in our hearts by * ith, it is therefore 
becauſe the Spirit of Chriſt {4 in us, and God is in 
us of a truth. It was the. Spirit of Chriſt in the 
apoſtle which enabled him to ſay, I live, yet not 1, 
but liveth in me; and the lift which/ Jab 
dive in the fleſh, 1 live by the faith of the Son of God, 
.auho loved me and gave wy Alte . | 
; To thee, N O thou AY Spirit of truth, 
| | and by thine own, power, do I look up for fait 5 
ond hope, and for the increaſe of faith and hope, 
and every bleſſing! 0 work in me to will and to 
do what is right; for, without Thee, I can nei- 


their will nor do any thing but evil. I am all de- 
pravity; but Thou art grace / itſelf, and the God 
>, of all grace. I am we neſs, inſtability, and want; 


but thou art everlaſt Strength, the Rock of 
ages, the Fulneſs which filleth all in all. I have 
nothing, but thou haſt all things. O behold 
thy poor ſervant, whom thou haſt made will- 
ing to ſerve thee; and let all the good pleaſure 
of thy will be done in me and by me. Abate my 
pride, ſubdue my unbelief, mortify my * 
tions, ſtrengthen my ſoul. All that I need, 
ly, according to thy riches in glory b Chriſt by: SZ 
= ur. So ſhall I be ſtedſaſt in thy ſtedf ſs, lively 
* oy life, . in * power, faithful in h 
- grace, 


* il 
* 
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grace, wife in thy wiſdom, holy in thine holineſs, 

happy in thy love, perſevering to the end in thy 
care, comfort, and preſervation, O who. and 

what am I, that thou haſt. ſo tenderly brought me 

| hitherto; when, like millions around me, I might 

have been juſtly cut off, and left ſilent in dark- 

- neſs? Help, O help me to adore thee, and to teſ- 
tify of thy goodneſs and grace, in heart, in lip, and 
in life, both. now and for ever! 22 


Oz the egal Obligation of Believers to the three 
e Perſons in Jehovah. | 


T3 is an error to ſuppoſe, that we are indebted to 
one more than another of the divine Perſons ; 
for their love is but one and the ſame love, as their 
eſſence or nature is one and the ſame ; and there 
could not exiſt ſuch a difference or inequality of 
kindneſs to men, unleſs there was ſuch a difference 
or. inequality in themſelves, as would not ſtand . 
with the unity of their Godhead. | 
The love of the three Perſons formed the 
. covenant of grace from everlaſting, in which 
| oy were equally and undividedly concerned ; 
and though the fulfillment of this covenant had 
_ neceſſarily an order and diſtinction, according to 
the ſeveral engagements of the three diſtin Per- 
ſons, yet the mind and will of the Godhead were 
but one, and the object of their power but one, 
135 even Jabovab's glory in the ſalvation of ſinners, 
TIbe Father loved, and concurred in the re- 
diemption of his choſen by Chriſt ; the Son loved, 
and bore their ſins in their nature, glorifying in 
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that nature all the attributes of the Godhead ; the 


Spirit loved, and. engaged to make effectual the 


| Whole plan, by fitting the heart to receive, and by 
carrying to the heart the benefits of eternal falva- 
tion. Thus God was in Chriſt, reconciling the 
world to himſelf; Chriſt ful filled all that was given 


him to do; the Spirit enkivens, enlightens, and 


ſcals to the day of redemption. This is a bleſſed 
_ myſtery of faith, which (however om in the 

ſcriptures) can only be truly underſtood in the 
courſe of a gracious experience. No mere notions, 


and eſpecially of the carnal mind, can poſſibly reach 
at | g 


© "What « bleſſed thing is it to believe and to know, 


chat the wiſdom, will, and affection of all the 


Perſons in Jehovah are concerned in the ſalvation 


„ of every poor ſinner, that*repenteth'? What a con- 
dence of ſpirit ought not this te inſpire in the 


children of God! If their Lord be thus engaged 
and conecrned for their welfare; how can any of 
them be loſt, or fait of what he hath prepared for 
them © my ſoul; rejoiee in the: love of the Fa- 
ther, Son and Spirit, who hath done ſuch great 


things for thee, and who will yet do more, yea, 


more chan eye hath ſeen, ear heard} or entered 
jnto the heart of man to believe. To this ox 
Sos de glory. Amen. Hallelujah? _ 


„ 


* 


\ 


wo ao 


REMEMBRANCER. 45 


CHAP. XX. 


#136 yo6} wt ea by: 
On the particular Defign and Uſe of the ſeveral Holy 
e e Bhs: e | 


2 LESSED Lord, thy word is a lamp unto 'my 

LD feet, aid a light ane my path ! Without this glo- 

_ ©. riou8revelation, I muſt have remained, as I was born, 

a poor, helpleſs, hopeleſs, and miſerable ſinner. 

By this is thy ſervant taught the order and ex- 

| cellency of thy firſt creation, when man was made 

\ _ {in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, and lived there- 

tore in tranquillity and peace. Hence I learn how 

he fell from thee, and, in falling, became ſpiritu- 

ally dead and cut off from thy life in his ſoul; 

- while his body received the ſeeds of diſſolution, and 

began to die, from that very hour. I alſo am in- 

ſtructed to ſee thy mercy, proclaiming a Redeemer 

in the midſt of thy juſtice, which otherwiſe muſt 

c have deſtroyed, or made wretched without remed 

my whole race. Thou ordainedſt a covenant' by ſa- 

. crifice with the firſt þelievers, ſhewing thereby in 

type and ſhadow the great atonement of Jefus 

- Chriſt, who, by thine. on everlaſting covenant, 

| was tbe. Lamb fiain from before the foutdatiin of the 

world. By faith in this propitiation, they offered 

up their ſpiritual facrifices, when they preſented 
before thee the appointed creatures ;, and according to 

this faith they died, not having received the promiſes, 

ut having /een them afar off, and wvere perſuaded of 

them, and'embraced thim, and confeſſed that they mu re 

= | ftrangers and pilgrims on the earth. T & 

8 By. this holy word I. alſo learn, how, for 

dreadful ĩimpieties of the old world, thou brought- 

eſt on a flood upon the earth, deſtroying all 1 
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| Kind. but- the ſmall remnant of one family My 
eyes have ſeen abundant teſtimonies of this truth, 
within the bowels as well as upon the face of this 
n in beholding, what once lived upon the 
urface at great depths beneath, and what once in- 
habited the ſeas upon the tops of the higheſt 
mountains.” . 


By-thy bleſſed record 1 underſtand, that thou = 


. : 1 a covenant 8 Abrabam, and the 


other-patriarchs, promiſi — wo * 
ook Crd: has Ralf Fuffer dr of 
ſpring to go down into Egypt, and broughteſt 


them u P that by this 
| (thou might A 


e . 

. S Nd hong 

| the fouls of all men by nature; and thy v 

. ations of /frael were likewiſe repreſentations of 

donduct in grace towards all thy redeemed. Thou 
cr to tha doythy ppl fe he work nd 
ſendeſt them forth from their —— to become ſo- 

-Journers us in 2 wilderneſs, ane to fark a butter d 


; Pp and a bexvenly. 


Thou didſt appoint all the rites- and ceremonies | 
of theholy law to ſhew forth the Saviour's love, life, 


and death, till he ſhould come. y are tively 
| ies, and wife memorials, of whatihe was to 
und to do, ns to ſuffer, falvation of 
finners, nd, but : could have 


© romtrives ſuch «long erin of myſterious-rruths, 
which were all to be tulfilled; no power, but thine, 


cCœould have cfiabliſhed- und accompliſhed them all 


from age tp age; no love, but thine, could have 
© —= at fo an expenCe, as the 


e- 
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In this, ſacred volume, I further read the con- 
duct of thy providence, in preſerving the choſen 
remnant, in puniſhing the ungodly and pro- 
tane. The hiſtories of men are compoſed by pre- 
judicez and are full of falſhoods. at in 

my own time 1s fo differently repreſented by differ- 


ent men; nay, what I have ſeen myſelf hath been 
fo varioufl n and underſtood by others; that, 


were we alike · minded to report the truth, our mif- 
apprehenſions and errors are ſo many, that by them 
the ſame facts would ſcarce appear to be the ſame 
things. But thy record is faithful and true, and 
ſpareth not the faults and evils of any man, neither 
of thy choſen peop'e as a nation, nor of thy deareſt 
children as individuals. Here I ſee thy conſtant * 
love of holineſs and hatred. of fin. Here I read 
OE great leſſons of human infirmity, and max 
ſtrong proofs of thy forbearance, thy juſtice, or th . 
merey. O let me, while I read, remember ant 
In this book of books, I am alfo inſtructed by 
arge and various prophecies given forth in deep 
and myſterious words thy holy prophets thou 
haſt indeed ſpoken at /undry limes, and. in divers 
manners Or figures; but all their prophecies, whe- . 
ther by ſymbol, type, viſion, inſpiration, or voice, 
declare but one final purpoſe, even the falvation of 
fouls by Jeſus Chriſt, His teſtimony was the verx 
liſe and ſpirit of all their predictions. CA | 
By other parts of this bleſſed volume, I am edi- | 
fied and buiſt up in my moſt holy faith. The pa- = 
tience; and ſelf-renunciation of Feb, under thy viſi- =; 
tation, inſtruct me in the way of thy righteouſneſs,” 
The Proverbs or Sanilitudes, full of myſtic ſenſe” 
under moral ideas, teach me to look unto thee for 
EE ee ee eee ee 
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I am convinced of the vanity and vexation of all : 
| worldly things; and, by another, of the myſteri- | 
ous height and depth of the love of Chriſt, I am 
alſo taught what to fing and how to ſing of thy 
wonderful praiſes, by words, which thine own 
Spirit hath revealed, which millions of thy chil- 
dren have graciouſly communed with, and which 
infinitely exceed all the compoſitions of men. They 
are words, full of prophecy and vigorous ſenſe, 
and full of joy in the faithful foreſight of the pro- 
phecy fulfilled. The love of Chriſt is the ſub- 
ſtance, the form, yea, the very life and breath of 
all thy holy pſalms. ' = SA] 
In thy gracious goſpels, dear Lord, I amttaught 
- © the accompliſhment of every {myſtery and of the 
great work of ſalvation, covenanted and foretold, in 
the perſon, life, death, reſurrection, aſcenſion and 
interceſſion of my Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
O what a picture do they hold forth of the meek- 
neſs, wiſdom, grace, and compaſſion of that dear 
_ *Redeemer? Lord, thou knoweſt how: often my 
© heart hath burned within me, when thou haſt talked 
with me by theſe record., aud while thou haft opened 
iso me the ſcriptures. And yet thou knoweſt too, 
bo often I have been one of the - fools and flow of 
' heart to. believe all that thy prophets have ſpoken. O 
© give. me an underſtanding that is true; and ſo 
hall I be taught thy wood! WY Or F197, 

"The life, * ds, and writings of thine holy 
apoſtles are, in thy bleſſed hands, moſt glorious 
and lively demonſtrations of thine everlaſting truth. 38 

They ſnew me, how thy ſaints have walked; and 
they encourage me to be a follower of them, 796 

nao through faith. and patience inberit the prumiſel. 

O my gracieus Maſter,” ſtrengthen me, as thou 

wert pleaſed to ſtrengthen them, with might * 


2 


* 


jeſty of eternity itſelf. I read this my 


* " — 4 1 * * 4 #* #4 & - - 7 
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thy Spirit in the inner man; and fo ſhall I hold 
on and hold out, till I receive, as they have re- 
ceived, the bleſſed end of my faith in the ſalvation 
of my ſoul! Thou haſt alſo been pleaſed to cloſe 
the prophecy, and to ſeal the viſion, with an'aw- 


ful rgyelation, which reacheth onward to the very 


ends of. time, and almoſt unveils the mighty ma- 
itic book 
with ſolemn awe, and often . tremble as I read. 
Thy grace hath unfolded ſome little of this impor- 
nt myſtery to my mind; O grant, me more un- 
erſtanding, ſo far as may be proper for 7 wel- 
fare, or as my weakneſs of grace may be able to 
bear it. Keep me from reading with my on eyes, 
which are but carnal and cannot 2 me, and let 
me be thy diſciple, and thy humb 
The ideas of this ſolemn book are all framed upon 
the principle of the antient part of thy volume, 


and can only be apprehended at all through the in- 1 


ti mate analogy of the whole. 

O Lord, I bleſs thee, I daily bleſs thee, for this 
wonderful record of life and peace, which, if all 
men could ſpiritually read, all men would confeſs, 
that it is and could be of no origination but thine, 
The impreſſions of divinity are ſo glorious and evi- 
dent, that he, that runs, if he hath but eyes, may 
read and own them. And yet, in nothing is this 
record more true, and in nothing is human expe- 
rience of it more ſtrong and ſtriking, than in this, 


that xo man can believe or underſtand a word of it, 
to the ſalvation of his ſoul, anlefs it be given him from 


above, unleſs all his inſtruction be imparted by 


thee, Not that in thy book there is any defect u- 


deed, but wholly in the groſs, ſenſual, and finful 
apprehenſion of fallen man. Tk 1 
C Oen 


15 
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e diſciple, alone! 
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1 / Open thou mine eger, O Lord, and then foal! I be 
be» Gold evondrous things from thy 3 Things brdden 
to carnal ſenſe, but clear and obvious to the vier 

of that faith, which thou giveſt to thy children. 1 
Wait upon thee for this end. While I read and 
while I write, while I praiſe and while I pray, I 
| * for thine inſtruction. I am a fool, without 
thee; but, by thee, I am made wiſe for eternity. 
then in thy holy word, for thy ſervant hear- 
eh and enable me to lay up what I hear, like 
4.5 within my heart, that I may be a true /cribi# 
uud, infructed in the kingdom of heaven, Pringing 
3 — w * the treaſure of ” heart, wah, 


1 
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e- 16 Part in Progr ts cl. 


THOU ever-blefſed Jehovah, three Perſons 
| % in one Godhead, full of grace and full of 
| 8 have mercy upon me a miſerable finner? 
3 5 am not worthy ſo much as to lock up to the 
8 
* * ture, wicked in and covered entirely with 
: 1 — But, O, whither ſhall 
| for help and fuccour, but unto thee, O Lord, 1} 
= for theſe my r re art moſt juſtly : 
1 ; dif leaſed! 5 
4 vonderfl fed Thou haſt commanded 
2 to come, invited me to prefent myſelf be- 
1 thee, with moſt a e 
8 | found a way to 
n to thizo ne ere _— and 
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>> righteouſneſs, which he hath completed 


_— 


ing, and ſubſtituting for his people, whom thus he 
133 all that was given him from thee, 


indeed than death; mightier than fin and ſatan; I 
yea, almighty to redeem ! | 1 
. Holy Father, how great alſo was love im 


. enflaved as it was by fin, and by nature d 
as it is from all righteouſneſs! Thou haſt taken of 


d ſerved, but by the ſufferings and death of thy 


man fleſh, and became our [mmanuel or God with 
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dear Son. + him thou haſt magnified thy law 
and made it honorable, through an infinite and 


or it. For theſe wonderful ends, by thine ever- 
laſting covenant he took into his divinity our hu- 


us: And thus he became capable of ſuffering, do- 


ving completed this whole work of ſalvation, he 
is now aſcended up on high, pleading and intereed- 
„e e ners, that they might be partakers 
his glory. O how great was his love; ſtronger 


fparing thine own Son from heaven guilty | 
worms, and yet in not ſparing him upon 
when bearing their nature and tranſgreſſions ! Ia 
overwhelmed with a fenſe of thine unutterable Se» 
nignity and compaſſion, joined as it is with ever- _ 7 
afting juſtice, purity, and truth, 5 +» Mp 
And, thou bleſſed Spirit, what do I owe unto 
Thee, for all thy gracious work in my poor heart 


— 


the chings of Jeſus, and explained, and enforeed, 
and enlivened them into my foul. By thee alone, 
I have ſeen, and heard, and believed, all the my{- 
teries of redemption, needful for me to know.” ' By © 
thee I have experienced ſome of them; and by | 
thine aid I hope to experience more. Be wih me 
throughout my pilgrimage, and, in theſe days of 
rebuke and blaſphemy againſt thy 22 O grant 
me the evidence of * preſence, by enabling me 
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glo 
hovah! God in covenant for redeemed finners ! 
God in truth over all the world! hear and regard 
” prayer. Accept and ſanctify my praiſe, I 
dore thee for all thine abundant mercy, I glorify 

. thee, O Father, Son, and Spirit, equal in nature, 


Whatever 
= fake, who is my; Maſter, my Saviour, my Prieſt, 
my Prophet, my King, my Lord, and my All, 


_—_— pak force. 77 

Lord, Iam A. Erb of wants. I am 4 
or, weak, d pi and deſpicable man; and 
| 3 vet thine own adopted child notwithſtanding. 
= Gave, O give me the Bread of life; lighten my 
x dim eyes with the Light of life; and ſupply all my 
need, great and various as it truly is, according to 
= thy. riches in glory by Chriſt. Jeſus! I bring a 

- thouſand and a 


” and make me what thou wouldeſt have me to be. 
Ino not of myſelf gyhat is right, or good, or 


my bleſſed God, undertake even for me! Ihaye 
no refuge, but in thy power; I have no hope, 
but in thy promiſes; and I defire nothing in this 
World, no, nor in the world to come, but the 


fſualvation. 
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to abound in every word and work for thy 
T. t. * ety 
thou bleſſed Trinity! Thou Three-One Je- 


love, and majeſty, with earneſt, theugh poor, re- 
turns of 1 and praiſe. Receive me, and 
am and have, graciouſſy for Pan 


and alſo thine only Son, in whom thou art well - 


| ouſand wants,.. imperfections, 

= and cares before thee; and, Lord, Ican bring no 
pther. Theſe, and ſuch as theſe, are all J have 
both in body and ſoul. O then take me as I am, 


6 . Wife; but thou knoweſt : Therefore, I beſeech thee,. - 


ſweetneſs, the teſtimony, the poſſeſſion of thy great 
bits 7 | x 1 n 2M 1 ao O let 
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REMEMBRANCER, 53 
O let the evidence of this ſalvation be made 
more and more clear to my mind, and the experi- 
ence of it more and more firm and ſolid to my ſoul, 
through thy word and by thy Spirit. May I read, 
and underſtand; may I underſtand, and grow; till 
I come to the ſtature and meaſure appointed for 5 
me. Keep me from leaning on myſelf, leſt I fall 
into error. Help me to depend upon thee, that I 
may be led into all the truth! So I ſhall praiſe thee 
with joyful lips, and, through my gracious Savi- 


our, bleſs and adore thee, O my God, for ever 
and ever! 0 * 2M 
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Caxisriax Rrusunganen - 


WH E corru tion of our nature TRI ahis life 
and exerciſe of faith the moſt difficult affair in 
the world.” It is indeed far beyond ourſelves, 'The 


apoſtle, therefore, aſcribes our believing to the “?. 
 ceeding greatneſs of God's power, even to the efectual 4 
 avorking of his mighty power. - a 
Many talk of this believingy ad yer but few 
- have attained i it. The aſſenting to a e 


ain of prin- 


. ciples is eaſy; but the grounding of the heart in 4 


theſe principles upon Chriſt, and efpeciall 
times of trial; the giving up a man's ſelf, 


in the 
as no- 


thing; the patient Waiting of the ſoul upon the 
truth and promiſe of God; the cool and delibe- 
rate parting with the things of ſenſe for the things 
of the Spirit; the diſcovery and ſuppreſſion "of. 
rarnal and corrupt motives in the heart; all theſe 
are matters, which are neither in the compaſs, nor 


A nor inclination of fleſh and blood. 


Hence it is; that, when men are made ſerious by 
Afliction, fickneſs, or the approach of death, they 


1 * o much at a oſs for the uſe of that 
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feſlion; Felon thay 

they e it is Kreadful 
0 be in the — i when we want the moſt light, 
and to have no affurance of evenlaſting 0 


e part with th things 


Fic foul, indeed, that hever doubted, hath: « . 
never yet believed. The office of faith being to 
| Fubduc undelief in all its activities; this often 
* makes a ſore and difficult conflict in the ſoul. Car- 
nal reaſon looks for the demonſtrations of ſenſe, 
and cannot receive the things of the Spirit of God; | 
for, theſe being in their nature out of its compr e- 1 
1 they appear fooliſhneſs unto it; and therefore 
fleſhly reaſon cannot "bring a ſtrong; 

3 5 ig confidence to the ſoul. Faith is chiefly N 

© occapicd in things above animal ſenſe, and ofen 
L 1 it; but reaſon is founded in ſenſation, ane 
can ; amo A man, therefore, is 5 1 #1 
dy natural conyiction ont of vabeliet ! 

Hr but /aved 28 * and working 


the divine, 
pn ares ks akon , 


dne. doubts by its own exerciſe, but only by 
Ep help of Gal. The very Lader be. 5 8 
* — faith. i i proper | | + 
evidences with it; but theſe are all in the 7 0 | 
record, which, by. the- demonſtration of the 
45 ee the pn _— of carnal) I 
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faith, which is directl contrary to God's method 
of ſalvation. Man fell by Atdelering; ; and he is 
_ raiſed again through believing. He is to truſt 
God for every thing, before he can have the ow 
eny oymegt of any, 

Faith doth not take away all doubting, e 

it doth not take away the body, nor the indwelling 
ſin in that body; but it ſubdues the reigning 
ury and the raging prevalence of doubting. It con- 

5 — attacks the body of fin, which is the grand 
cauſe of doubting. « Sometimes, it gives the chriſ- 


| BY tian ſuch clear views, as make him wonder, — 


ts a 


be alſo not a leſſon of theory and notion only, but 
9 practice and experience, that I may become ſkil- 
ful in the word righteouſneſs, and know: how to 


8 * 
- Nu 
2 


could doubt at all. And yet the doubtin 
again and again return, though with leſs 
frequency and ſtrength, This is itte of _ 
©. God, in order to-ſhew,: that whe foul | is not . live 
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by rang imparted. to it here, but: 7 and 
kat faith, which leads the oup : © 
of ar 6 918245 in all its views and deſires. 3 


This is a diffcult, though a daily, leſſon. — | 
| teach, it thy ſervant ;+ or the knowledge will be too 
excellent and ſublave for him to attain it! Let it 


repel by it the ſad, aſſaults, which, while I am 
here, will daily be made, againſt me. O i thy 
.  murcies come 10 me, O Lord; even thy ſabvation dc 
, cording to thy word: So foal 72 have wherewith is 
1 - him * . ee res ON NE. 
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Jo walk ye in bin. I muſt 
| 1 al hun. _ el can walk at 7 fouly 
is a matter e co to 
e 1 ſhould de boch. EO 9 | 
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ä faved ? How then didſt thou, in h, 
Lord, I 1 
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relieve. In the mid of my miſery, was the 4 
pointed moment 'of thy mercy. Into my 
wounds thou didſt 115 thy oil and thy wine. 
Thou freely chearedſt my heart with thy free ſal- 
vation. In the view of what Chriſt had done and 
ſuffered for poor finners like me, and by thy gras 


. cjous Boner. applying his twofold- merit ; joy and 


go os into my foul, greater than any 
und by men of che earth, 3 their corn, an 
avine, aid oil, er thereahd, 


5 * word was the inſtrument, and 
the workman. He new ereated me in ms I 
ſus; he renewed me in the ſpirit of my mind; he 
made darkneſs light before me, and rough 
A, his ay; I _ truth, by his 
. grace 1 enjoy it his power I am kept therein, 
aud ſhall be kept, vera 2s the end. Lord, all 


the glory of my converſion wrought in me, and of 
thy complete ſalvation 


word, O Lord, aſſureth me it is the true way; 


b becauſe it giveth to thee all the glory, and ſecures 4 x: 
to me all the benefit. In this way of humbly re- 

. ceiving, I muſt alſo walk continually, I have no» 
V2 bi 


thing of my own, but fin; Thou haſt nothing, O my 
Redeemer, but grace * erey for thy people,. 
Help me to receive out of this eternal W 
for grace, according to my need, that I may 7 

- unto all well, pleaſing, — adorn they N in 
all things. I would love much, becauſe meh 
| hath been forgiven me. I would es eat heartily, 
_  bereavſe thou haſt kindly done great th 


e FAS Ee holity, e Ines whe * 


Way to thy m, and the very happineſs of thx 
Do ie "Le mY my Savzout, be 
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755 r me, wholly bes | 3 | 
longeth unto thee from beginning to ends! 8 
t was in this way I received Chriſt; and thy 


— — — 
* 


— 


+» G——— 
—— —  - 
- - e's 


— 


— ͤ-.— 
3 2 * 


„ K 1 
* 4 
1 N 
8 7 # 2 FRY 
— — oP 
5 l 
— . ˙ w _—_w—_—_—_—_ 


—— — 


YE N 


„ THE CHRISTIAN. 


þ more like nnto. thee ; for, Lord, I would be thine, 
and only thine, fore veel. 7 7; 

© Thus my heart often venteth its defirey; : though 
* times it is unſteady, dull, and ready to droop, 
under the weight and groſſneſs of a nful body. 
4 haye · no remedy. for this malady but Chriſt, 
ſought for in humble Prayers. Apd, when my 
752 are fait and drooping, es they too bee 
fer are; I bewail and am ſick of myſelf; but 


3 J therefore: in compuuction of ſpirit caſt myſelf 
VB Aon before him as low as I can, praying for 


3 prayer, and 1 5 that he would not leave me 
evil ſelf, but enliven my ſoul with zn an- 


4 oy Peace. When 1 can put forth this act of 
E faith, there is often peace in the act itſelf which 
refreſhes me, and uſually comfort follows upon it, 
odr (what is better) more faith to throw ww 
4 N - im, and to live more rn. for 8 time to 

11 un, 9 ei # iT. 4 
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75 las 2 1 hor fen Chr? U e 
1 LAS! my foul, | in en b 3 


es, In forms, and in animal life, what. is only 


= b and ſtability of mind. Outward duties are 
E * ih 1 in their place, but they have no divine life in 


che e, as 


=... 


dare not leave him, leſt a worſe evil befall me. 


A 
-${ 


| often neſt upon thyſelf. Thou ſeekeſt 1 in 
to be found in thy Redeemer, even a right inward 
chetnſelves; and can give none to thee. They art XL. 
| do be performed, but not truſted in; to be uſed with 
3 == but not to buy grace. They are as he 
4 aft Wire 
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ſpiritual work, but not the ed of the great deſiga. 
| Ia the power of Chriſt, they are bleſſings ; withbut 
his power, they have no help in them. ” > 
Ee. Thy firſt ind laſt truſt muſt be in Jeſus. He is | 
the way, the truth, and the life. Without him, 
all prayers, praiſes, and ordinances dwindle into 
carcaſes without a ſoul. Every performance will 
be carnal and corporal, unleſs the Saviour fill it 
with his divine Spirit: And when this comes, then 
there is a ſweet communion of heart, and revivin 
| of the ſoul after Chriſt. There apps a delightfu 
vie behind the veilof outward ordinances, which no 
| - carnal eye can have, of the Lord in his goodneſs, - 
1 beauty, and glory. | 
F Mere profeſſors ſtick in the fleſh, and miſtake i 
dhe worſhip of the body and the motion of the lipe, 
for the love, taſte, and adoration of the ſoul, Re: = 
ligion is too ſentimental for thoſe, who rather 
walk by'a courſe, than live ip it. The road may 
a good one; but theſe no more travel therein, 
than a corpſe ina hearſe can be ſaid to be making a 
5 urney. k 5 4 . | * x 
[My ſoul, thy life and thy livelineſs are all laid 
| RE {paar Dr Pom ana. 
do thy need. Having pleaded t on by his 
5 blood, and thy i ien by bo ri ohteoainekh, 
thou muſt live on him for grace ſtill tg plead both, 
to £njoy both, to commune with him from time 
tol time, to deny thyſelf, to renounce the world 
gag the devil, to mailer corruptions, to be growing 1 
wiſer in his word, and more rich in its experience, 
„and, in ſhort, to uſe him for thine all in all. All 
ttis is ſpiritual, and therefore difficult work; and FR 
thou art quite unable to perform it in any reſpect, If 
but through e is made perfect in 
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cauſe he liveth, thou ſhalt live alfo. _ _ 
In living then upon Chriſt, thou art to live out 
I of thyſelf, and certainly out of or above every 
t 


the true and ſublime life of the inner man, which is 
; — nor dependeth for vigor u 
rruptible things. It is therefore a hidden life. 
are dad (ſays the apoſtle) and your life is hid 
with Chrift in God. No outward or carnal eye can 
| . fee. it at all, except in ſome, of its holy outward 
_ effects, the true excellence of which it cannot ap» 
rehend; and the ſpiritual underſtanding of other 
levers can only diſcern its inward truth and 
Faak. but in proportion as they themſelves are 
t piritually gfown up in Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 
Ns thou. art.not to live upon thyſelf, O my ſoul, 


* 
_- 


pioion of others. If they are inſtruments o 


* mult be as much their life, as he is thine. 
FF © Thou ſometimes waxeſt and waneſt in thy duties, 


. 


7 


Full of ſpiritual appetite and vigor; at another, in 


Ways to him, and therefore haſt not always the 


-brightheſs'from the ſtars around thee, inſtead of thy 
Sun ; t Mu wilt be like the dark of the moon 
turned away from the natural ſun, which often 


u 
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6% THE CHRISTIAN 
VWesxneſz: If Chriſt indeed be thy life; then, be- 


ing, Which thou thyſelf canſt perform. This is 


dd chou canſt not live this true life by. the aid or 
tc thee, it is thy heavenly Father, who employeth 


6 them for that end, They themſelves muſt live upon 
bim, as well as thou, for all their wiſdom, grace and 


eie Ohriſt ; IS 
8 and | 
& as. the moon in her light. At one time, thou art 
- lJowneſs and want of ſtrength. The cauſe is not 
in the Sun of righteouſneſs, who is always alike 3 - 
but in thee, who turneſt not the ſame aſpect al- 


S fame light and heat. If thou thinkeſt to get 


| © ſearce appears, or, when it doth, appears aal. 
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aull. Tn all ideen ordinances, and fitua>  - 
tions, Chriſt muſt be thy point of view, thy ſue- 
eour, and thy all; or they will be found, how- 
ever excellent : they may be in his hand, only * 
garl elements in thine. | 
In all things that are truly excellent and 
tual, che fleſh ſoon becomes weary, \ 
| and 10 When the 1 difficult 5 4 
| pecially ; then corrupt nature Toon declines, 
119 ä — WAH or endure. the toil, Hence it "i 
that ſo many ſtem to receive the word with joy, N 
{| torunwel or a time, who, when ion or briah 
5 ariſe, having no root in — png diſlikes 
and offences, and ſo preſently fall away. Their 
fallow —_ have not been broken * 45 enough 
by | the I-plough to cover well the . 
d. #th never been a. word zii 
. — der 
\ Hubble! and Teeret oonttition, hor grown inte ſub- 
Nance u wards to bring forth fruit whto prrfhciu © 
This Hidden and ſpiritual life is often moſt fe- 
thee and. 8 is Ho and hath 
0. 5 A, K the Lori; 3 
e li ale wp 1 When 
the Lord is riſen upon the ſoul, all that is wen 
and carnal is as nothing before Aim. HIT 
roof of this is often ſeen in fick and dyin | 
hexer. Hew eſten do they h in Per 1 
with a glorious livelinefs, over all the dert 1 
In. dying body? When their heart and thier | 
God then a 


vey arp of 
Auen 4s le, 'vf Geis 9h the MG 


5 + which will ca a great way into 7 the hl 
[5a * ea of "rains — It ſhall mae a 
F 6 man 


e beat, and für fete f 1 


moſt eminently to be tile 
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to ordinances; 
confidence; enable him to be very exact in all 
autward diſcipline and form of doctrine; nay, it 


mall bring him with a fervent activity 
pit help him to deliver ſound diſcourſes with 
— earneſtneſs and able oratory, ſo that mul- 
es mall hear and admire, and perhaps 
by him; and yet in himſelf it may 
and the poor 


ne 
be mere 


Kab, 
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man look and talk feriouſly ; carry him confantly” 
ive him great perſonal zeal and 


[tet the” 


be 
low knowledge of 


Chriſt by the fleſh, after AI. There is ſometimes 


little true life in this, and 


then it is ſtrengthened 


aud refined by trials andi,temptations ; but When 


fall away. 


of his grace. 


chere is none, then by time and trouble it will final 
df they had 


really. Jean of a9: 


continued with us. 


the fleſh, and 


prong: gp pre 


neratior. 


all the ſecret as well as 

by following —＋ 
the poverty 

rd will manifeſt the 2. 

r in thy own ſpi- 

He filleth - 


with good things; but thoſe, that are 


away. 


with their own e, he wi A _. 


3121 look upon me a poor and helpleſs crea- 


8 tho cannot ſo much as look u re 
+ out thy ſpecial aid for that end. 


upon 


e 


my Saviour, unleſs thou come down to 


me, in this dark and wretched world, and viſit me 
x alvation! I have waited for thy falva- 


| 4 bg 2 ways 
. 8 in 


5 


thy 

jy ork and I would patiently wait "iti = 
thine appointment, expecting t 
9 3 to bleſs me. al 


＋ 


ex- 


3B ſoul, there are ths of ſatan, as 1 2 4 
e God: and there is — ecurity for thee, but in 
pen wor 


\Boroughly i in the 
| nature, W $+ 


| Thou muſt. be 
=  rit, or thou canſt not be rich in his. 
8 . ku 


' 


cen ſind no paſture: Lead 


do befane ing himſelf ſomething, in the midſt of 
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pect thee, and only thees None elſe can do me 
good. My ſoul cruveth for true and immortal 
life; and this is thy gift: O give it unto me! In 
all — means of grace, let my heart wait for thy 
the means. Wichout thy preſence - 
Eos things are wy and * and my ſoul 
my mg + 
Shepherd, by thine own hand to the green paſ- 
tures, and beſide the waters of thy h 2 re: 
ſtoring my ſoul, and Qing me int c paths of of 
righteouſneſs for thy name le So ſhall I | 
; through the valley of che ſhadow of death, neither 
fearing nor finding any evil ; and at length arrive 
at the heavenly houſe of my God, in Which I ſhall. 
. 25 ever. | 


15 — 


8 they, that are in the bl cannot ee 
God at all; ſo they, that follow the fleſh in; 
d inftance, do ſo far dilpleaſe him. This is a 
ſubtle adverſary, and will creep into our duties 
well as. our fins; mixing itſelf, under a thouſand 
forms, into almoſt that we can ſay, or think. 


or do. 3 
Who could expect to-feel/this deceiver - in the | 
- — contrition of ſoul, or to find him in 

% of gy groats' aud ſhowers of tears? Yet ſelf wil en 
| vout to make a man proud of this very humi- 
ty; to be plumed upon 5 own abaſements, and 


bis confeſſions abaqpt his vileneſs and nothing. 
A poor ſoul ſhall own itſelf, with much pen 


51 e to be a miſerable ſinner; and ſelf, 
8 * fron | 
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from this very acknowledgement, will ſtir up a2 
notion of worth in the creature, and give it to be- 
- / heve, that there are ſome ſeeds at leaſt of excel- 
 lency within itſelf, which others have not, and 
for having. of which he is higher or better than 
they. Self will bid ſome men confeſs themſelves 
* finners,/ that they may be conſidered as ſaints. To 
take them at their word, would. mortify and diſ- 
1 pleaſe them. VI 8 K. | 
| __ When the heart of the believer is melted in duty, 
And enjoys the livelieſt frame of communion and 
love; how often and how much is ſelf to be found „ 
© therein, either attempting to puff up with an high | 
{ opinion, by to inſtill a carnal ſecurity concerning 
= | its ſpiritual intereſt and welfare? If it'ean abate 
the power and watchfulneſs of faith, it will lay a 
ground of diſtreſs to the believer in the next trial; 
N 8 he will ſoon find himſelf yet to be in the 5 
geſh, and that (as one ſays) He muſt never _ 
*. think to put off his armour, till he is ready for 
dodthers to put on his ſhroud. 8 
= . \ A man may appear*xcellent in religious conver- + 
”. \ ſation; and be eminent in public duties; he may 
. n and write much, and perhaps well, upon 
; the things of God, and may recommend them with 
3 zeal to others; and yet ſo much of ſelf may be in 
1 * that, when he looks over his heart and diſ- 
- covers it, he will rather find reaſon to be aſnamed 
. of;the whole than to be ſatisfied with any one part 
of it. I know not, whether in writing theſe 
there be not ſo much of this evil mixing itſelf, as 
_ ..ta defile and almoſt. zullify any good that may be 
in them. And, though I can e look to God _ 
for the ſincerity and uprigł taeſs of my general aim, 
yet ſuch axe my apprehenſions of my own cn * 
2 . WTR 35 Th, yy 
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lity, vanity, emptineſs, and ſelf- love, and of the 
finfulneſs of giving them indulgence, in ſerious 
things eſpecially, that I am ſometimes inclined to il 
throw the whole afide. I ſee this hateful principle 
in almoſt every thing I can ſay or do, and am 48 
- aſhamed of myſelf and of it; but ſtill it riſes agaa é 
and again, though often detected; and therefore 1 
am obliged continually to caſt myſelf, with a re» 8 
doubled ſenſe of my mean, weak, vain, and vile 
condition of nature, upon the ſole and free mercy A 
of God my Saviour. 3 7 
1 In ſucceſs of duty for God, and in being the in- 
ſtrument of good to others, this ſelfiſhneſs of our il 
buearts will endeayour, if not to rob God entirely © 
of his glory, yet at leaſt to ſhare with him in it. 
Self will be pleaſed, becauſe wwe ourſelves have 
dees concerned, becauſe we" have been ho» "i 
noured, and becauſe. by as the Lord hath been 
mmagnified in the ſouls of others. It is ſelf, which IM 
is vexed, when this is not the caſe, and when we ml 
have toiled for nothing, or others have caught the 
fiſhes. Whereas, our ſpirits ſhould rejoice in the bi 
will of the Lord, and be as much pleaſed when his 
work proſpers in other hands, as in dur own. And 
1 hus indeed they would rejoice, if this corrupt ſelfx 
ES did not mix with and ſeek its own eſtabliſhment in: 
* the moſt ſpiritual 'exerciſes of our fouls, We too 
much forget, that we are only inſtruments, and that 
wee can do no more of ourſelves for God, than our 
pens can write down our thoughts, when not taken 
ae by our hands. - ok dt 89 
1 Alu chis may ſerve to ſhew, what a ſevere jea- 
bouſy we ſhould hold concerning ourſelves. We 
mould not only pray, but watch unto prayer; 
eee ſhould both perform our religious du-. ³ 
i ties with zeal, and ſhoujd examine well the al 
SES, OI tb, | ; with 
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4 in ev ev ory work and labour of love, and ſhould pray. 


abound in them too; we — aſk again and again 

3 for a -fingle eyg- 
glory of every.good may be given to God its right 

4 * Drenr, and tha we 01 tag in our true plac 

4 N ing forth entire his 

2 honour and pate 72 5 1 8 , 
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* ; 5550 | | ö 1 
A are tar . But it is th. 
ame God, awhy' ef 27. in all. Some be- 
4 levers art remarkable for. the ſtrength of their 
. Fichi thals even unto death; others for their 
Meegaseh and activity in duty; others, for their 
wiſdom, conduct, and prudence both in temporale 
and ſpirituals; others for their zeal in defence of the 
4 truth; others for their knowledge in the ee - 
of the truth; others for their patience, meekneſs, 
and gentleneſs; others for their ſubmiſſion to the will. 
ef God; others for outward uſefulneſs in thee 
I and others for an inward and f piritual life of 
communion with God. But all theſs are the various 
at the Holy 'Spatit, dividing to every mat | 
J , athe will, and not the talents or abilities of . 
Fallen nature. They ate alſo given to (ty nan. 
who hath them, te profit obi, according to his 
in the church or in the world. He, who 


9 ſhould nor undervalue or 


1 2 


8 them; we mould en A 
dom and grace that fleſh ghd ſelf may not = 
and a flmple heart, that all the 
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. deſpiſe him, who hath another; for the Giver is £ 
the ſame, though his gifts may be granted for dif- | 
ferent ends. 8 e 
Very often particular graces are beſtowed to 
counteract and oppoſe particular S of ) 
which the Lord himſelf can be the only beſt judge. 
dome ſituations of chriſtians require gifts of 0 þ 
which might be leſs neceſſary, or leſs manifeſtative 
of the divine glory in them, than they would be in 
2 others. The Lord diſtributeth wiſely and kindly 
; to all his people, 2 to their day and 45 
or according to his own deſigns in them and for |; 
them. But they are all of them his workmanſhip, © | 
and could, not more in grace than in nature, 
Either create or faſhion themſelves. * + 18 
This ſhould; teach thee, my fellow chriſtian, Aa 4 
leſſon of forbearance to thy brethren. It is nat 
right for thee to judge another by thine on pat · | 
tern. He may have graces, not leſs pleaſing to 1 
God, nor leſs uſeful in their purpoſe, than tfülne. 
Art thou a warm and active chriſtian ?' Condema  _!} 
not him, whoſe endowments may be more placid - | 
and contemplative than thine? He, who now *} | 


* 
2 2 


creep as a-inail in humble filence, may, by one 
l - lift of divine power, ns re hel 

aud perhaps be raiſed higher there than thou. 

-- God judgeth not like man, according to the outward 

ew, but according to the ſecret riches of his love: 

Alrt thou a quiet and retired believer ? Do not m- 

mn him, who is called forth to more ſtirring duty, 

' | than thou art. Though his work may ſeem less 

ſpiritual to thee, it may be to introduce deſigus © 

. 1 and grace, which only God can e-. 

know, and which may be the means of ca 
out his ſaving power far and wide. Some of the 
firft reformers were leſs remarkable for a quiet 2 
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e ſpirit, than ſome who CHA eas. | 
th 


+ laſt! do not ſeem ſo fit inſtruments for 


grappl 3 papal outrage and tyranny, as they 


hen rough work is to be done, men ule 
the axe and the ſaw; but, for gentler op rations, 


= the plane, the razor, or the knife; Theſe laſt 
would We nor would the firſt 


ſerve to poliſh or ſmoothe. 


2 Hbaor then the work and bleſſing of God upon 


his 


in what form ſoever i it — 1 


Rrery member hath his 7 
It is ſelf- love and conceit, wo 7 — —— | 
and theſe we will not call but ru 
ther worms from beneat Ulle ſer 4. ga- 


the root of the vine. Cre, indeed, 
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/ ORD, how variable a creature” am T7 8 


weuther; When Tam left, in uny niftugics ot 
degree, to myſelf. One of our Engliſn kings, from 


T his flackneſs, was called he avjradyy and the fame 
nume, with teßpect to my beſt concerns, will orten 


Wee 


Sonerimes 1 have à fair day of comfort ar 


but che clouds come on again, and gather 


da et erer My Loui. Cudipit boray brevis e 
| Short and ſweet was the Hour of my ſpiritual de- 


light: But the time of my dultneſs and aer 
Bleſffed 


flable as water, changrable av wind, different 
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has | 
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Bleſſed be thy name, O Lord, that my real ſtate 

with thee doth not depend upon my vigor, liveli- 

nneſs, and conſtancy, but upon thoſe only fure 

grounds, thy faithfulneſs, mercy, and truth. What- 

euer I am or may be in myſelf, thou art and wilt be 

always the ſame, and always the ſame to me. 

The time, or rather the eternity, is at hand, 

| when. my ſtate will be unchangeable, and my 

frames will be unchangeable too. The'crowns of 

glory cannot fade; nor thoſe, that wear them, alter 

in all things ſhall be like to my immutable and glo- 
riqus Saviour, when I get into his kingdom. 

Why then ſhould my preſent variations diſtreſs 

me? I liv#not by them, nor for them, but upon a 

\ higher princi le, and for a more exalted end. This 

is the time of faith, in which I muſt: wreſtle, and 

labor, and ftrive, againſt all the diſadvantages of an 

© evil nature; and an evil world; and I am to look 

for ſtrength from Chriſt, who will be honored in 

my weakneſs and deficiency, which. compel me ta 

give up myſelf inceſſantly to him. He is engaged 

to preſerve me by his own oath and immutable 

_, © eovenant; and therefore, come fair, come foul g 

let me have either comfort or ſorrow z all muſt be 

well at the laſt, for he will bring me ſafely to 
heaven, 17 * 7 N 
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1 15 hath been a frequent confeſſion of wiſe and 
4 1 good men, that they have often lamented their if” 
ſpeaking too much, but ſeldom their holding the 14 
tongue. In the multitude of words, there will be | 
ſome - folly, ſomething that will not tend to edifi- 
es. fomething that may rather weary and 
end, than delight and inform. e 
This evil of over - ſpeaking uſually comes from 
an over-weening opinion of ſelf. Unchaſtiſed and 
_unſubdued ſelf is — of its own diſplay; although Þ| 
it can diſplay nothing, or, were it not deceiving and | 
” deceived, nothing but its own wretchedneſs and ruin. 
The apoſtle hath a ſtriking hint for profeſſors of re- 
gion: Fay man among you ſcem to be religious, and | 
= Svidleth nit his tongue, een bbs own heart, 
=: hit man's religion'ts vain. © Dy 
Wbat is our end in religious converſation ? If 
we r purpoſe, ſurely it is folly. If 
we ſpeak for our own praiſe, it is a wrong to our 
don ſouls, and a robbery of God. If we ſpeak 
- For his honor, and the edification of others; we 
ſhould look up to him for his bleſſing, that ſour 
words, as they ought, may be few, and weighty, 
and wiſe. In this humble dependence upon God, 
and with a warm concern for the ſpirſtual welfare 
of others, our diſcourſe may be profitable, comfort- 
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ing, and edifying, both to them and to ourſelves. The 
more of this kind of conference, the better; care be- 
ing taken of the ſpirit in which we ſpeak, of tbe ng“ 
time and propriety of ſpeaking, and of not mixing 
other things (as it is too oſten the caſe) with our re- 
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Kgious diſcourſe, which may render it trifling, 
light, and unſavoury, When we have ſaid all that 
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we could wiſh to ſay upon things divine, it-will be 


profitable to withdraw, that there may be a due 


| us eee for . meditation, and . 


0 H A P. vn. 
Upon fall Appearances), 
T HE whole world walketh in a wages 


or, as the ſcripture calls it, an image or vain 
Scarce any man would appear as he is, but 


as 22 is not, before others; and he loves to indulge 


even his own mind in the ſame deceitful view of 
himſelf. The more artfully he can put on the 
veil, the finer man he ſeems,. * a in in his own 


eſteem, generally in the efteem of others; and no- +; 


thing mortifies him more than when ſome wind 
of trial blows this veil but a little aſide, ſo that 


others perceive a part at leaſt of what he hath bar 


ious to conceal. 


always 419 induſ 


This diſguiſe is the handy work of evil * cor- 


rupted nature, fallen from the truth and purity of 
God into a ſtrong love and likeneſs of the per- 

plexed and fooliſh ſubtlety, which fully occupies 
that being, who is the father and author of lies from 


the beginning. Io plead for this diſſimulation, as 
ſome have done, is to turn advocate ſor the evil 


Uhat ſts and turns, what labour aud . 1 


one, whoſe fees are vanity and vexation in this 
world, and emnbirg nn in the en to 
come. 

Our wiched: nature We Be to ſee irs. own 
8 and much leſs to have it expoſed, 


$1 ——ͤ—-œ 


—— — Ax» — 


T 4 = WV . 
— r 2 — 


"RT e 
* 


* i K a 
p . : FR . 1 
9 P dS ka x herb? 0 B : W 
CT OO; rn | — 1 
xa 


e | 
ms. 2 * 2 
25 * 3 * OF; makes 2 , 
. 4 * Vo 
| se 5 
o 14 
d — ” 


„ THE CHRISTIAN 


$ will it not eticounter, to obtain a great name and : | 


opinion, though it be a falſe one ? And how will it 

—— whe omg in the fleet breath of 

2 creatures, who have only for a memorial 
themſelves ſome filthy monument of ſin or 


1 ſhame? To be open and fincere, is counted a 
weakneſs; becauſe it lowers a man' 3 r of ta- 
e, 


King thoſe advantages of intereſt and which 
Al men by. nature are purſuing, and which in a 


wr rod go by 
Mes how — of this diſguiſe is broug 
: jm e and church of God | I lament, .- 


„ er the eſteem of others, than I ought. to 
| think of, or chan 1 can poſſibly deſerve?! I Would 
3 be all fair, and valuable, and-excellent, and what 
dot) in theireſteem; while I am conſcious to my- 

5 mat there is within me o much 8 
| weakneſs, dulineſs, wretehedneſs and evil, as might 
& juſtly ſuffice to render me in their eyes, what any of 
|. them, that can look. into themſelves, malt oppegr-« 
© - de in their own, © 4428 2 
I bare diſpleaſed ſome, ee id 
| to plenſe ; and others have offendeditne, - chaps 
4. - with a contrary intention: The fame - 


time ; hut only becauſeit ſometimes diſcovered, 
F- more A to the occaſion : And when it 
1 1 * i of goodneſs-which we can love, , 
3 3 itſelf tod plainly; finners as we-arq-- 


we enge loss it, io odious and + is it de⸗ 
cannot love it 


I Some fince the original ruin. 
| eee, hugh 


ſtate of nature, they think wo : the on 55 
an K 5 


I am to cheat myſelf, and to wih N | 


i - myſelf h e been mutually ſatisfied: _ = 
E and diffatisfied-at another; and where fore? Not 
| becauſe my nature or their's was better or worle at 


=. 
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2 world of paitis to conceal, to indulge, or to 
dreſs off the ugly monſter in ourſelves, * 
It is this'depravity, which hath degottem hypo- 
etiſy not = in is the world at large, or in courts or 
— ings of men, where certainly it doth 
reigh ablolutely ar and univerſally, but alſo in religious 
r — ſurel aka; — huthe _ 
. igned eſpecially in this nce it been 
eſteemed a rowers 6 not to be called a chiriſtian. 'Tt- 
is true indeed, that a Arai den is cer. | 
tainly better than the a 
however when men ſeek to 
ſelfiſh honor or carnal comfort hien : 
from others, they only Tk ems, — \8 
3 Teſs traly religious for ele er. 
Why am 1 work Ir echoes -chink-tighety'v£ 
my br Breet attainments? Beeauſe'F® am zrown 
2 great in my o eſteem for things; — I 
not my own, but giren to me. But dock/ti6t | 
5 n ack that their judgemen ge but | 
. real: rufe is er U U as. 
1 think it? es umbled in myſeif, *inforge 
1; degree 2s T ought (for, in the full: 9 2 Was, 
1 no man can be Humbled in this fe) T 
1 \prote their fi towards me, id coAteftel 
down before them in the loweſt room _— 
low opinion would not hurt me, becuuſe ir would 2 
| 25 the ſame us my dn. The vileneſs*of my heave, 
1 bob dhe T have made in the Chridn 
1 on, are eed ſufficient” to humble e's - 
2 5 breathe; had it is only my own ou blinditeſs;'6r 
| — myſelf, that . either 
, 5 rer real condition, or the pines anette | 
| 5 0 ſtand. nem G6 HO BE 
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WMe are not acai honeft to ourſelves ; and 
l we do not wifi that, others ſhould. deal honeſtly 
with us. If we were truly honeſt and wiſe — 
| only can make. us ſo in any degree) 

id meekly hear, ang even wiſh, to hear, f oO 
owt-frailties,'errors, and defects, that we might _ 
the true chriſtian growth, which does not. Soni 
the opinion of men and of uur own minds; but in 
Jowlnefs of heart, eg of life, reſpecting 
ourſelves; in patience, guietne „and goodwall, . 
lative to others; in, eonttition,. hunaliations a. 
ſubmiſſion with God. Wy 2 
+ 1/Profeſſory' live too moch. outwardly. . ' Religion 1 
2s; carrieꝗ often into the ſtrong animal Gans, not 
9 ſubdye, but to feed them, Hence the 7 2 

ger and violence of a corrupted nature are 5 

ntly. miſtaken for zeal, for life, and for power. a 

thut noiſe, and buſtle, and, | hurry; \ whe agitations of | 
nemper, bs _— concerns for 1 3 autho- 

2xyvand, ir he parade of, 12 

+ligigny, or the © peg . 282 may 1 5 : 

n den very ſmall grees of real grace, and 

perhaps with nont at all. e — oy 1 

in qux 5 We muſt live outwardly,and ſoſhall [| - 
pdeavonrito make n fair few in the M; but if we | 

= Fe ence indeed, che trueſt part of our life v 3 

dn e, and we Hall much and, gladly, ret 
” Layithin:to:enjop: it, The maſt | certain, ſign of.qur 5 
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reſort. We ſhall aim, —_ grace to bv'yracks 
en rather than to appear ſo. 

This hidden life u foul pants ſon O Lord, 

thou knoweſt; whatever becomes of iny outward 

„I T have the more of thes 

for the loſs lofs of this, it will be indeed a rich amends. 
. _ — for me to be wir Ha 

e ul more proud than I al- 

. — am, — fight of thee, which L 

always enjoy moit ſweetly and clearly in the | 

eſt renunciation and depreſſion of my elf. 0 

make me more and ——— —— of 
oven gracious men, that m nneſs 
Y may ever be before me, and that I ity conſtantly 

be relinquiſhing myſelf in all forms and circum- 

_ ſtances, ſo that I may have inward and intimate: 
* py friendfhip; and nearneſs, with thee!. 1 
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Nes more fully proves chi FS 3 
man from his original creation, tham the ops / 
poſition and temper of his ſoul, while in his natu- 
2 to all the things of God. His wiſhes, 
his hopes, his labors, ba inciples of action and 
— are all turned directly to another way. 

(however a man of the world may 
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or, rather i in ſober truth, he is (as the | 
calls him) 55 at hei in the world... q 3 | 
Hence it is, 175 the people of the wirld bara! in 


all. ages reputed the people of God either to be 
fools, in not; laying, themſelves out for ſuch things 
as wholly. engage themſelves, or knaviſſ hypo- 
exites, who only take a pretended ſpiritual method 
to accompliſh... the, ſame. carnal and fſelfiſh/ ends. 
And if they can find an inſtance or two (as they of- 
den. wg Jong and may do) to confirm this opi- 
ion; O how do they inſult over profeſſors of all 
inds, and run down religion itſelf, as though it 
Were a trap or an engine for all manner of deceit, } 
.  Pr-ati beſt a whimſical parydaſe, framed by mw 
ſlition fox dunces and fools ? 5 *\ + 
n. the other hand, Nong, N baſnetad, — | - 
Pphreneticy ;j b the agitations of theſe men ſeem | 
to the chriſt in his retired and confiderate 
BR ? They, are purſuing, i in his view, lies, and 
ſhadows, and dreams. They graſp after ſome- 
thing, they ſcarce know what. Ever reſtleſs, al- 
ways upon the hunt; never finding, never ſatisfied. 
a They live weary and tired lives, Fol of enyy, diſ- 
appointment and care: And they die hoptleſe 
"Sachs, either in terror at what may come upon 
- them hereafter, or in the ſtupid opinion, that God 
created them only to live like maggots upon the 
' - traſh of the earth, and then at laſt to be'thrown in- 
to a hole and rot away into r. y * is che 
| bon . N MA -: 
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OST of the diſcomforts of our lives, ariſe 


right to expect; and I am falſe to others, wearing 
as we really are; we ſhould none of us be much 


trouble, both when it hath reigned unſubdued, 


Word, ſhall put it to pain; and when this pain 
the whole frame into a miſerable violence and diſ- 
_ Theinflammation grows often toadegreeofphrenay, 


of man, when combined and raging in multitudes, 


* 
(i 
#1. 


* " * gh * 


REMEMBRANCER 


. * 
3 6 
— 7 


4 from the pride of our hearts, unmortified - 
and unſubdued. Did 1 think as meanly and 
humbly of myſelf, as from the knowledge of my 

weakneſs and ſinfulneſs I ought ;- the contemps 
or the inſults of others would not hurt: or afflict 
me. But J am falſe to myſelf, and therefore lifted 
up, aſſuming to my vile nature what it hath no 


appearances to create. reſpect and eſteem; which 
is walking in a maſk, and rendering 'myſelf 
fooliſhly proud. If men ſaw me, and I ſaw them, 


-inclined to boaſt of ourſelves ; but our glorying 
muſt either ceaſe, or elſe be wholly in the Lord. 
This pride hath. occafioned my ſoul a world of 


and while through grace and trials it hath been in 
the acts of ſubduing. 3 n 
When it is unſubdued, the heart is open to all 

manner of mortifications. A look, a geſture, or a 


rages, the | will begin to rave, and throw , 
order. Outward oppoſition will make it worſes 7 


which nothing hardly: can ſoothe or allay. Aud it 
- is one of the wonders of proyidence,, that this pride 


, doth not confound all order and rules, more than ⁶ 
it doth, and utterly ruin and deſtroy the wer. 7 
l BEE a 0 ; 
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The Lord will have them to be ſubdued. And he 
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& THE CHRISTIAN 


Fo ſubdue this ſore evil, in his 


I nl, people, is one 

great end of God in affliting diſpenſations, They 

are high in themſelyes; and it is nec for 

their good, that they ſhould be brought . 

Whatever anſwers this end ; come in what ſhape it 
aw, iti al a bleſfing. © 

id ſuch an one uſe me ill, or ſpeak contemptu - 


2 


] r As David ſaid of Shimei, it is becauſe 


rd hath permitted him. Hath he treated. 


me as I deſerve? Why then am I angry? He hath: 
been to me a meſſenger of truth, whatever were 


his intentions, with which 1 have nothing to do; 


and; therefore, let me own the truth, and fall: 
down in abaſement and contrition before God. 


Is the cenſure falſe? I have no right to be of- 


Faded: he bath not hit me, but himſelf, and be- 
; comes therefore the object of my prayer. If, in 


this inſtance, his condemnation hath been wrong ;; 


w heart knoweth in how many others, ancgper 


haps in worſe, it would have been (juſt and right. 


A In every view, I have no fair claim to be flattered: 
wich the 5 | waa of men, but to be humbled in my- 


the weakneſs, worthleſſneſs, and evil, 


that cleave to me in all things, If T felt this as 1 
- ought,” and walked as I ought in the continual: 
ſſenſe of it; I ſhould be aſhamed to be proud, and 
mould abhor myſelf for the boldneſs, injuſtice, and 


iniquit of being ſo, in duſt and aſnes. | 

IF bo eve, ſome chriſtians have more trials and 
ufflictions in the fleſh than others, becauſe there ig 
more ſtubbornneſs of pride and wilfulneſs in them. 


- fuiteth all his chaſtiſements, with great and unerri 


- wiſdom, to the occaſion.— If they thought of this 


would not be ſo much in care to 


" aright; they wo 
nd of the viſitation, 


2 
— 


get 
as to have the deſign of it an- 
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baer thin them. They, would pray to be 
| humbled under the mighty and of God, that he 
might. exalt them in the right way, and in the dug 
time. 
It is m 10 pride, 2 my ſelf-will which proceeds 
from pride, that render me fo uneaſy with 
and 5 others. Were truly lowly, and deeply 
ſenſible of my own condition, not the opinion and 


hard words of others, but my own fin would on” ; 
| 9 By 
cially in humility.; and therefore I fret in my. | 


Traci am imperfect, as in all other graces 


elf, and am inclined to ſpeak and to render ev 
for evil. O Lord, help me, a poor feeble. man, 

and hide pride from mine eyes! Suffer me ney 

LS. n this ſtumbling-block, which hath. over- 


1 the world; but help me to follow Jef : | 


1 o was meek and lowly in heart, e 
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* Compariſon b between carnal and ſivitul 2 Jem, * 


vof the carnal. mind. It is an exhibition 

fallen man i hi HER and moſt cultivated form 
and is therefore aim and defire of. the beſt of 

rx: 


ply he neceflarily weak, and corrupt 1 | 
5 and garnal t ins, is occupied 


Iitirely —— 1 * and looks no bigher, and 
LY 8 e left to its Wor inclinations 


wildom, therefore, e 
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ſeripture, earthly, fenfual, divi It acts only 
upon and for this preſent world: It is plunged i 15 
| the ſenſuality and efigns of it through an earthly” ” 
Dil nature; It is, like ſatan, in total oppoſition to ut 
ide will and holineſs of God, 2 as its laſt 2 

n 

1 


5 ot the creature inſtead of the Creator. 
#5 the learned man is proud of his Knowles; 
| "F it 2 87 him ſuperiority over others: The ſtateſ- 
75 tas RS. ro one" gs purſues | 3 
s in grandeur: The merchant, 
* Ks 1 in ade rep to himſelf riches: The 
pe y tis art and ingenuity, aſſumes his 
The her lion; The carnal divine (for fuck an | 
= is 3 ed, knowing, and zealous, for } 
_ fe if profeſſion, or for his own.carnat ex | 
| only In ſhort; it is no matter bender 
> The means be high or low, but every man of every 
__ condition employs all his underſtanding and all his 
powers for carnal views, for carthly glory, and for 3 
temporal attainments. If his plans are caleulated 99 
hong and 5 8 he is ad- 
* pplau tted to be a a 
"= wit bran exerrdinary ma apr 154A 
1 ut, Alas Vain 3 
* an Wee, is this Eee bor a 
ul that it can ſeck after or find! To what p 
urg the ca eager weartfome toils and cares, the' 
Wu anxieties and reſtleſs purſuits, of all the . | 


ns of mortals, in iſt, whoſe gl 
Kew tte; NT et ee wh e Mos 
an . 15:4 And, if not loſt and extinguiſhed, e 
: bro Ar "what Sri Trig renee are they now, beyond 
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and imagination of mortals like 
themſelves 2. to how few, even in this laſt - 
Por way, doth the remembrance extend? And hew | 
— faae= oy 
ers, 


* 


ers, whoſe very very image is departed from the world, 3 


bs notthis pe y fanciful, trivial, and vain? In the 


5 laſting, and happy. 


— 
* 


_ is falſe and contrary. Thus the fear of the Lord 
ds the r firſt fruits which the ſoul can 


* ks that he may be wiſe, This wiſdom ſees 
. * theignorance-of all other pretended wiſdom, one. 
; ten infamy with. God, age to a real and i pI 


L- Sa out of Chriſt, and the great value 
5 doth not lift up a man in himſelf, a 


dent, ignorant ſinner. The chriſtian, made wis 
to malvation, dreads be let ro bis ofa wiſdom; 5 


- makes him low in his own eyes, ber, 1 a view 
| the-excellency:of the knowledge of 

his Lord; and it keeps him from ajmipg 4. 
glory, as being a kind of treaſon a 
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on which they dot 
Thisis the higheſt prize of all earthly wiſdom; and 


grave all A than hts periſh, equally with the low 
notions and — the © —— and the 
fooliſh, the poor and the epi 

But there is a wis don, which e the 
name, and, being no production , his corrupted | 
earth but coming from above, is hui Au ſpiritual in l 
its nature, and, in all its purpetes and effi en ! 


Its origin is in grace from nun, who is the 
Fountain of wiſdom. And its firſt effect is in the 
renunciation and abaſement of ſelf, as that which 


preſent, of wi zuand thus a man muſt become 


its baſe and grovelling mee and lifts up 
foul, not to a temporary dying e 


It diſcovers the deces anrighteouſo e 
in che heart and in the world, the — of 


of the ſoul above all other things. 


gtorious. yaa for human admiration; but 


hriſt . 


nſt gon 
as an unjuſt artdinment for himſelf a poar, depen 
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© becauſe, he knows, that blindneſs is its other and 


its truer name. $943, ft 1 , 
Chris is made, of God, wiſdom to the believer. 
- - ., He ſpake; as never man ſpake; and none teach- 
eth like him. He often gives a poor and ignorant 
dountryman ſuch inſtructions, as render him abun- 
my more wiſe, than the mere ſcholar by all the 
| florid/pomp of the ſchools. So engrafted too are 


'y 4 
| - 
[ — 


* phiſtry of. ſatan” cannot baffle thoſe who poſſeſs 
tem.“ His knowledge is ſolid, and real, and enjoy- 
Able; ſuch as the heart can feel, the ſoul live by, 


the world, and in the neareſt proſpect of death und 
F 0 an awful eternity. . ay os ard ripe 15 fono49ty 
Peoöſſeſſing this wiſdom, how ſerenely can the 

chriſtian lobk down upon the buſtling cares and 

| purfuirs of men, upon their honors, their pleaſutes, 
their riches; even as a man of great natural wiſdom 
would lock down upon the follies and recreations 
pdf boys? Toys and games employ the attention of 
_ children, and engage their paſſions, though friva- 
Jus, interrupted, and fleeting: And are the ſoliei- 
tudes of men leſs idle, trifling, or extravagant, 


« — 


ſouls, for that which profiteth not even here, and 

which none pretend to be profitable in the day of 

Wrath? What poor things are theſe in the hours of 

© fickneſs and pain ?- and how much poorer ſtill in 
the hour of approaching death? Honors, titles, 
And eſtates, cannot remove a pang, nor give a con- 
ſolation; but, in many caſes, afford a wiſh. of diſ« 
ma re morſe to their owners, that they had never 
- .._ obtained them. There is, I fear, more than one 

Dives in eternity," who laments that he not been a 
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and the ſpirit exult in, amidſt” a:thouſand trials in 


his inſtructions,” that the art of man, and the ſo- 


Then they lay out. all their time, and ſtrength, and 
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hundred times poorer and forer tun any Lazares 
was or could be in this. world. * ür qu I 1 
True wiſdom proves its own worth by obtain 
ing a proper and valuable end. That canhot be 
real, but deluſive, wiſdom, which is always-work4 
ing and p „ and, at laſt concluded in bo- 
thing, or nothing 'but ruin. But this is the moſty 
Which is Een 
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tation of anf unwiſhed and — he 
a a yh wrd ior cannot be are — 
MN | 9 $5. wh n N 
«It; Without a deus, »the te Of this life muſt bes 
cactisd' dh, and the chri ian muſt more or ſeſi be 
engaged in them; but the wiſdom of grace in — 


r can be. If he ſhou 
the utmoſt or the whole of this earth — 


clearly and nicely: 
r gay ea rv their thoughts * 
TITS lirtle farther — the end of 
er 0 things are W be balanced: * ne] 

tled forever. 24 

Lord, above all 190 of 
5 gain, may. I obtain chat wi which ſead- 
eth to, an happy immortality, and which ſl} 
abide with me beyond 8 of time Y ant' 
poor dying creature, going faſt out of this world, and 


. wh ns 


almoſt upon the very threſhold of another. O help 
me to ſes then what can 
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in eruſtitig God 
— pr nn ati ging | 
and every thine withit and without; 
1o his diſpoſal. This * horrid and Amed, 
K w' the mera man. He Rut 
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— are kinfelF und 1 | 
| „ before he can ve it. —_ — HB 
all fave this liſe of the carnal mind, ſhall loſe ir: B 
hall-find 2 better, even a 

b Chriſt) efos, 


and thexefore- lives humbly u 
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Vond, that ey wipheliye in the fullererut aid 


depende ndenee upon himſelf. He that doth not ex- 
pect much from this er. diſ- 
appointed by it. When za man hath little or no- 
thing before him, he looks to the beſt help: 80 

the pont chriſtian fees}; that God is his be he 5, 


this way of truſt and . — bs fk fl 

neſs - of ;bread or independence, he is made yicb in 
the lim. iin 
On; the other hand, how muny rich profeſſors 
— nene. plead their very ſituations in liſe 
= ſo many falſe reaſons, why they ſhould; be 


ſplendid, why they ſhould ſee Ul bers of 
e . hy t 3 
N pa wxurious tab 
why, in 838 id have every — in 
manner, and Eds, which'their poor, 
88 deſire to have? They 
_ ſeem not to fee, how. in all this they are living to 
\ themſelves, and not unto: God or ors lory among 
men., How it ie, chat they fu 3 
. * 1 ea d fleſh 7 
conformity to the world, and with the en- 
1 of the world, I know not; but 
I know, that, if the true life be 1 —4 
id much contagion and diſeaſe, it is ſe 


"om Fefſible with Gd, though —_—_— 
-othe impoſſible. * I ſpeak. ; 
and + or: gh for theſe are ö 


; but* 


and neceſſary in — =: 

the — of theſe to — — loch, vanity, — 4 = — 
= man evils and exceſſes of a polluted world: 
[T believe alſo, that I de hot ſpeak from cha- 
"wo far ary ang ant the mnie a 


eortedt the inadineſs of A ard inde 
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with whom 1 ſhould win ot date to wiſh a ex- 
change of fituation. en 


Lord, let ae have what is det for tres ite 
and: welfare, and that Make 29 bo, 


— anetmeht. 1 have often bern ortrerwiſe, and 
| protic to defire and dangerous 
— D forgive de u erer wick bind and 


petident 


giveſt, 
—_ l to murtur and fe- 
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I.. deny culling; how poor and credpiti; 


how idle and vain, how fooliſh and wretehel, 


n founck bor a elch 


the common enger purſuit after high diſfttexions in 


the world! not only — up, and are cut 


down, like # ſhadow, But are the very fradow itſelf. 
I viewed at + diſhes, they ſeem 4 mountain; 


Their pofſaſſors are ' becauſe ever in Wine: : 
One blaſt of honor will not ſerve him, that wiſhes 
for two; nor a thoufand him, that can hope for 


2 The dominion of Emrope would make a na- 


tural man pa oe hands «ef; and he, that cannot be 
ſuatisſied without an "addi 


tional province or river, 


70 Id be ſatisfied with this whole world if he 


but (like Alexander,] would lament for 


H 3 another, 
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dk rn PS, my © 


—— Ä a in Sn WSUS Bos non —— — 


- © — — — 
* 


3 ” T H * cn ry 4 87 LAN” 


another. Whatever a. coating hath, it is no Ty 
matter: he never hath enough; he always wants 
more. Conſequently, he is poor, and he is wretched 


dees alete feels kimi poor: ae 


1 f I 7 
=, 0 B * 2 * og 
K "i $i —_— * 
78 N 
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rauſe | 
Tpbe hriſtian is given to ſee termenting 
_ abſurdity and vexatious,. vanity of thoſe things, 
© which are the great jet and concern of the — 4 
| 3 and worldly wiſe. He looketh indeed for a 
e but it is an everlaſting name, awhich cannot | 
een of; He longs; for acrown,. but it is for a 
© | crown of glory, that ageth not away. He pants for a 
|  Lingdom, but it 1s 7 kingdom of Chriſt and of 
God. "He; is really a perſon of boundleſ —c 
tion ; for nothin ng 15 will ſerve him than the 
of everlaſting glory. Riches are much 
n his heart; but they are the unſearchable 
. riches of Chriſt. He cannot be put off with the 
= cares and thorny honors of worldly greatneſs ; | 
t een and with certain my too, the ve ry hap- 
eur of God himſelf, NA that 


* 38 Chriſt received from the Father, 
E ie, as their Head, he will ſhare. wth us| 


try 


* e 
pared with this, all, 0 pride and 
** V appear as ſtubble or /the pride And 
man A 16rs can appear thus in Nelles 
- gens now; what will it ſeem, when the earth it- 
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expedient. It may be lawful: for a chriſtian. 
1 e for ahs-& 0 „ 
caſes it may r 3 
of - lawful callings ; but it is not yh any 7 cet» & 
tainly to be more among them, than is thus ſtricti pars 
proper and neceſſary. - Either the chriſtian. 
NT — ſpirit, or they 1 N his, before 
can be a le companions. If he take up their 
ſpirit; ſurely it will ſoon be to his grief, bis loſs, 


Id come into his; unleſs God ſhall bleſs his 
i is. el che good of their wer _» | 


that Ft 
paray 


may not — — — with a bleſſing. — 
whole herd may trample upon your jewels, _ 
then turn again to rent you. 

That man's religion is much to de daubult's 
who frequents the ſociety of the men of this 
Pen 9 3 no - 
two o together, f e. ee 
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Can a man touch filth, © and not be deled; or 


| fire, and not be burt? How much leſs then can a 
man conform to the —— of this world; without 


1 pollution to his foul, 
4 that peace,” if he ever had it, which the world can 


the loſ# of 


neither giv give nor take. "ry Federer deere 
ertions, when 


dan a heart, hog foe char the hot dunghüll of this 
ſavout to 
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able companies and e do ill become 1 
chriſtian, ''and tie ver prom ote his true welfare, Tt 
is not indeed the cüſtom at this day to ſay ſuch 
things to profeſſors; but they re not, however, the 

| leſs: true; or the leſs needful. 


Poor and wretchled are all theſe fooleries, when N 


Xi weighed | in the balance of the . und eſ- 
ü 4 — they thruſt = the enjoy it 


| divine To have gay bodil 2 
per or naked ſouls ; to u e 
with emptineſs of grace; to enjoy much 


Se r e , 
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minis; 0) 8 lite grid genteel in man- 
ned with men, « aukward and dumb in 
© bus 6 8507 is "al ſuch/ à complication of 
13 y, meanneſs, miſery, and fin, 'as a wh: 
his Het mind, ſhould be amazed at and 
LON * we loved by the world? It is fer . 
I the world will love it oven, But how the 
| choſen out of the world? How then can we belong 
Chriſt, hom the world hateth ? — This wier 
detween God and the world is neither for the eb 
fort of our ue N forthe croblit of our 
Wc a. 1 i I 
Do we fear: to 1 eenfured for i 
preciſion A chriſtian muſt be fitigular; for.he 
one of thoſe,” Dk br numbered with tht" 
"rions, a ffranger a grim, or 
and he — be preciſe, neither loving the f 
. living for the a for otherwiſe the love 7 
Father is not in bim. 
On che other hand; 45 open 4 email Woh 
liry, a gentle and benevolent beſ 
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ing ſincerity: of heart and holineſs of life, are 


truly ornamental to the chriſtian. In avoiding the 
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One generation followeth ; any md anon J 
3 and ſo on from age to age, fillin 

rolls of in melancholy array. =p 
dong to: me, becauſe n nr f comj prion 1 0 ike: 
from the 7 of ut to eternii 


woche everlaſting exiſtence fy | fan of ; 
5 Gad, thefe ages Arc are almoſt a In nta 9 = 
etvtpity/all"rhat enn be called dme is "contiiiu 5 
Paint au into a güflphl, which Rath neither nf of 
9 nor bound, Thus time is full of changes and 1 


wii eternity is tual. * 
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This cool and ſerious review - of all worldly 
things and affairy- paſſes . ſo, often upon my mi 
and ſeems ſo nece 


|. jo" ang 3 g me, how of | 

1 am but a ſtranger and ſoj n ers, e il 

1 have dwelt a little the — — the vain wicked | . 
# * of this world, the reader will know 72 

inte, if he tee no occaſion to a 1 32 775 

3 * bann take up an annua of N | 
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' On my ſoul, thy time faileth, 8 
ing, * world is daily changing, and n 
about thee continueth in Fc ſtay. lefſed be 


| _ to theelikewiſe a change ſhall ſoon come, and come 


Ale ſafe, that is worth wings with aofpett 


#1 | 


5M es bees from moncals-to Got, 
D Q how then ſhould I eie in thee, my Saviour | 
| and my. Lord! In thee; e *. 


ak, ng 


for the better, in the midſt of it all! Whatever al- 
terations ap r, thou haſt an unalterable God, and 
an unaltexable home befoxe thee, II the earth 


fall into deſtruction, as ſoon it will, thy eſtate can- 
not de loft ; fer thou art only a pilzrint and traveb 


ler here, and thy inheritance is above, . 
reach of ruin. Thy inteveſt bring ſafe 


thee. Thow wank only gels from: — 
from fin to holineſs, from pain do N, f 


ke wh all, either-a good, or c lead me to goods, 
adore thee, that thou thus diſpoſe the world, life 
preſem, or things: te acme, in m 
them really 

-weltaves 


| er * 
Above all, L bleſs thee for the end. I am loſt zm 
love and admiratioh, when thou telleſt me, that 1 
an thine, O my Redeemer ; as thou art God's? 
Mee ahis' that I, a mutable 


worm, ſhould an immutable fpiris; that I, 


whe live in a tote ring houſe of clay amidſt 2 pea»! 


ble of unclean lips, ſhould be raiſed to-amankon-of 
2 the innumerable company 
and angels; that I, a dull inhabitant of a miſer- 


*travſlated to a joyfal reſt, un 
that I, who Was one a ſlave: to 
only to. live with n — 
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with "Chriſt Jeſus, of a kingdom which cannot "TY 
era 0 what manner of me! is this indeed! 
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IE E the bleſſed pfalmiſt, 1 have Sede 
been rewarded evil for good, to the great diſ- 
| 1 'of my, ſoul. It ſeems trying to fleſh and 
bidod, chat is to my animal and corrupt paſſions, - 
to bedr A and to ſay nothing: But yet this is 
: generally my wiſdom and my duty. : 
= It is my i, betauſethen 100er ep fürth: 
5 eil or Arie in my on boſom, or in others; and I. 
| - Moreover engage my gracious Maſter to undertake 
{- for me, by*commirting all in filent patience to hin, 
who hath engaged to wake every thing, and fuch: 
+ things as" ne moſt NN the —4 
Work together for my us that, Which 
$ be only a — evil, win, by his jou. 
| 23 and Ro tbe turned into into 
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this kind may have been permitt fall upon me. 
If I have right and truth on my ade, it is not on, 
faithleſs/but alſo unreaſonable to be impatient. I 
© oughvrather-to' be thankful in that behalf, and to 


ov. deed onpleaſot to have the treatment, which be 
I 2 again eee, 
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to him; for which purpoſe, perhaps, trials of 


alk e lie 6 who ſlander me 
uity and without a cauſe, It is in- 
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bbours'; and they of mine acquaintance were 
27 me, and they that did. Jee 2 — co: 


 themſehves from me © But this may be God's: phyfic 


to my foul,” which is not given me for my pleaſure, 
but as the painful means of future goods My 
| arg ly „ ee or my W „ 
in a worldly way, may — 2 nh 
than are for the true health oy 3 = 
are this is a call to live 8 inward 
n grace, and to wait in faith Me XI 
r more by loflag the with God, the fie _ grin n bi 
pa ng the company or | 
-men, and even of good men with great — 


like my own; I have no reaſon to lament any loſs, 


but to be thankful, with all humility, for the kind- 
neſs of any providence, which leads me nearer -Y 
me cloſer to my bleſſed Lord, ; trick 
d ſure friend — a friend for eternit ). 
II Nen poſed 


_— 1 ſhould indat 
who hve done me ri of wy fallen nature, Which 
would plun xt, deep aver way in the c- 
ru 'whic may Ve nt rg | 

lle 1 am only wronged, I ſafe 2 
2 all all nanner of on wren fag er ; 


2 all-rhy the. hann that can be done e | 
creatures, let me tremble at Ss paſſions, 
which, like tinder, are ready to kindle by the ſmalleſt 


ſpark of mental fire. May I tremble too at the 
| officious readineſs of others to increaſe my inflamma- 
tion by their own. Let me rather pray to*be de- 
© livered from the ſtrife of other men's tongues; and 


| tohave. a ſtrong reſtraint, for ſuch I greatly need 4 
* Sin © 18 1 kill-friend,“ as 2 ; 
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have I myſelf 
thin me, and met it in 
wrongs againſt me ! 


| grace boch in thy bofem and ia my own, though | 
| — throughout this diſtracted world: 
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firſt evidence of life in the new man. 

d ſaid of Paul, Behold, be prayeth; becauſe the 
Lord had then given him # heart to pray. Doubt- 
leſs, he had often faſted and prayed before,”as far as 
the lips were concerned: But the Spi irit, © 
words; life, not exprefſion only; ; conſtitu 5 
wich God. Language may gite it a form a 
language alone is mere body Without a foul ; 


be, that fo offers it, renders to God à dead e 


carcaſe for à living ſacrifiee, which i is an We 
tion i in his-fight. 


Whatever hath life, mu breathe : "wa if "ie | 


| life be found and ſtrong, it will breathe” freel 


Short, irregular, diſordered Vieath diſcovers eith 
r exerciſe or ill health. It is the ſame in t 
of faith.” If the ſoul be quickene by Chi 
it will breathe out its defires after hi ; pefhap3, 
like'a child at firſt, mingled with ſtrong cry1 


bitter ſobs, and many tears: but ſtill it breathes'on 
and reg td ys on; its breath of prayer 85 wy 28 
but es for life and inereaſe. a or 


be faint — weak, difordered and low, ny 
not in full life and health, or elſe ſome great Le 
tation oppreſſes him heavily. The P 

i be looked to for medicine, and the e 


not right; and a ſpeedy help ſhould be fought for 


and applied. X 


When the mind is touched by grace; it will and 
muſt ray.” Tf the heart cannot find words to carry 
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ap its requeſts, it will ſend them forth in earneſt 
groans. Prayer cau n * 5 from aſcend- 
Rs 5 a flame from the (ſaid one, 
| underſtood this matter well 1) Lek our infir- 


1 


14 | 2 not what wwe ſpould pray for as 
fat the Spirit iti ewateth interegfove for 
22 715 a, which cant be uud. The crits 


nin e 
3 the car for help: 80 the 
Toca | of a convinced heart is 3 y 
- > Eager mercy, and with moans and groans ſues 
' Bm frm — H. doth not feek 
I to ar 2 aſpirations, at times, 
5 * words. - O how' Gd 
% che One bbs Father ; © 


A Ch zb; gran! ave beyond, 
&- andbetter I os der fine ſpeeches in the world. 


N nat the 8 ſunner grieve —— 


. ——— ? 
ſtrong for utterance : There is mort of heaven | 
, thay and + will break out at laſt the ſfwifter 
to heaven. If be can find-fit words, let him 
ee eee jet not their abſence increaſe 
his concern. God knows and loves the 
of the heart; and in due . will anſwer 
Prager. «i 
tothe gift ee proper ee 
r 
y valuable for godly e 
* it will rather weary, than improve. bin 
is Kirred up to more uſefulneſs by exerciſe ;; 
when expreſſions flow eaſily, the can freely 
e ey eee "47 2% 
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words, that were uſed, to the heart. And 
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' —— all times. No one ſurely can 


tion of ſouls; when, doubtleſs, there are now 


1 anſwer 
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As to public miniſtrations of prayer, the un- 
happy zcal of party renders it di to ſpeak af 
heyy without danger of offence, However, this 

every candid chriſtian may venture to allow, that a 


form of ſound words may more decently be uſed 


fox congregations, than the looſe, crude, — inco· 
herent expreſſions of raw and une xperienced men. 

On che other hand, could the church be always 
ſure of ſound, fit, and able miniſters, who could 
rightly pray over the word of truth, as well as 
divide it; there certainly would be leſs occafion 


for — which — to | been 2 to. | 5 


that, both in the Jewiſhand Chriſtian e where 
public forms have been uſed, - men have prayed . 


together with the Sparit, and perhaps with the | 


more underſtanding and communion becauſe they 


r aed chat it is polible ep ded mow 
a with any found and gracious form. 
_ other hand, it would be. bigatted and unchriſ- 


So, on the 


living namberleſs witneſſes, of great truth 


piety, to the contrary. It never — 
the want of it, that made true 


grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus ents 


dut 
ag 
if alt 
theſe graciqus perſons, diveſting theraſctves of nar» 


— 2 — ow, and by what 


by the good 8p A chete God, If both fides, 
dee, ar ths ceo grace forthe very 2 
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” andiuniteady. From hence ariſe all my dullne 
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„ ele of all their prayers, and av m ne 


| free to confeſs it; how then ſhould the meekneſs 
and forbearance af their dear Lord glow in all their 


hearts towards each other, and cauſe them to | 
love one another gladly, becauſe he hath made no 
difference in his love to them? Sarely, this would 


| bem no mode better than to wrangle about a mode or 

of prayer, in either ot which, juſt as God 

bleſſes, there may be much true prayer or no 

prayer at all. Ir is the ſpirit of faith, which car- 

- nes on the real buſineſs; not the form or r gel. 
, ns the lip or the tongue. 


Having ventured thus far 9 upon ground, | 


which 5 und prejudice have deal very tender; 


xpedient for my foul to conſider thefub- 


2 of prayer in a view. more vr, and — 
to its welfare. 5 

My Saviour commands = (efron as! den 15 

to pray's and his apoſtle exhorts me to be Jober and 

watch unto graper. My fleſh is prone'to be intoxi- 


__ cated with the myſtic' cup of Babylun, with the love. 


of this preſent evil world, and therefore is unru 


and diſtractions of mind in the things of God; my 
coldneſs and wearineſs in prayer, my feebleneſs in 
Auties, and my faintneſs in praiſe. I had need — 
be ſober, for l have a great concern, before me: 
ought to watch, for my enemies are ſubtle — 
— They watch, if I do not, and are always 


—— advantages to hinder, whenever I am | 
I. have an open. door, and 


can, — my 1 d0 not watch . unto prayer. 

| the the world will get between me and my duty; if 1 
do not Watch # prayer, ſatan will do his utmoſt to 
2 my ſweet or continued approach unto 


"I if I do not es * W 
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ſumption, or negli ence, will find a into my 
| heart. O Lord, if I were fully * my trus 
fituation, how could I think 26 i les tha aug 
t pray and nat to faint f | 
no vile heart is over ready to take up with the 
formance of duty. How often have 1 
= for ſpiritual mercies ; and not conſidered _ 
ufterwards whether God | hath granted them, or 
not? For increaſe of faith, wiſdom, holineſs, and 
other graces, I have akked with carneſtneſs at e 
time, and then ſoon have 2 oe 5 
for, or neglected to mark the fe 
the lowneſs of my attainments in divine th 
and my over-borne ſubjection to things 
And When I have requeſted tam 
now little have I ered the 


E of God in 


fake, inſtead offecking it 
22 — and —— was ready 


granted, into an evil! How little 
of temporal benefity- when they ha 
me, and ſometimes given e 
might 3 God's providence; and 
nature been to take and 
— wp. 
nument of 

It is a Gates 5 


ig. pete. eee one | 
for, is received; and ſhould be thankfulalſs, if what 
| Thavepray yedfor isreſtrained. God is better to me 
than I am to! myſelf; and be only reſtrains any 
= jr 2 either becauſe it is not 
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Amen was to pray thrice in a 7 According 
en, 


| 3 F cannot pray too 0 Either in £4 
| ſet, the family, or the church. There are in- 
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The thrills of muſic, and the ſpiritual joy of the 
ſoul, are very different things. Worldly men have 
had the firſt, and thought them from heaven: But 
they laſted no longer than the ſound; while the 
* of gracious praiſe, is full, calm, and abiding. 
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tion: aud geb for their Lord, and to go ſome- 
here elfe, iaſtead of this world, to enjoy him. 
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1 HOUGH a' nice ſenſe of honor, chu 
1 unn kis profeſſion, becomes = chrifian 
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gard, And if N ariſe from miſtake; 
rejoice that thy true hidden life depends not on the 
opinion, of mortals, but on the ove and — pf judge- 
5 the 'of ! an 8 C Redeemer? The opinion er 
orhers Can ke bor unmake-thiee; as a 
\ Aridian Ger wake or 'be founded in 
| e Feat t t to fs and} the bottom 1 yy 
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corre the „Be not offerided x thy Wade 
in either, caſe; for this will 8 ruptures neither 
for their pront nor thine. The glory of God and 
o. yy ruth! is alſo concerned, med which 5 fill thee 
the greater forbearance and cautioti in all thy 
* with the boufpold e of faith, Pray tor wiſdom - 
ans thy cauſe faithfully, to know'the worſt 
8 can be found of thyſelf, d to ſee into the truth 
take of others. Auch if, in thine own con- 
| Eee the right be with thee; be-thankful for = 


pray 
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for them who are in the wrong. Thy true 
* ny 2 in this way, their ſpiritual 
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pes wes. and ſo riſe, with that lawful triumpfi of 
a chriſtian by an holy and inward ſuperiority 
„% Ü P 5: HON 
Beware of anger and oſfence. The wrath of 
man cannot work the rightebuſneſs of God. Be 
humbled by every diſeſteem, whether juſt or un- 
Juſt, within thyſelf. This is gaining a ſtep in the 
great inward and ſpiritual progreſs of ſelt· renunci- 
ation; for which end theſe means, though un- 
* pleaſant to proud nature, may have been mercifulty 
und providentially ordained. Fear not to fee the 
| worſt of thine own infirmittes : Tremble rather, 
l leſt they ſhould be hidden from thee. When thou 
art made truly low in thine own kyes, the flights 
and contempts even of good men, proceeding as 
they uſually do; not from but common infir- 
mities, will not over-much vex thee. It is the 
ſondneſs of ſelf, and the pride of our hearts, which 
render all outward inſult and injury diſtreſſing and 
püüinful- He that thinks little of himſelf, can bear 
to be thought little of by others: But he, that is 
[lifted up Within, is grieved, when he cannot find 
that tri ban ys which his own fooliſh fond. 
neſfs/hath-ordainet for Mimſelf, © 7 7m 
The beſt remedy for ſpiritual diſorder is ſpiritual 
prayer. Corruption inflicts or feels pain; and'grace 
| zuld ſubdue corruption. It is the true wiſdom 
of a chriſiun to ſet kis faith, and not the paſſions 
of his unholy nature, at work upon evil. Grace 
willfteach him not to huff, or ſnort; or reſent, or 
eſpeak great ſwelling words of carnal indignation; 
burt to bear and ſorbear, and pray, and wait, and 
iüntreat, according to the on. When the 
tough nortir wind of trial rages and raves; then 
the graces of the chriſtian ſhould more abundantiy 


dow. All this'is*diffientt- without a doubt; but? 
- wn F 3 4 £ - will 


TY 4 _ | ; 9 * 
U 1 * 


— nn erer 


- * —— 


= 4 
7 
! 

t 

'i8 
4 
i 
* 

1 


— 
_ x 7 


on 
— ——  — PP — Pp ———ꝙ% — 
= * N - —Y 3 ws 4 
e 4 N - * * + » 4 * : 4 * 
— = —- * y N 
: * 9 * N 
* 9 1 N * 
7 - b = 
0 r 3 : 


* 


NE ME M'B'R ANCER ith 


more carholje, patient, fe ing candid, and for- 
ag. They ſee a thouſund d hake; and wilful- 
fs in their own firſt profeſſion ; and thiefe'inehne 
jem, through reaſe of wiſdom and ſtrength, to 
Mure kindly the ĩnfirmities and frailties of ot 
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& 9 on __ world — heart in tlie 
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— * The God of wiſdom KitnſelF: bach ſaid "that 1 
| can ſerve him and mammon. We have haft 
| ae, which we cannot divide; hdr it were 
21 an heart und an heart or a heart divi 
d be an hateful offerin to the Moſt * 
oy Rede is no chriſtian, but who feels and 
2 tet oe his common affairs draw off his 
__ , From his beſt affmrb, and throw! him intd . 
| unc diſtraction. He feels and bewails this becariſe 
me 18 4 chriſtian, and becauſe his beſt aſſections are | 
-  ſomewhere'dle; His'grief is not ſo much; that he 
muſt apply thitnſelf to ſocial duties, which arc in- 
— vr le to every one according to his place 
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perſons,” 
World; it will be right, becaufe W 
.- aſe, 'The retirement, however, muſt be or 6 
aud not for ſelf; in the ſpitir of religion, aud 


not to be: more uſeleſs u 


| 59 Leiſurels abuſed, 8 byed in tattle and di 


tervals muſt be found for fupplications and praiſe, 
ſtrier watehfulneſs and trials muft be continually” 
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Where circumſtances den 
s, will admit of farther ſe 


of lazineſs ;' tobe more quickened for heaven, He” 
n earth. Hence, 
will be ſeen, that all chriſtians are neither called u 
r fit for an entire ſectufion” from the world: 
habits, diſpoſitions,” and 0 pat of lifs 
repaes it — = r for. them. 1 | | 
Ian can fill up aw his + ret 
ith the things of God and for his ory, with n6 
call upon him from ſecular” affairs; it is. Lo 
tainly à moſt high and defirable pen Wage. 
— Ay rape ab ght to further bimſctf in knows 
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ber be engaged in fame active calling and employs 


ment. 
o retire-indeed unto God, is the moſt fevere 


| and folemn buſineſs in the world. The froth and 


of the fleſh muſt be ſubdued ; or all the re- 
tirement will end in vanity. Humble and ardent 
ptayer ſhould begin the day, the ſtudy or the ener- 
cife of graciou ting ſhould carry it on, ſome in- 


death and heaven muſt in the life, 
reſt be taken at night but after humble prayer 28 
ſttrrender of all into the hands of God for time and 
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tf his time than any other man, becauſe he can 


w ty 


. 

. 
ſpend. _ 

1 


— 8. 4 4 ” f 
1 3D * V - $6. p. 
* + * 0 
— * = * 
* At. LEDGE 
6 - S Md. 
1 


. - rastete THAN 
it more reciou + Hoahinhwis ſad loſs to 


row. away, hours, which might dne Wen ren. 
| * ed in rater word e an i - 1; 
Y 2 5 truly retired chri „ be ig 


| 
[ 3 owe ſays): 6. never leſs alone e, Cal 1s 
>; with m 


10 his ſtudy dy or his; cl 
e Tots, Ly cloſet 


give an in, 


uch ſolid 
225 5 anc nl been 


r quis; A enter into the 
our rs Fatty 
3 
This, wherever it — deadens the „ | 
inf —— ap he lon nl rin oa: Te 
. world, renders W, more 1 oe 
| ement,. and cali ns hopes, ine 
0 3 What improveme "bp t en fe: What 
3 ble 9 85 thus to die! yh comm 
KY * 9 they may ſee and * 
bf che Wan be. entertained Fe age its 000 
and news; But the þeliever ay) withdraw to di 
more fully into e b ve o a, ſiect —— 
= moge 


ttle Roofs and e wit 
* Pe 


F<# 
* ; 
Fl 61 s 11 in * 


REMEMBRANCER ia 


If a man doth not thus retire, he only opens a 
wide door to all ſorts of temptations to ruſh in 


upon him. 80 very few are fitted for or called to 


| this kind of leiſure (though by abuſe only it bes 
comes leiſure) that God in his wiſdom hath 
pointed ſo much corporal employment in the 
world, even for his own: children. As the earth 
would be a morean Aceldama, or field of blood, than 
it is, but for neceffary-labots,: which call _ is 
ſome reſpect or —_ almoſt all men ; ; 
chureh itſelf would be more defiled, and 1510 4 | 
als more unholy, then they are already; if manual | 
or active duties e e greateſt. part 
of their time. 
I have known many | — en | 
order too which ſhould have engaged them en- 
tirely, thoroughly, wary — who have 
— — — mean — and 
e en ments, — a time, 
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Veſſels, thus ever running out; how and when cin 
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When I find thee not in my heart, it is hard and Tab 
darkened: When thou art not in my cloſet, it is 
either full of contufionas a market, or it is deſert as 


the wilderneſs. I can get nothing; and I ſdon 


feel, that I am nothing, but an empty, unprofitab 2 

void. O chear thy poor ſervant with thy 5 

| ſence, who: would indeed be a ſtranger and a pilgrin 

upon earth; yer! if it be thy will, e 
every thing but thee; having my heart in th) 
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| * Lord, thus help me to withdraw from 
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HILBI am in the fleſli,I muſt be beben 
paſſed with many infirmities; and while 1 
am in the world, I cannot eſeape trial and temps 

tation. | Theſe things are grievous to my ſpirits * 

but I ſee, that the are permitted, to wed the tro HH 

4 and to draw off my heart from the, 1 


Johile/its God, © * 


| do not feel in duty? 

. Kaen and e eſs, in 8 C 

Re deemer ; what dullneſs and diſtraction i pr | 

er; ' 6 chat J ean hardly remain firm aud ys | 
together, in the ' purſuit of that goed, 

y ſoul moſt deſires and approves. It 18 e 
42 in my members to get my corruptad nature 
down, and to have the life ef peace ward and vigo- 

us within me. I eannot but gronn, at times, 
this tabernacle, being burdened, and almoſt 
Preſſed, by — — about me. 
Were it not for" divine help, — ROTY 
do! Like ler on L 25 1 1. * ſometimes vet. 
- - - through” > har * and wenlineſs of fait 
1 . * at other times, T have eried out, Lord; /ave, of 
* Ne Thou haſt helped me indeed, bleſſed be 
| , name; O my God; but yer T cannot” bat f 
En, Apel for the cold forgetfulneſs and weakneſs 
5 my ſpirit, in doubting ſo often of thy faithFulneſs, 
and in net keeping hold of thy promiſes. 
. Thus, Lord, I feel myſelf, à poor, # fruiſ and 
altogether a weak and worthleſs . fit for no- 
au but thy mercy, and capable. of nothing but 1 
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confuſceg and ruined faculnes, I am filled 
ik and cannot but wonder at thy long- . 


3 — towards me. O wretch that I am, in 
| wy a vile body of fin do I lire! How am I al- 


againſt thee with my perverſe 
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* . my foul ? ready to yield to thine 


Fogg LACS or to give up all for loft, rather 


an maintain the hard and painful Rruggle with 
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When 1 have been lively and 2ealoug for. my 
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7 My whole een kt 
| FRI 


Others m way talk of their duties anddeferts; but, 
1 for me, 1 7 ts lift up my eyes to heaven 
hen I confider A lah rather with the publicanmy 
brother, 1 mu | {mite 1 upon my breaft and fay, God 
merciful to: me = forner { Inflead of ok ing on my- 
| ud as a ſine, holy creature, who can appear confi- 
65 if age my God; I ſhrink, with contrition 

me at the thou ght, that I have done little 
Ut than diſhonour him all my days, and deſerve 
nothing for. the beſt thing 1 n c 10 0 de, 


. o what 


1 eee 
| tar 1 aan ready to 


| 
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O what a plague is aman's own heart when he 
knows himſelf ; and how, little doth he appear in 
his own eyes, when he hath been made to view, in 
ſome true light and degree, the vaſtneſs of eg 
rity and perteCtions of God! | 

And — why, God is 
by allithe weak and contrary things in me, to mag 

nify his own power and glory. By theſe, he makes 
me out of humor with myſelf; by theſe, he drives 
me from a thouſand refuges of lies; by theſe, he 
compels me to eleavs unto. him, as my only Rock, 
Succour, and Remedy. In this way, I can feel, 
as well as read, what the apoſtle meant, where he 
ſays, Aut ladly there) n will 7 glory in my infirmi-- 
wes, . power of Chriſt rei m | 
when 1 — weak, prey oper x" e ng | 
ſtrange paradoxes to the heart; but bleſſed 
is the man, who can truly underſtand —y enter 
F Warr ans e 3-6 * 28s 
UW: ©: 5 * 
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The Believer receives Food, as well an Light, in the 


| HE mere . of Jivine things, i 
1 their power, cannot profit the ſoul. As u 
man may be poor with the hn of a large eſtate of 
which he — * no poſſeſſion; ſo a profeſſor of _ 
tianity may have t the bie before im, and ma —_—— 
able 6 to raiſe. very high and fine ſpeculations 
it, and yet have why true knowledge or „ e 
of the truths which tt contains. 
A miniſtet may preach of theſe truths with 
great clcarneſs, hee be 18 and great mo a 


EF. 16: THE CHR 18 7 IAN 


| and yet have no true ſavour, no ſolil experience, 
and no real communion, of the truths themſelves 
within him. What prbwes this is, that he is not 
the ſame man in the pulp it and in the world. 
The. doctrines of the 1 will ſerve for ora- 
"ts as well as other topics; nay, will ſerve 
beſt-orations, becauſe there is more of ſub- 
and, truth in them than in any other. 
An auchor likewiſe may write about divine reve- 
_ lation, and all the myſteries of redemption, with 
great accuracy, force, and elegance, and yet be 
ſtitute- of the main concern, which is the faith 
and intrard perception of theſe things for his own 
dboul. I would deal fairly and cloſely with my own 
ſelf in chis reſpect, as well as with others; and 1 
will own, that my light is far beyond my liveli- 
| neſs; and though I humbly truſt that T have ſome 
little real life in my knowledge of God and his 
truths, yet I acknowledge with an aching heart, that 
it is vallly too little, and much leſs than my own* 
fondneſs For myſelf, ar vanity, ride, or con- 
. ceit (for, Lord, thou knoweſl, and bf ty that I 
have all-theſe in too great abundance within me!) 
| will ſuffer me at times to think that T have. Per-. 
ceiving then my own  weakneſs,. and the deceivable- 
| " of unri hteoujneſs in my own heart ; I am able 
in t to pity and bear with, the gs ac 
— defects in others. 
However, no real believer can find much 2 
in any notions or conceptions a 
13 truth, though xy ſublime, clear and con- 
8 — more in them and frum 
· h not wedge, indeed, 
becauſe by this he can ſee the wiſdom of God 
but he would have heart-knowledge too, becauſe 
- he viſhes ens, Wenn 
tere 


* P 0 


REMEMBRANC ER. wp - 
tereſt in the love of God. He can no more feed 
upon words and ſyllables in his ſoul, than he can 
live upon air only for his body. | 
The Lord, therefore, when he imparts the demon- 
firation of the Spirit to a man, imparts it not in 
word but in power, Thus the goſpel is zh power 
of God unto ſalvation to every one that belicveth. He 
cannot receive it aright without this power; he 
cannot live upon it but by this power; nor hold 
out in living and believing to the end but by the 
ſame power. tag lab L8 1 


This gracious feeding of the ſoul upon the 
things of God is its greateſt comfort here upon 
earth, and one of its bright. evidences for hea- 
ven. It is a ſeeret holy act of the ſoul, carried on 
beft without the clutter of animal paſſions, or the 
intercourſe of corporal things. The holy bread 
was eaten in the holy place, before the holy light; 
and all out of the air, or view, or correſpondence, 
of the world. Thus, in the ſecret place of the 
Moſt High, the ſoul feeds upon Chriit, beholds 
Chriſt, and enjoys all its divine communion with 
the things ot And when it hath thus taſted 
that the Lord is gracious, it loves to be with him, 
and ſays earneſtly. as Peter did, It is good to be here. 
The carnal notion even of. the beſt things will no 

longer ſatisfy or feed ie. 
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ett am ww 
T is no leſs ungracious than — to indulge. 
temper in our ſouls. Pride and an 
opinion of ſelf are the true origin of, 
— It is the more dangerous, and not ſo much 
to the ſcorned-as to the ſcorning, when ſet off with 
* mimicry, and pointed ſatire. Attic ſalt is not 
the ſalt af the covenant; and, in ſacred things 
eſpecially, is not to be uſed by a chriſtian. 
It may be diverting to mimic and 10 take * 
others, in order to expoſe their foibles or defects; 
but how and to whom is it diverting? Is it to the 
3 = ſpiritual, andmortified mind? No, but to 
\L a 
1 er ang 
. but 
Thbere is ſo mu inhumanity, Jas well ax irreli 
gion, in this temper, and u nally ſo little good 
ſenſe, chat the chriſtian is bound to oppoſę it 
both in himſelf and in others. C ulneſs is 
his privilege; but ſurely he may. be bappy in his 
own mind without planting thorns elſewhere; 
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fl 


and the carnal ; or, atleaſt, to what is 
rofane in a chriſtian, which is the very 
| others, that he 1 nor ſtrengtben 


if he can endure at any rate ſuch a e 
ee 3 


* 5 n k 4 ö 0 5 
* , N * . , * 
28 a N CHAP. 
* 
ws - 4 - - 


may, it procceds from the want of true happineſs, _ 
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lic a tat. Peint of Chriſtian Wiſdom to bing | 
. dwell between 3 ond Grace. 
Lit 7 
\VERY real [believer kak re FF Hwa 
new, an Eſau and a Faced, a carnal-mind and 
© fpiritual mind, within him: And theſe are con- 
the ont to the other; ſo that he cannot al- 


5 ways do the right things that he would do for 4 


God, nor cruſh the evil things that e 
do, within himſelf, 


Lens, or rules of on and power. The inclina« 
tion and effect of the one are conſtantly directed to 
ſelf; and to carnal things for the indulgence of 
ſelf; ind Wass p the oder, I 
tual things for the glory of God. Tn 
Men under nature, having — og of thaſs 
prices cannot, in their natural ſtate, dif« 
cern the other. It is by grace, as by a rule, that 
they are able to meaſure nature, and to know the: 
ions of both grace and nature, within them - 
7 2 5 „ e jnagerb, or diſcerneth, 
things ; e — 1 mak. of no: n. 
nah my in the chriſtian 
do its own doings, and to its own:pbwers; even in 
religion: But grace in his ſoul is forliving by faith, 
above and often againſt the feelings of — up 


5 tte truth of God, and erer 
for life and ſalvation. N 


Nature loves to ſhew and ſet off itſelf, ane 


5 admired gs excellent, wiſe, and great, in the eyes 


of men. Grace doth not ſet much by itſelf, but 
OF and 8 vaunteth not itſelf, mes wh 
P 
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cleaving to. ſenej; 0 
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. vue up, dreads the : applauſes of men, and makes 
. the ſoul ſee, that it is ſo mere a nothing in itſelf, 
F — it muſt receive every thing good, both the 


== of 1 drightevon of glory, 


71 
11 EXT eee Gr are | Jeſus 

i; Chriſt's,” makes the fpirit meek, and mild, and c 
| dent, and quicts it with r e ee 


in all things. Ne (26 
Narure haves che croſt, and-fhuns it us a bitter 
gles hard not tu. feel it, and, 


5 and evil thing; it 
” _ whenitfeels it, to get rid of it; without any other con- 
 fideration' than that it ins puinif] — — | 
dulgenees ißoations. But Free ſubmite to 
the croſs with humble r n, and defires that 
God's 2 may be a" rr; like as a wile 
s that his phyfic may have its due effect, 
eranpleaſunt and de it may bo in tus 
— „in 1 
When twirure attempts. holy duties, adm 
S pride it is to make 
herſelf rich-andvincreafed. in goods by them, fo that 
ine may have ſomething wherewith to purchaſe 
ceen of God himſelf. ee 
abedience of faith} not to le purchaſe life, but 
0 becauſe ſhe is truly alive already to God; and ſhe 
acts, not forher-own exaltution, but for the glory 
of him, who only can exalt, ny | 
bungry with g a wane oe "We * fd: : 
eth empty away. elke 
Nature admires parade, 
1 it ſeeks to be plea 
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| tel company ; ; and all this 
* 22 too. Aker grace ſnuns and diſtaſtes 
all 


gay s of earth, thinks of Chriſt in a 
ſtable, 4) of all he did and ſuffered to ſtain the 
pride of fleſh and blood; and receives the favor af 


God las a precious pearl for its own eternal value, 


and not for the ſake of any ene net N 
ent in kind from its own. | 


Nature loveth life, and to ſee go days i in ;chis | 


world, and as many of them as "ol it ſhudders . | 


to _ up its temporal enjoyments and carnal 

would endure a great alloy of care and 
trouble, rather than part with the hing, wani- 
aries, to which it is wedded, and in E it de- 


lights. Grace, contrariwiſe, can ſay with _—_— 2 
y k, if | 


Job,” 1 would" not live always upon eart 
for I have @ defire to depart and to d uin 
Chith, (edi y Joy Geror- Grace can think upon 


death as a friend, and hath often met it as ſack}, 


looking forward to the crown of glory, wh 
death e bal to, . 


And alt its trials here only cauſe a ſtronger breath 


* expectation of che heavenly home. 
ature is forward to ſpeak, and loves to he heard, 


and will be angry if not regarded, and will do much 
to be ſecn and known. Grace is flow to ſpeak, and 


flow to wrath ; wiſhes to hear, and learn, and un- 


| derfland; delights not to be in the chief ſeat, but 


is content with the loweſt ; and had rather lay up 


ſpiritual treaſure i in the' beart, than babble it away, . 


for ſelfiſh aims, with the tongue. It is not petulant 


or vexed if diſregarded, but commits itſelf and — 
whole of the matter to God. 


Nature draweth all from its own fund, and car- 
rieth all back, and with intereſt if poſſible, to itſelf || 


* 


. * receiveth all from God, and is 


in 


never 


7 


, > 
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never ſo tru delighted, as when God recciveth 


the whole of the-glory, as his juſt return. 
+ | Theſe are a few of the many diflinet operations 
| diaintore and: But ſometimes. they are ſo 
| 2 exed and interwoven with each other, through 
Aue craft and duplicity of the fallen natural 
ple, that it requires the greateſt watchtulneſs, 
care, and attention of the chriſtian, to unravel and 
divide them. The fact is, the two principles live at 
one time, act at ane time, and will be found in one 
uncl che fame perſon at all times and in all things, 
"While he lives upon earth. The chriſtian cannot 
vow the activity of his natural or carnal mind. 
h., by that faith and prayer, which removes 
ſpiritual monntains of difficulty, he is to ſtrive 
gin its high rule and predomi Carnality 
exiſt, while he exiſts below but it mul not be 
de reigning and triumphant principle within him. 
On ads other hand, grace; Which is pure and — 
ple ig all its on acts and intentions, and reſolves 
every thing with a ſingle eye and a ſingle heart 
into God, muſt take the lead,-and-bring-tHe-other | 
into the cloſeſt eaptivity and obedience that can be 
unto Chriſt. This is the daily battle, warfare, 
und oonteſt, which paſſes within = chriſtian, and 
Which no eye can ſee, but the eye of God and his 
An yea, not his own always, mor always alike. 
when grace prevails, there enſues what is 
ie mortiſication, ſelf-denial, humiliation, re- 
nunciation, and all the other exereiſes, which are 
painful to che fleſh, or nature, and its will and 
ways. On the contrary, when nature per” | 
- moſt, there ever will ariſe: coldneſs towards 
- faintneſs i in duty, doubts, reaſpnings, 1 
fear of man, fear. of death, and a whole world fall 
f _— Wan 6nd RES: By the 
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ſuperiority of theſe different eff ates in the ſoul, * 
eatily be ſeen, if attended to, he ſuperiorit 

one or other of their reſpective principles. * | 
there is a ſtrong attimal of carnal nature in the be- 
liever with a good meaſure of prace, and a Gy 


comes of a powerful and threatening Kind; Ow 


z tumult is raiſed within! Nature ſtruggles 


Eaſe, and winds, and — and frets, and laments, 


and uſes 2 thouſand fthifts to carry off the believ. 
from” the battle; or to melt away his heart in the 
mĩdſt of it: * | Gries: on the other hand, tells him, 
that now is his time to act like a chriſtiau, to hy 
hold upon Chrift and his promiſes, . us take u 

ſhield of faith, the ſword of the $3» 
helmet of alration. and to withſtan 11 not even 
to meet, the enemy; that he ſhall conquer the trial 
by ſuffering the will of God, it being his preſent 


duty to truſt, to hope, 2 8 and chat, 


in a ſhort time at the utmo ſhall end well, an 
redound both to his Redeemer Honor "and his bwh 


improvement. Whatconfli n 2 
—— ations, 9 not the” wr {tian | 


find i in che oppoſition of the carnal and the 9 i 


life; when temptations, troubles, or or trials of an 


kind are to try che ſtrength of both? And yet, a 
ter the tempration, it is in ſome meafure With 5 
as it was with Chriſt after his; rts, like an- 


ceable fruit of righteouſneſs ſu ſucteeding to theſe 
Bm — as will "make the, 1 a mY 
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under full diabolic irs 


that, 
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ponds with, 
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when the afſauk is made from 
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Father. encourage. hin afighero. be nothing but 

theſe. The ce e dreads i; pa 

the 2 e wn tis fd 

exefore, all this 

cls 1s going forward, the Fe 

lay crying on the 
his ſenſes, but ſhould: 
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know it likewi SES r 15 — 
ten beſet, and have often 
thou canſt be, in this hard, 
To this mbment I feel m 
had e 
a | m 
et Genf — 11 
though with much 
and forrow), to fly to | 
hold of the right ſtrength, to on the righ 
armout; wad to fall on with the right ſword, When 
I have done chi with and with moſt _ 
confidence' i divine ay bog | 
ſucceſsful, and moſt eaſily 182 en 
I] have lingered, or dallied, t red 


foe, orelſ I could with bim * 2 
oe, or bw eb 9 1 s 


becauſe he hat red 


overthrown. My. rebuffs have made me a 
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more wary of my own heart, te ty wks: 2 
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moſt triffing loſs, as I have often obſerved-iti my- 


ſelf and others, is ſufficient to unhinge and throw 
us out of order; if we have no ſtronger power than 
our on to keep us in it. Kn 

There is not a plant upon earth, how unſightly 
and bitter ſoever, but which hath an end for its be- 
ing. God, likewiſe, hath not intended his provi- 
dential works, however adverſe or diſagreeable to 


dur ſenſe, but for ſome juſt purpoſe and ably 7 


Fhere is a needs be, if we fall into divers tem- 
tions. And, if needful, them they are right and pro- 


table, and will appear to be ſo at the 


We have evil humors, that require cor- 


region ; and God ſends / adverſity, as a medicine 
for the ſoul. When it comes with grace into t 


ſpirit of a chriſtian, how doth it ſoſten and blunt 


his rough and acid diſpoſitions, hom reform and 
lower his ſwelling and | confident frames, ho -W 


chaſten and ſubdue his reſtleſs and impatient tem- 


pers; while the better part, his renewed mind, 


chers ſtrength, and holineſs, and refignation,. and 
? We ſhall indeed thank God beartily for 1 5 


our adverſities by and by; and, though theytare not 
to be counted ad any part of our inheritahce, we A 
ſhall rejoice eternally,” that chey were graciouſly þ 


made a part of the means for bringing us to it. 
We muſt pray, then, to truſt the wiſdom am 
love of God in all ſorrowful diſpenſations; ſince he 


doch not willingly or wantonly afflit- his children, 
nor ſend one ſorrow more than what is abſotutely 


neceffary to ou true edification and welfare. 
When we can bear all trouble as a part of the 


burden of Chriſt, and can obtain his affiſtance to 
bear it with us; we ſhall find it daily grow lighter 

and lighter, and at length become like the 1 | 
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y proſperity cannot remember 
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* In all time of our r good * deliver 
us.” We want his help, then more if 22 
ray in adverſit ; leſt the % of other things, enter- 
ng in, Sud choke the <vord, and it become Vgl. 
e have weak heads and a diſordered appetite, 
which aſe ſoon er- charge with a full cup E 


x Iproſ 

l u is no . but n chriſtians 5 
Vvorlaly riches may do abundance of worldly g 
to others; and it is 4 proof, that God is in 
of a truth Wwhen bbs do ſo; Yet; there is vel 


| cs reaſon to pray, an Ty while they are God 
ewards to feed · other careful - 
1 e rr Ke 


not to be ſtarred them 
ariſe in their hearts, through theſe Ser 


of zeal fur the. Lord of baff. Theſe em 
thing 88 3 b W Wo feem grit 


ber two mites, w may underſtand; that ſomerhi 
elſe is greater before Pebdeg Bed, than any Le 
of carnal and temporal things, 5 
Our hearts ned ne damips of this world to e 
them. On the contrury, God by troubles: 
quently ſtirs up bis on grace and life in e as 
we ſtir our fired, that 255 may kindle more reel 
ſbine more brightly nl gs, gre more ſtrongly, 
our comfort. draws us neureſt 94 
God, cannot be real N Whatever enti 
„ TOE 008; the" dune ef; 
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| W. may be id of protendeti virtues; 

hays 218 — ms; 
kat oppoſite as it is to that fallen iple' of 

| — as but it is not fo * 7 
nothing, ind 06” hav Gqeniant/ wh re 

flight'ani} contempt of others; to prefer al all God's 
— cocltves, and to place our ſcat fat 
Fr 
8 FFF the emotions of 
pride, et all this is the - 
truce and Bd di 18 een foul,/aud deinigh 
CI de if not neareſt to 


* 


4 
* 
* - 
» 


3 y flight mode of hearing, — | 
| Seatrade, deadens, intead of warming fixes the b 
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ing the life of God dae 


2 5 
hear only and commend this, and that, and the 


: Lhe 
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Er age, 
confirms the life. of the fleſh/thro p_— 


e ate for! hearing a variety 


3 a. multitude, of ſermons ; not for Frome vo _ | 


for pleaſure, hot. to digeſt and turn che 


buſile of nature, which doth not love nt 
ion nor the inward labors of the ſoul. Te 


other deer however excellent and gracioua, 15 


leſs grace to perform. To ſet up men 
forget God, to be extolling one man above 


; e employment indeed, which requires very little 


linker, and to be ready ta quarrel' and  abuſe(for 


che! ſake, of one poor worm againſt another; is all 
of it nothing more, than the vileneſs of the carnal 


es perverſely crept into religious profeſſion, and 


Fe the it b wretched, im nt, and vain. 
s were all that id to be und in religion, it 


Hou be a þad wiſh, that one's: 6 Life __ 


rather be ſpent with philoſophers,” 


To. hear for amuſement, to bo delighted with 


flowery | guage, to be charmed with action, man- 


ner, and voice, may do very well in the theatre or 
the ſenate; but to attend upon God, to hear his 
wWond as for one's life; to be filled with the bn 


importance of divine thin 4 and to carry 


Tere an the, heart for comfort, and. ſtrength Rp the 
this is quite another xibd of — which 


Adoth not ſo miich engage the carnal mind or ear, 


as it employs e s, the graces, and the Rolieſt 
dul 


affections 1 in the 


4 Ls 4 - 8 - 


into ſpiritual nouriſhment, but to ſatisfy the hurry | 


The one is rank abuſa of 
3 el 1 Tue other is finding, in the 

_ uſe of the means, the ye eg ry the” . 
8 thee 1 BY: - f 1 


five, or ſix in a day; as ſome have 


| lift 
unto life, or of death unto death, in them that do hear 
it; ſurely, in ſa ſolemn an affair, we ought. to 
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It is better likewiſe to hear one Pak and 
then to reeollect it, feed upon it, and turn the 
matter of it into prayer, than to be ng at four, 

n, and not 
be able to give a tolerable account of any one of 
them. The life of a chriſtian doth not corffift in 
mere hearing, any more than his natural life in 
always eating; but in. digeſting, and bringing 
what he hears, as ſo much nouriſhment, into the 
very frame and ſtrength of his ſoul. | , 

aith muſt be 5 with this, and all ordinan- 
ces and ſacraments, otherwiſe the outward” man 


5 45 acts, while the inner man is aſleep or dead; !} 
and ſo that, h, ould have been for wealth, only 


becomes an occ alli 
6 How en how much 2” is the 


beſt inquiry. Our Lord direfts us to conſider it 


well, where he ſays, Take heed how' ye bean, And 


if we reflect, that God's word is 4 /aveuy of: 


pray before we hear, to watch unto prayer in hear- 
ing, and to mix faith and prayer with what we 


have heard, that it may turn to our good, and not 
to our ſorrow, | 


"CHAP. XXXV. 
© Upan Decleyfan fron God. 


2 Avg how prone am I to fall i into fin, and 


to leave the Fountain of living waters! My 


* infirmities often prevail. 3 me, and, contrary 


to the better will of my me into the 
ſnares and bondage of Gerupton. © wy 


234 1 
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„ THE CHRIS/FIAN 


I a What ſhall I fay unto thee, O 
Preſerver of men! If thou tos me to myfelf, 
thou recoyer me not; I am gone for ever. O 


2 wretched mai that Fam, who ſhall deliver me from 
the body: of this death 1 | 


Thus I mourn and am vexed, when my core 
| ruptions are ready to over-power me. I ſhould - 
de loſt, but for my meroiful aid: I muſt 
entirely, if the blood and righteouſneſs of my dear 


i Redeemer were. not again e e to 
ſave and to comfort me. | 

| © what a miſerable body do 1 beer about with 

me It is the very load, and e, and priſon of 

my ſoul. And yet how fool do I wg and 

| - care for it; and how much more time do I fpend in 

* pouridhing "this evil fleſu, than in ſeeking the 3 

0er gg or the advancement, * omg Srv and 

| perity, of my immortal mind? 

2 chriſtian, ST * more aſhamed of ar 


| CHAP;  XXXVI. F 
On S. bay of Spirit. - 


A 


-. - Chriſtian ſhould defire, as a rivilege, 
PF e 
of his mind. Worldly * often flutter the 
animal ſpirits ; and the diſorder of theſe will too 
; Frequent! throw the foul into confuſion ;. ſo that 
d to be carried away inte what it on- 
'F  <dembts through the ſudden livelineſs of its affee- 
tions, or to be turned aſide from what ie approves | 
| of; the vehement onſet of to paſſions. This want 
ome ſobriety ia one great cauſe of all hor : 
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irregularities, which believers feel and demoan in 
their paſſage to henyven. 

. Be Jober, be wnigitant ; is a molt neceſſary 0 | 
tiou.to ws, while we are in this unſtable fleſh, and 
withiti reach of ſuch an adverſary as the devil. 
If we are not abſtracted, in due meaſure, from the. 
craay and drunken ſpirit of this world, to which. 
bo are all inclined and from which grace wy 

an deliver us at all; we ſhall be diſtracted w 
4 5 fcoliſh and uſeleſs thingy, be expoſed to 
numberleſs dangers and fnares, and often in our 
giddineſs ſhall forget where we 


are, whither we 


are 1 „ muſt ſhort upoh vs. 
og ittering, — Ml owe of the 
— — this evil world! How often is it 


in her hand, held out towards us! 5 ready are 
we to take and to dri of it? But 


of the abominations and Gods ber ſpiritual 


cation atu 

How — ul red, is the chriſtian's 
paſſagt th rough B&!-k hdw marvellous his 
— are le e bv int 
leſs than ohe of the greateſt wonders of ali 
goodneſs and power. 

If a man were commnnded to put to ſex by H- 
ſelf in a ſmall open boat, without any ſuſfctiarice 
but what might fall from the fkies, and with Yo 
direction but -a chart and compaſs, amd thity'to' 


over a wide and tempeſtuous oon; it 
" = faint idea of the chtiſtian's kev 


He too has no chart but the word of no co | 
byt the Spirit of God, no proviſion bu but 2E. 
grace of in Chriſt, no ſaſety 


waves of 


r — 


eeril ſpirit but the power of God, no #dility'to k 
- _- himſelf for one IT finkitty birt 4 


f! 


faith. 
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Kundi in the mercy of God, and no hope of getting 
_fafe to the venly ſhore but by the truth of God 


in Chriſt; Jeſus. - y. when à chriſtian confiders 


all theſe perils on the one hand, and his own weak- 
neſs on. the other ; it ſeems an act of moſt aſtoniſh- 
ing love and omnipotence, that he ſhould ever 
inherit the kingdom of heaven. He feels it to be 


mercy, and faithfulneſs, and rich bounty, and 


_ kindneſs, indeed, from beginnin 8 to end, and is 
almoſt loſt in wonder, love, praiſe, and and 
for ſuch a great and unmerited ſalvation. 

Seeing, that theſe things are ſo, ve verily he * 
to watch and pray, that he may continue in fairh and 


Pe on in be 0 unto 1 _ | 
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it Thin} 4 4 A. WN an 2 $3 
_ —— IS ana | 
* en God the 3 'and 
vet keep back our heart; it would be: t Mm a 
rthleſs and an odious offering. * He confiders- 
- the . or outward. grandeur gf human 
works, but the ſpirit by which they are performed. 
. build hoſpitals, make noble endowments, 
"4 give. ergy donationg; all which are not to be | 
* nit > ow apr oth becauſe they are of 
| ent eſpecially: to the poor : But 


Ne ger ge r 


without ;confidering his glory, and without 
ing in the leaſt degree nearer to him or his:holi- | 
28 widow, with. two poor mites and a hand 
und beart of n will be found tor have 2 
more than all 2 ay the; — 5 of n 
Dn righzeouſly. ß 17, 009 7 
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If our heart be gi iycn to God, we ſhall» 
darren or unftuitfuf indeed; but 'our Srv mg no * 
be for eaſy „but unto true holin 

bf „ © page le of ſuch, po 
that it turns 4 man (48 1 were) out of gon 
defivets him from his own ſelfiſh whims and inten- 
tions, and caufes Him ardently to defire and deli hr 
in thoſe things alone, which may exerciſe all 
* titude in ee _ an of his great 


8 
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3 E HAT. XXXVII. 
15 n ' On Liberty of bel. a f\ 


HE liberty of the ſoul confiſts in 8 | 
frotri the abſolute dominion of fin and fatan. 
he chriffian therefore denied eng ny becauſe of - 
fn n in his mortal body; be ſhuns * ſpirit ol the 
world, becauſe by its: Anfulneſs it promotes, h 
inbred corruptions; he, 71 and * * againſt 
the evil os ” Bacdiite he is the grand tempter and 
firrer of all iniq uy both. in himſelf and 3 3 
The more this frame Fl air the. more 
- will thie heart exjo! the glorious liberty of the.children 
| of God.” This is 7 holy and r; 14.6 Freedom, 
Which the chriſtian! pants after 3 
_* hich is moſt ſweetly experienced , when e Cool | 
is moſt abſtracted from the ſolicitudes, pur NE, Wl 
* of ſenſe and of time. The Fa 
mercies is the cauſe, the Son of his 5 : 
means, and the Spirit of grace is the p Mer, of all 
the ſpiritual freedom in carth and heave 


: all te tranſporting bleſſedneſs reſultiy = 2 3 
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The world and 


nd the fleſh are a dead weight upon 
the mind in its 'pdfſelfion 6 = 
heful freedom; and, therefore, in the mind's 
les to gain and ſecure it, the world and the 
leſt wuſt be brought down and kept down, having, 
like che Sy potlerk nothing about them, but 
nne 
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"A LL fickneſs and ſorrow ariſe from fin. If 
we were not unholy creatures, we could not 
D . py ereatures. Every element fights 

againſt © b health by changes and inclemenges ; 
And 3 food we eat, While it nouriſhes for a 
”- Ante, lavs t 
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Sickneſs is a ſcourge to the ungodly, and a 


Ster, a ſolemn remembrancer indeed, both of the 
Vauanity of all carthly things, and of the nearer. and 

© nearer approach of immortal glory. 
When fiekneſs comes, and grace can meet it; 
O what a juſt repreſentation do they make to the 
ſoul concerning the poor honors, riches, and cares 
of this tranſſtory world! How unimportant do all 


the ſtruggles for power, wealth and preceminence, + 
Which have employed or enraged the paſt and pre- 

ſent ages, appear! How . childiſh, and meam the 
- objectspals before us, for which men have * 
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their time, and thrown, away their, . ſouls! What: 
bubbles, what. nonſenſe, what glaring and horrid 


Suren have filled, directed. Ke overwhelmed: 


e counſels of the world; and all to no other proſit 
op. preſent uz and laſting oblivion or ro 
| s the. ſoul. feels, when it is r by 

neſs to conſider, the 82 wh IE 


and. of time. 
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of. ERS doul-fi rain 


what are 5 he 74 
moments! How 1s the mind aſtoniſhed 


grandeur of God, and with the deep and wide he 
Wy to. him! Wra pped up | 


n all t : 11 
in the ſolemn contemplation of unutterable glori 
how doth the mind 58 examine 0 8 
fully! inquire. into the truth, and extent of its, in- 
tereſt, in them! And if grace ſeal an anſwer of 
peace ene the heart, how doth it flutter with = 
neſs at its bil and how will the 3 

be agitated with delight, in the ſure prof 

an eternal concern in theſe valuable, ele ouly 

e 4g things! 


The chriſtian will be wakingly * to "All this k 


an r if his diſorder be ſuch, as can admit ot 


re ""Bleffc ied be God, however, whether he 
yet, being a chriſtian, hia 


75 thus us elle} A not; 7 pee be 05 
e is equally. ſafe wit thro ious 

a 5 Whatever be the — the — 
is 5 the covenant of God is ordered i in all things 
and ſure, and ſure and faithful is God himſelf to 
perform it. It is comfortable, and indeed deſirable, 
to have pleaſant foretaſies and aß of grace 
and glory, under the pain or decay of the bod 4 
but they are no otherwiſe material to the ow 5 
: ev s 
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„ HE cnniCfian 
| Hever's: 
= — Wray during the ſhort tithe of his fcknefi, 
f Have them abundantly after it, if it end id 
Kis diſfolution; or, if it do 25 thut end, the wal 
| — in the ; days chat may yer be —_ 


met Tait, in 1 
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ſceurity for heaven. If be hath nor thefs' 


of them is'a loud admonition to make bit callin 


if wo-cannptchink of Chriſt, through the powel 


er Sale, O what an happineſs is ir to be affüred, 


that Chriſt thinks conſlancly and effeftuatly of ut 
Ne wittet# a our be m our ft; that is, he 
turns the” whole frame of our condition in it fon 


and hel pleſs ſinner 
Freed ul ſtate, 5 me not 
leech wc the in the 1619, and Janguid: 

te ces of infirmity and difeaſe 
$ Rae: won & thou art” ſuid to have borne our 
— becauſe thou bareſt the fins which 


our bett ad 


0 Lord, leave me nbt, 


| _occalioned them; take, take, away from my con- 


ſcience the guik which brought difeaſe, and then 
the worſt part of its miſery ſhall be done away too. 
And when, «through my fecbleneſs or diforder, I. 
cannot act faith upon — love; O catch my droop- 
ing - aaa carry me as one of thine own lambs in 

dm; and let my foul en commit itfelf 


% 


: and give up its all in quiet 25 to thee? If 


wp that it may 


thou raiſe . from I e, fickni 
tary. among _— 


be for the 


If thou take 57 Roles, m. this world, 
thou Hope and Life of my ſoul, receive wn 


ſelf for my everlaſting happineſs, and to be ano- 
ther monument of ſovereign grace 3 before"the — 1 
* i 


affembl of x 1 bo hr xt 
heaven! OL 
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Ti is an-awful and a ſolemn thing to Fay "avi 
am ſometimes amazed at myſele, that, ſeeing 
It is not only awful but ſure, L can: be ſo void wry J 
reflection or recollection, as I frequently am, outs 1 
cerning it. 


Some talk bravely about death, and of encouti- 


| tering it with great natural courage or high phriloſo- | 
Pphical principles. Theſe may indeed defy or meet 
8 1 but they can neither ſoften nor take it 


For a ſinner to bully death with no ſpiri- 


55 life i in his ſoul, and no everlaſting life in re- 


verſion, is the act of a raving madman, who laughs 


at a horrible and ruſhes down head- 4 
to deftzugto PROPS, Tong | 


O ales eternity! It is fearful: indeed to 
'burſt the bands of life, and to break forth into the 
'boundlefs, and unalterable regions of eternity 
Nature, in its ſenſes, cannot bear the ſhock, which 


death inflict, either of being an everlaſting nothing 

alk, k, or of enduring everlaſſing miſerx 
41 deſerves... It is grace only, Which Tun itb- 
= 


'as atheiſts t 


ire the Ro with; hope full of joy and ĩmmor- 4 
ly, „chat, when this brittle tranfienit lite is paſt, 
oul. ſhall poſſeſs a being, happy: and . 


59 8 eſus Chriſt « alone. js: dend difarnied, 


hen the Saviour peace and ſalvation 
through his croſs. L death is no 
more the king of terrors, He gives up his fear- 
ful fling, and deſtroys nothi about the _ | 
but his fin and the means n 


55 "a 
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O ho ſweet is the ſmile of that chriſtian, who, 
dying in the body, feels himſelf juſt upon living. 
for ever! He quits his cares, his ſorrows, his in- 
© firmities, and all that could diſtreſs or diſtract his 
| fpirit here, and looks calmly into the world before 
kim, where he can meet with nothing but concogd 
love, and joy, in the ſociety of the redeemed anck 
of his Saviour throughout eternity. He is weaned 
from the earth, and therefore he can part with it 
eaſily. He is fitted for heaven, and therefore he _ 
longꝑs for it earneſtly. He cannot but defire that, 
Which is congenial with his own renewed mind; 
and nothing of that fort can truly and perfectly 
| -be-found-our of the regions of glory. . 
Tord, when 1 fhall quit this clay, I know got; 
"_ — 2 ey. It n 11 
me, if thou ſuſtain me by thy grace in this wor 
and if Iam divinely ed he I hall be for 
| ever — thee 25 the world Dr 0 15 * 
inwincible Joy'of the Lord ung Trdeed be my freiigth, 
ben I 1 upon the bod of Kath waiting 
From moment to moment for Chrift, and Yor ay 
un diſmiſfion hence to be with him 
_ +5: Soon this body ſhall turn to the duft, from 
Wheance it was framed; but nothing cah'exringulſh - _ 
the life uf my ſpirit, which hath no XL 


| earth; which Cannot ſubfſt by matter atid form. 
Sand which, in all its facutries''of will, underſtand- 
. 3 is of kin to à brighter world. 
Ad, O how reviving is the thought! I am not 
| only of kin to angels and heavenly ſpirits by the 
very nature of my ſoul ; but Tam doubly related 
| to chem and to my God, by being born ahi and 
| ene after his bleſſed ape, or i ſs, throup 


. 
heir of an everlaſting inheritdtice. All that deat 
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Nom death unto lift, and ſpall live for evermore. 
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then, cando to me is, to tell me that I am of age, 

and. to lead me forth from theſe chambers of dark- _ 

neſt celebrate my birth-day in the palace of glory. 
I always retain this view and ſenſe of dea 

I ſhould ſay, that he deſerved quite another name; 

or, rather, I muſt exult with the prophet and 

apoſile, O death, where is thy fling ? O grave, aul 


is thy wiitary ? — 
Tae bleſſed $aviour of poor finners like me, 


on thee, and on thee alone, my eyes are fixed! In | 


the ſolemn laſt hour of my pilgrimage here, O let 
my eyes of faith be yet more a and more 
ardently fixed upon thee! And do thou, in che 
tender compaſſion of thy heart, which can f 
thize with all thy node woes, look down in my 
departing moments upon me. Soothe the pangs 
of death with thy rich conſolation and care} Let 


me then ſee thee by: faith, who to carnal ſenſe art 


inviſible, ready, willing, glad to receive my ſoul 


and let me pour it forth, in an ecſtaſy of praiſe and 


deſire, as into the boſom of everlaſting love —0 
my Gad, thus to die, would not be dying; but : 
only departing to live and be revert} i 2 
80 true are thy gracious words, Gang ron, | 
that Why/oever liveth, and beliewath- in thee, | 
newer dis No, he fall never periſb, but is paſſed + 


be to thee for this rich, this mvaluable promiſe! 
Lord, I believe: O help mine unbelief 
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Make me wilt diſcern the motions within my 
| * foul, and to:tr6 

Allet me not be deceived by the will, t 

force of the fleſh, whenever jt wauld. min 
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456 THE CH 
+. The Recollefion of this ſecond Part in Prayer to God. 
TD NABLE me, O Lord my God, to examine 


IE myſelf; and nothing but thy grace can give me 
faithful diſtruſt of my own condition and attain- 
ments, or an holy 
r 00 ct 
I have received Chriſt Jeſus my Lord ; ſo, 
I know, it-is'my; intereſt, privilege, and duty to 
walk, to live, and to get forward in him. O keep 
me from ſpiritual, ſloth, or, as it may better be 
Kealled, from carnal. ſeeurity, tha 
the loins of my. mind always girt and 
and with increafi 
for eve 


— 


1 
x 5 


eye, and a ſimple heart, to ſeek not myſelf, nor 
my own pri | 
and all I can rightly have, in thee, and 
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„ myſelf, the ſtate of my ſoul, and the reality 
and growth of my experience, ſeriouſſy, deeply, 
and conſtantly. I am ſtil} clothed with a corrupt 
nature, and therefore am always inclined to favour 


watchfulneſs over all that paſſeth 


r , 
entangled, 
fatth and patience, the bleſſed 

ſet . me. Give zeal 
duty, ſtrength rightiy to perform it, and 
a humble holy reſignation of heart to leave all the 


proceed. 

1 in 
holy things: But let my ſpirit be thine own ſacred 
temple, where I may find thee indeed, working in 
me, enlightening and enligening me for all thy 
ſervice and glory, and drawing me, with a fing 


e from whence the 


pride profit, or pleaſure, but all I want, 
in thee 
1 alone. 
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aldne. Draw me nearer and nearer to this juſt and 


perſect rule of action, to this ſweet and bleſſed ſpiri- 
tual life; ſo that I may be able indeed to ſay, and _ 
with the-increafing confidence of truth, I no longer 


live, but Chriſt liveth in me; and the life, that I 
live in the. flefh, is not after the fleſh, but by the 


faith:of the Son of God, who loved me and gave 


bimſelf freely for me. O let this be my humble 
and ſecret path of life, which none can know but 


whom thou teacheſt, and which, for its narrow 
neſs, none can walk in but whom thou ſupporteſt 


— 


1 by thy hand r ee 5 
Thou knoweſt, Omy God, that I am in the world, 


ſurrounded by temptations, oppoſed by men, at- 


' tacked by devils, weakened by infirmities, and ex- 


gow by nature to all manner of evils. Without are 
Shtings, within are fears. How ſhall I get ſafely 
on to the end, or rather, how ſhall I get on at all; 


unleſs thou art with me! I plead-then thine own 


promiſe of truth, that thou wilt guide me by thy 


counſel, and at laſt receive me to glory. 
Keep me, while I am in the world, from the 
- hateful,. dangerous, and I ſpirit, which 


aboundeth in it. Let me have conſtant proof, that 


indeed I am thine, by baving thy life manifeſt in 


my mortal bedy,.controuling and ſubduing it in all 
things ta thy righteous will. So ſhall even the 


world own, that I have been with jeſus; and if it hate 


me, upon that account, as it hated him, O welcome 
be it, and let me account it as one of my brighteſt 


© evidences, and my greateſt honors. 


% 


In all the circumſtances and conditions of my 
outward life, O help me to look for thy ſpecial 
blefing, without which nothing can ſucceed in it- 


ſelf, without which every thing may lead me aſtray. 


Help me to bear loſſes and croſſes, as thy diſpenſa · 
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tions intended only for my. good; and view: me 
wiſdom and grace to ſee thine intention, and to get 
the good thou meaneſt by them. Reſtrain all the 
murmuring and rebellion of my carnal nature 
" againſt | 322 and lead my ſpirit, by all 
"exfications, to nearer fellowſhip and ſweeter commu- 
I); nion with thee. 80 ſhall my earthly ſorrows be 
turned into ſpiritual: joys, and all the calamities, 
5 which can | me here, ſhall become urging and 
ſucceſsſulremembrancersto prepare me for nnen 
3 heavenly. kingdom. 
| warms when fickneſs and death ſhallots; as 
T5 . n longeſt, 
13 nb Ned y me, m only Lord, in 
* — moments. Make all my bel 

— — and turn over the forrows of na- 
ture into the joys of thy grace. Receive my Tt 
rit, which I commit unto thee, as thine only; 
truly Lam thine entirely, thine by purchaſe, thine 
by grace, thine by promiſe, thine by the immutable 
oath Tabs all.thine holy attributes. carry mę to 
the regieng of peace, to the church of the firſt-born, 
w the ejty of God, and to Jeſus, my Lord, my 
life, and my only; Redeemer! is la 
- heaven itſelf: but thee ; and what can I defire 


2 + 466 zghout all thy.works, 88 _thee! 
y heart and my fleſh may fail; but thou art the 
| Tread of my deat EET on. fr 
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the ſight of God; will, of ull men, — : 


lucre' or for fame; but he is, what none but a 


| of braven; but one, who is wiſer than the wor 
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3 CaL nen 
ble name of almoſt ſuſpicious. But 
is finoere iti che beſt things and walks m in 


8 or — ſterling in togricy from 
1 — into every dut Perry oy the — 


— he, 1 God, nor yet other men 
but as $a eonvehient 'to himſelf, may very 
juſtl fuſpebd in his — eo his country 
rofl as aa e indeed, 
very far, as they have — but 
man of theſe, and where are his 1 
moting the national welfare? 

The chriſtian is not . ers Mak: 


All carry ſome — 
a wo 
N 


— 
for % 
_ 
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chriſtian can be, a patriot in ſpirit and in —— 
pouring out his ſecret and earneſt prayers REP 
God-for the true proſperity of the land- The 
world, indeed, hath a low opinion of this arti 
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hath told chat ibe eſfechua l fervent þ 
| righteous — availeth much, And if one g oy per- 
ſon, like an Elias, can be inſtrumental in drawin 
don public bleſſings; what may not be hope 
for from the prayers of legions of chriſtians 
throughout. the , nation ? We ma read what the 
prayers of fuch men hate done, i in Heb. x1.33, 34. 
| he chriſtian patriot will rejoice in all the 
done to his country ;. though other. hands, rather 
than his, have*been Veel in the doing it. 
That man deſerves not t ws te name of a patriot, to 
whom the peace,, honbr, and proſperity of his 
bounty are only valuable, as eb may r ; 
* epreribuce.to his ou. 
As the chriſtian's patriotiſm i is Pons, on the 
pure principles of religion, he 1s more defirous of his 
country's proſperity in true worth and virtue, than 
in riches only, which are often the deteſtable fu 
of luxury — 5 pride both to, ſtates and individuals, [ 
He is no enemy to commerce; for a thouſand rea- 
ſons, but an utter enemy to commercial " an 
reaſons/ infinite and eternal. 
In wiſhing for his country all. kinds of temporal. 
bleſſings, - he cannot forget to aſk. before God for 
an an, abundance of ſpiritual mercies. Hie heart's 
deſire is, that the goſpel ef religion of Jeſus! 
Auriſt. happily countenanced a? pr the law of 
„ may for ever floy brough. the 


: land! in all its power and purity... Though he is 
nat and cannet be an enemy do any man, yet he is 
a well-prindipled adverſary to all wicked and blaſ- 
phemous errors and opinions, and to all profliga - 
cies of heart and life which flow from them, and 
which have over run . AS mo: „ and; 
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The chriſtian carries religion i into his patriotiſm, 
but not his patriotiſm into religion. The things 
of God are too holy and ſacred with him, either to 
be mixed with or co truckle Do lirele low poli- 
5 A he can fa * 1 fhoald 

· in cen bis — 

and endeavour — the — f hr his —.— 

by being a good countryman. He will con- 

tribute fairly and 99 ns rol —— live 

in all ly quietneſs ne his 

; i. all godly pray faithfully and earneſtly for the 

2 publie weal as a chriſtian. Were all the 

ſubjects ſuch patriots, with God's bleſſing, the 

nation would have but little reaſon to live in fear 
of her nen enemies. ; 3S,8 1 


) 
[. CAAP. II. 


The redl Chriflian' is confining a durifal Sebi 
1 the King and bis Government. 


TE that ſaid, fear God, - immediately added, as 
one evident proof of the reality of his religion 
4a the king. Liag chief magiſtrate, the king 150 
God's firſt temporal miniſter, who is to bear tlie 
ſword of juſtice and judgement; for rhe pun¹i + 
evil diers, and for the praiſe of them that do 
The chriſtian then, living like a chriſtian, has wo 
juſt cauſe to fear a wound. We are commanded 
by God to reverence thoſe, who act under the king 
ive theſe ends; how much more then are we bound 
aal io himſelf? And if the chriſtian be cou- 
for his country, he cannot be unconcernai 
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\4 ; 
| for his ſovereign, who is more deeply intereſted in 
2 its welfare — (meg pe Ho CAL TORT 4 ö 
1 N publicly and privately for his king, 
Tor all his family, and for alk that are put in autho- 
rity under him. It is his wiſdom, intereſt; and duty, 
"thus to pray; becauſe their proſperity is nat only 
connected with his own, but their downfall would 
oecaſion all manner of hazard both to his country 
and his friends, He can no more be a true and be- 
nevolent chriſtian than a real patriot and ſubject, 
who countenances ſtrife and ſedition; for by theſe 
confuſion, - rebellion, ' rapine, and murder, may 
+ _overipread a land, to the deſtruction of millions, 
S _ to the reproachtul hinderance of all godlineh 
and piety, en OL Wt * 0 11468 
A true chriſtian. values private, public, and reli- 
* gious peace at too high a rate, ever to ſacrifice it to 
the caprices and ſuſpicions of ſelfiſh parties and 
worldly politicians. Corrupt as the world now is, 
be is thankful for the great civil and religious 
| berty he enjoys, eſteeming it a wonderful provi- 
dence to him as a Briton above almoſt all other 
men; and. therefore he is not captious and queru- 
| lous that governors are frail mortals, like himſelf, 
and fo cannot poſſihly pleaſe every one, nor be ab- 
| ſolutely p feet + in all things. 7 vs 
In caſes of real oppreſſion, the chriſtian hath a 


*. 


detter God to go to, than his own paſſions, or the 
violences of ſinful men, or the evil god of this evil 
world, who kindles thoſe paſſions and violences by 
bis own. He doth not rave, but pray; not ſwear 
and curſe, but bleſs; not ſtrive to cut throats for 
his own ſelf-will, but to ſubdue his own heart firſt 
to thewillofGod, and to ſoften the hearts of others 
dy temperance of conduct, kindneſs of reaſon, and 
purity of life. - Aud aubo is be tharwill barm yon, ifye be 


— 
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followers of that which is good? But if ye ſuffer for 
' righteouſneſs ſake, happy are ye; and be 'not + of 
their terror, neither be tro ; but ſandtify- the Lord 
God in your hear tm. wo Ft 9 
The word of God is the chriſtian's rule of 
litics ; not the fanciful, ignorant, and impractica- 
ble ſpeculations of men, who knew not their own 
hearts, and who, — all from their own ſtock, 
could not have true wiſdom or grace, and conſe- 
uently could, not truly and really govern them- 
ſelves. Whatever principles, temper, and conduct, 
cannot be ſanctiſied by the word e God and prayer, are 
j unholy to a chriſtian, and ſtrictly to be avoided. 
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* n 1 "IP Fen. *” 4 _ — 


The real Chriftian will puntually obey the Lou of bie | 
Country in every thing, not oppoſite to the Will and 
e ; 


NIQUITY, not righteouſneſs, is the object 
I and GIGS law, - Without law, ſo finful is 
man, there could be no ſociety, , or 5 
And though real chriſtians Ann 45 no- 
thing but right, were there no law at all; yet as 
the number of theſe is few, and as the nature of 
man is frail and requires order and direction, they | 
cannot better ſhew, that they could live without 
laws, than by the moſt exact attention never to 
break them. | „ 8 
' There is only one caſe in which a chriſtian can 
withdraw his obedience ; namely, when the laws of 
men are analy oppoſite to the will, and word, and 
laws of God. But he oughttobe very ſure, that they 
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are ſo, and ſhould not truſt his own fingle judge- | | 
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ment, leſt, inſtead of ſuffering for God by 
man, he only ſetup his natural ſelf-will againſt that 


of others, and ſo rather than ee the 
kauſe of no —— N 


-. The laws of this country ought to be dear 
at this time, to a barg. Venue 2 
moſt unreſerve ed by them, in his libers 
v, property —— can, now. fit and 
mou i een Vine, none ming ham 
atr 


* A profeſſor of wy fe on acts unworthily, WEEN 
V rit 


es to evade the and intention of the laws, 
or to proſit by ſecretly breaking them. It is no 
act ot faith * to ſmuggle, or to eat, drink, and 
wear, ſuch things, as the prudence of the ſtate hath 
forbidden. Perſons, who can allow themſelves in 
this licentiouſneſs ; ought to examine the upright- 


neſs and ſincerity of their own conſciences, and 


whether they — pine yet yet further contribute to 
the ruin and confuſion of their 3 if the 
punithment and force, meant for r ly, men, 
did not reſtrain even them. The chri ianity of a 

ſmuggler, or ſhuffler of juſt duties and taxes, is as 
much to be doubted, as — honor and juſtice of a 


profeſſed highwayman. It may be added, that 
man deſerves more blame, who, profeſſing religion, 


can venture to do what both nee and reaſon 
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— Ke, an, 0) 
= ' How à real Chriflian ſhould condu#t himſelf towards 
i | the Church of God. 0 


HE untamed corruptions and natural blind- 
1 neſs of the human heart have introduced a 
2 variety of diſorders into chriſtian pro- 
eſſion, and occaſioned the whole multitude of fects 
and parties. All believers agree, that there is but 
one ſpiritual church, the bride of Chriſt and the. 
mother of the faithful; but all believers do not 
act, as if they really conſented to this truth. What 
miſchiefs hath not the carnal mind produced in all 
ages! Superſtition, bigotry, perſecution, pomp, pa- 
rade, and intolerance, are all of them the proper 
fruits of an evil heart, uncircumciſed, unſubdued, 
untaught, by the Spirit and power of God. They 
are the evil and deteſtable weeds in the-ſpiritual 
* fields, Which do nothing but ſtifle, over-run, rob, 
; 3 = pres reg £11 Ua 4000 * 
There are real chriſtians, perhaps, in every 
ohriſtian church or ſociety; — it will e bo 
denied, that there are hypocrites, formaliſts, carna - 
liſts, and ungodly men, in all. Let the chriſtian's, 
conſcience be free; for God is his only maſter in 
theſe things; but to whatever particular profeſſion 
he may belong, let his converſation be edifying ta 
- that, and let his charity be ſhewn to all the reſt. 
- He ſhould be willing to think the beſt things of 
any good men, conſidering the prejudices of edu- 
cation, the differences of ſituation and temper, and 
the advantages which God hath given to ſome 
above others; and eſpecially conſidering, that real 
chriſtians of all denominations are fincere in their 
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views, and under deep concern for the ſalvation of 


48 their fouls. Theſe conſiderations beget tenderneſs 


in every ſpiritual mind ; ; and the want of this ten- 
in any man is no proof, that he is nor yet 
carral. In things neceſſary there ſhould be uni- 


25 ty ings ne-t wept el liberty, and in al 


e ee be in the nid mode br | 
join of real chriſtians in their worſtiip of God, 
their life and ſpirit of worſhip' are one and the 
fame. As belevers under the law had the fr 
gerne of faith with thoſe under the goſpel, rhough 

there as a vaſt diſparity in their -ourward e 
tions; ſo theſe laſt have Hunters oaks: bg 
unity, ven and uniformity too, dne — 
Let ench t hen in His ſeveral vocation, not ſo much 
firive for che hondr of a 1 or for makitg Lie) 
ſelytes to 'u party: perk? e F 
love of $45) haves elo Chron al | 
cious power which may be given them... It 14 | 
bechappy :tadeed, and” honorable: for the chriffian 
1 if all its profeſſors were like minded in 
all dutward chings; but as this is not to be ex- 
pected; while evil! can mingle with good, t 
ought however to labor hard, on all ſides, 17 —_ 
a el, ke eee | 

Let him, that uſeth ee de als 6.08 
him that uſeth them not; and let him, that Will 
not obſorve times, and days, and rituals, pray for, 
rather than revile, thoſe who do. The love of 
Obrist preaches this leſſon. wich the apoſtle of 
Ohriſt, almoſt in nar Wm, enfordes and. 
confirms,” ; 15 e 1 
Wich reſpect to hoſe of the fame Amin bY. 
the chriſtian is called in & more'efpecial manner 
EP e 

| or 


1 


and deceney, chat he may lay no ſtumblin be-bl 
in the way of the weak, and no offence beſe 
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for their comfort and edification. He will ſee, 2 


the true diſtinction of a believer in Jeſus, is n 


to riſe over all and to ſet up himſelf as a 
ſomebody, but to be the ſervant of all, ſhewing all 
meekneſs, and gentleneſs, and truth. The ty ii 


mities of others he muſt not magnify, but pi 


pray over, knowing that he himſelf alſo * 10 
the fleſh. The attainments of others he muſt not 
envy, becauſe theſe are the free gift of God, which 
if a man can allow himſelf to envy, it is only be- 
cauſe he doth not know it. Strength of ſpirit in- 
ires another conduct: Weakneſs of the fleſh 
ne leads to this. In fine, whether he bots a pub- 


lie ſervant in the viſible church, or a private mem- 


according to ſettled order with all gravi 


ber; he will 2 that he may demean himſelf 


the 
aud ofthe ſtrong ; büt that he may be an exam- 


ple of godlineſs, humility, faith, patience, and 


8 N to all about him. 


This, ſurely, is far better than any - nick-name ; 


bon this is the true life and eſſence of che betrame, 
a/CHanTIAN, —— 


CHA R. . 9 
0. the reciprocal Duties of e, FOY Pal. 
* would be prefemption' i in me — oooh f 


thoſe, by whom I would moſt gladly be tau 

y words therefore, on this. bead, ſhall be 
and, I truſt, they will not offend. | 

The faithful Anifter is the ſervant, the So 
herd or paſtor, eee the teacher, the 
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tze phyſician, the helper, and the comforter, of | 
the people committed to his charge. It is not, con- | 
ſequently, a light bufineſs for light heads; but an 
aweful and ſolemn concern, which requires all the 
grace, wiſdom, prudence, learning, courage, faith, 
© Patience, and, holineſs, that are diſperſed among 
the laity at large, to be collected in one aſſem- 
blage for one man. N #1 
The profit. of the flock, not the profit from the 
Rock, is the grand object of a true paſtor's concern. 
It is the character of the hireling, woe ou the 
WET beep are nor, to care only for the fleece; and when 
be gets this, the ſheep not being his (which he 
' proves by his want of care for their ſouls) he is no- 
thing better than a robber. The world ſwarms 
with theſe ſpiritual» thieves, who ſacrifice all the 
. 8 their idleneſs, 2 pride, Fry gre 
When any congregation of people have the 
| bleſſing of *. and faithful = how ought 
they to prize ſo ſcarce and valuable a jewel! Such 
li nan one is worthy of all. honor, both for his 
N 


work's | fake and for his own ſake; and thoſe 
chriſtians are not wiſe for themſelves, who do not 
All in their power to ſtrengthen his hands, and to 
aſſiſt him in bis miniſtry. 1 r 
ö One good way of accompliſhing this, is to pray 
earneſtly and conftantly'in private for the paſtor. 
This would draw down mutual bleffings both on. 
- ſpeaker and hearers, and much endear them to each 
- other. The reaſon, probably, of the diffatisfac- | 
tion and uſeleſſneſs, which often ariſe between | 
them, may be owing to the want of mutual prayer, 
which begets indifference or remiſlneſs, as well as 
diſcovers too lax a ſpirit of watchfulneſs and faith. 
And, then, how can the word, on one fide, profit ; and, 
on the other, how can the preacher. be dat 
_ {he : 


* 
| 1 
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The miniſter of Chriſt, who gives up all lag, 
time, labor, and expectations to his * 
ought to be comfortably and honorably fu . 


In it. The laborer is worthy of his hire; * the 


very beaſts eat of the corn for which they toil,” Tf 


+. the maintenance be voluntary, it ought to be the 


more liberal for that very reaſon : If it be ſettled, 
it ought to be punctually complied with. It i i 
ſad for miniſters, whoſe buſineſs is of a hi; 

kind, that the covetouſneſs or diſhoneſty of their 


people ſhould make it. juſt and neceſſary for them | 


to attend, with any anxiety, to low er affairs. Cer- 


tainly, it betrays want of love to when men 


can ſuffer his miniſters 'or his poor to ſtarve 92 
ſe 


| thels dwellings. How can the paſtor give him 


up to the word and to prayer, when he is con- 
ſtrained to ſerve tables? And how can he miniſter 


without diſtraction, when poverty and cate haunt 


and worry him all the day long ?—As a layman, I 
may aſk theſe queſtions, without ſutpicion of any 
intereſted attachment to an order.. 


It is a melancholy fact, that the worldly pride 


and lazineſs of 000 clergymen have made the 
laity regardleſs of their profeſſion, and ready 2 
treat it Wich Wrongs; 10 chat the ſpiritual 1 
rance and irreligion of the laity n renderec 


ene of the clergy, in all refj not 2 


rable or de ſirable, as it ſhould | for tbem- 


ſelves. 


However theſe things r be, the chriſtian hath . 
- one ſecurity of hope, whi 


tr fat 


can never 
foundation of God fandeth ſure, hating t 


The Lord knoweth chem that dP i, der 
every ohe, * nameth the name of hriſt, 
from i po. God is our Refuge and Seren 


Wk font; « yay; 74 in 8 h 
| THz do | 
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| . not ve oa 1 uh the 3 be PET Y, and 
2 the mountargs. carried inte the' mi © 
Ar 


tert is a river, the freams whey Hal 
e eſtabliſhments, may vary and fail; but 


glad the Cur 'Gop.. 
- the: true LIES ple of God ſhall endure for ever. Yet 
| bn 1 dence, has ordained theſe outward 
| ela liſhments, it ſeems. the buſineſs. and privilege 
of g BYE Lad to ed and Kae them. 


's 
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FT 15 not OY 1 8000 genders fee! bur com 
n pon Tf. Berri my N s cotruption 
againſt me, wall 0 poſe my corru tion 
f EL and ſa. enter into 7 or. ſhall 1 15 nor 
er beg of that Bis grace in me may in- 
Vite A grace that is in m brother, and ſo we may 
1 0 whole in peace ? If we are real chriſtians, 

* muſt both d eſire only what, is juſt and right, or 

a We do not hee like, chriſtians ; ; and if we both 
agree 1 in Erik this as the end, how is it, *that 
Me differ violently about the means? If eicher 
| ave done, or defired, the wrong ; the other, who 
2 Is 3 under the conduct of grace, ſhould kindly 
vr ea repreſent it; and, if he cannot 
Fine 1 8 the . Bo to God. 1. t : 

ng the. unholy and un tumult 

* and e e eg: own. ns. e that 
can bear. and forbear moſt, is certainly 185 the 
Fan I 1 K's ery, and Lo rye to a real 
5 1 baſe fury and 


. 


* 2 8 liever to walk an 
lord of the fleſh, 


* 
5” WW 
a3} 


deſerves wel, and 
patiently 


8 
i > 


n 


nr 


REM EMB RANCE R. % 


patiently ſuffers evil, then is he like to his Maſter, 


and right in himſelf. 
| "The apoſtle directs for belicvers, not the ven- 
e of the law, but chriſtian arbitration. Law 
is the laſt refuge, and can only, be lawful, when 
right } Is not to be had by better means. 
It chriſtians, who have a matter of difference, 
would graciouſly agree to meet with each other 
r, and to pray, together kindly for each 


pry 4 
| ether before the throne of, grace; ahr 204 if they 
. meadt the attainment of that ri 


they mig e en it 
SLE But, it is the fleſh 


t ſtoop; 
* of | wiſe as 


they dared nes 55 2 eng: 3 


out, and 


which — = — > 


which comes in . 


— 2 
turned aſide; and a; h g train ot. inquietudes EE 
zealouſies fill the bre ol ys ee: who. um 


hope to dwell, with. God 25 with eac 
* eternity. Pe. wi 3 
$0 


If m brother be wrong, 1 ſhall 1 ſhew my- 
Celf i in 9 right? By wounding bin more than 
hath wounded himſelf ? By doing wrong like wi 
and rendering evil for evil? No; let me pray, that 
God would open his eyes, and. not ſhut my heart; 

that 5 him more grace, and me more 
patience to mect what * gracious in him; and, 
2 at. 


„ THE CHRISTIAN 


at the utmoſt, that I may not be a partaker with 

him of anger, or of thoſe ſins which may follow 
upon it. * . 
= I'in the wrong ? What then mall 1 407 

Shall 1 perfiſt in it, and make myſelf more ip the 
wrong ? This would not be ous ; this would 
be bringing miſery 7 heaps v u n myſelf. Rather 

let me go firſt to God, and then to my brother, 
T i 5 Yer M x or my error, to both. 

I! There is no fam in confeſſing our ſins to God, 
i! nor any meantigfs in owlmng them to men; It is 
' the mark of a noble and generous ſpirit in common \ 
Wo life} and it is the wiſdom; the duty, and the privi- 
lege pf? 4 much better iſe in che chriſtian. 
"Othod! love of che bretkren, whither art thou 
fed! We profeſs to believe in be r 
an; but — wr ſaints, Who have th 


| corninuhioh? - "the unity of Oe 
church with aden 0 to its ' menibery3/- but Where 
ure thoſe members, who live in this unity 7.0 


Mame upon us, — differ at all, that wre edi 
— 


bn triſtesf that we love to differ, that we urge 

Promoße differences, and that the healing ſpirte 38 

of t more-to de found amongſt us! Las if thou 

_ Ayouldeſt differ with us kt any time, as we are 

nut all times to differ wich ötkers; ; O. how ſhou 

We'ftahd before thee; or what could we anſwer for 
 tirſeives? Give, O give more of thy-grate, thin 


we may hu ble in our own hearts, true and . 


in ür „ Willd wo other and deeply ſub- 
z. ee! KAT #9. iet 5 LT Ha 
FA Fade zul l . \ Yew oretireng? * 2 " 
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or worſe than nothing. 


k n HE, aps | 


A 
4 


b | — | 1 vn. 1 8 


41 Larric reel Chriffign, and 1 1 


ik State. 


T: 1s 7 voice c of reaſon and” lire " that view: 


mult, not be; yoked with prophaneneſs, nor the 

. true * an intel. When. perſons have 
broken through this rule, they haye abvays done 
it to y. own Ine colt ; as abyndafice, of examples. 

Can tel - by 

Some have ventured upon this tranſgreſſon, 

from mere; carnal motives, pretending at leaſt to 

pe, that they might be ee of of brid 7 p 
tape tha fide, unto God. Many inſtances indeed 
decur, where both parties have married before they. 
= * grace ll and Ns 2 ards bee 
V. 18; exam aps, 18 not 
be be found where a believer, RE Fes n 


df ral ends, hath 
2 5 W al rage 2 a e 


F525 8 


via <4 4 


Qed, that God will. be Bed 2 
may beg and that n e wilfully, violate: 


is and cannot do it with 
his bleſſing of God is all in all and if We 


pow not.this, wbatever we have beſide, It is Been, 


When the marriage - contract is made | Wy. 4 
and with. race; there is every reaſon. to hope for -y 
ſucceſs,  'The lefs water of earth, and the more 
wine of heaven, phe: is at the 11 ſo yk the 

xctter, 17 5 * 


4 


? 
: 1 


> 
* 
N ö 4 Vie, 


| th FFP cakfs tr 


Aſter marria begins a life, f care; and con- 
_ we 4 the Hife of fich ſhould be ſtrengthened 
x. It is a good way for married rſons, 
20 ally to Pray "ky the Family, or-pitrately, but 
together. Mutual prayers will improve mutual 
gien, and turn, the very .commoneſt bleſſi 
of life foro ſpiritual metcies.' If Chrift he 155 
Need in both their k hearts, he wil not on! 

"out alt put and va nge, but Tubdue or rem 2 

N 0 of, ng bas NS Ars: 
As this fate” res much ah Face to 

Ne e it properly towards God; by emands 

„ 9905 of chart rity, fothearance! and kind- 
0 other," that nu duty fall between 

the 1 2 and 0 areſt 112 nei n e huſband and 
l 1 are more e > expoſed ie > to foticityde, red 

and a thoufand': cireumſtanees; 

erſoits in the 1 W e a are 'yoked Mor 

adh te meet ele and in Nerd muſt bear 
them. Now, if g grace be not the living and con- 

+ Uverin, principle in two perſons thus eircumſtan- 

d; there are ſo many impe fections in themſelves, 
ba " anavoidable.mortifications in the world, 

| 1 8555 evils on every fide, that it will be impof- 
ore them to live, in a due degree as t they oughr, 
the common in e der Which overwhelm 
e WO 44 Bic =o heart wilt ede 
often every temporal miſery, and 
| ba A united W towards We : 

1 of heaven. alva 1 
What | a comfort 1 is it to true intim, truly 
married in grace as well as nature, to reflect, that, 
ag they are helpers of each other's faith and joy 
1 this world, to Pa, ſha}l be evorlaſting friends, 
In 4 more exalted way of life, in the kingdom of 
2 W 227 

only 


* 


=. WF Jv Wu EY W 


© here, they do not ſeparate in the! beſk fer 
only paſs off, one perhaps after the other, to enjoy 
this union in perfection. 
br 13 "2484; een 
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only à very ſhort time at the longeſt but there, 
- ho* further ſeparation fhall enſue; Being as the 
angels of God, they ſhall live with dim and the 
whole church of the redeemed in wunſpeakable joy 
for ever. Their preſent union of heart and grace 


faintly typiſies the union of themſelves and of all 
Aarchful with ' Chriſt ; and, when — 4 part 
e, but 
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| d blow 
run general rule of parental duty is, to brin 
up children in be m1 a e of the 
Lord. It is true, we can ive them grace, but 


we can lead them to the means of grace: We can- 
not give them a new life, but we can correct the 
old one: We cannot make them to know Chrift 


ſavingly; but we can, and we ought to nurture 


them diligently in the ways'of Chriſt, and admoniſh 
them in the fear of God. Whatever we can do for 
them, either temporally or ſpiritually, we are bound 
to do; and when we have done all, we muſt leave 
them to the Lord. 'We muſt not repine, if we can. 
not mend” their outward*cireumſtances'; for theſe 
are in God's diſpoſal: Nor ſhould we faithlefll 


mur mur, if all our prayers and diligence be le 


for their ſpiritual good; for, as this is a gracious 
gift, we only ſeem to attribute too much to bur 
own powers, and affections, when we unduly 


lament; that our children have not obtained it b) 


us. When we have prayed to God for them; we 


* 


3 will 5 up our com- 
grace Mg . a thou- 


5 eſe, when put 
8 5 make up a good and. founda- 
tion, con ane no bad gin hey E 


them. . 

* ; There 3 is. 2 promiſe o bleſling 7 4 the third ard 
aurth generation of s offspring; which. 
ee for them, and bach in the Prom — will ever 
be prompting him to ſue out, that ey, may ob- 
tain, I had rather be a 3 * d covered 
by his prayers, than t the firſt emperor in 

the world, FA evoted 451 8 unbleſt. 55 
Some that aps ah had children, and others that 
would be wiſer t Salomon, or rather than God's. 


one 1 have written books to ſhewy- that 


; , utterly uded 
4 — — ha e 
eemper to A prope t to be done 


8 8 0 
. 70 a blethag as well. 
as on an er duty ;]but thaſe have either taken 
falſe Baltes 2 —— nature, or have had bur 
| | expotence of it, Who preſume: that it 
8 do x WA Ag well. without the fear of puniſhment, 
it can be reaſoned ißte all. the irkſome 
| 2 : and toils of life. Such methods, we know, 
ill not reſtrain - even groyn perſons, WhO Ser- 
wer yay can .reaſon; and receive reaſon, better than 
a ren. Corruption is to be checked by. all. 
means; and if the gentler. kinds fail of effect, as 
they will in the far greater ** of — the 
more ſevere mult be uſed, but always without 
fon+ and in moderation It ſhould be underſtood 
| to; be a, parent's fad duty, which therefore can 
uw | Þ ky on: no pleaſure, but on the contra —— 
a wortiftcation. When it is thus ner. 


and profitable for themſelves. The only 2 
Lion is, if parents are ſo ungracious and unjuſt, 
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it will not eaſily be abuſed : When odhivewite; it 
is not really performed at all. The parent's my 
conduct yew erves a ſeverer chaſtiſement from God, 
chan any that can be due to the ann, of 
a child. 


0. u, Dayy of Children. „ „ aa 


ESE are — * — Parents in Ae 

for this is ri Till children have learned 
ue, x — od 6 learned nothing, | 
and, will probably be fit for . ing. 
As they owe to their patents, ander God, their 


maintenance, protection, introduction to che duties 
of life, and their very life itfelf ; God hath laid 


it upon them, as E 18 neceſſary in the order - 

his'providence, to honor and reſpect their —— 8 
Children, who tranſgreſs this order, rebel exiſt 
God. And it hath been matter of 2 concern 
to many gracious perſons, after have been 
brought to a true [ſenſe of thin at they have 
rom fm this Jul and. "EEE: 

' | 

Their obedience tbe in the Lord; and dur | 
«i Lord's fake. This is well- pleaſing to God, 


<0 infiſt' upon any thing which God-forbids, or 
to oppoſe any thing chich God comma 

the moſt dutiful chifdren muſt diſe and can 
plead: God's own abſolution. 

There is one great circumſtance! in life, wah 
Wr e This is mar- 


riage 


* 


en hearts 


? 


. * THE CHRIS THAN; 


riage. in ough ght, if poſſible, to enga 


. this ſtate with the full bleſſing and conſent o 295 


parents. On the other —— rents ſhould never 
- conſtrain, and not always reſt the affections 


bk their children. 


The two trying caſes are . 5 5 
Bs to the former; the diſeretion of parents is 
vſually of great importance. Children are not 
to follow their paſſion into ruin; nor is it the 


duty of their parents to. conſent to it. On the 
2 hand, mere lucre ſhould not guide the parent's 


| "ENG. mind, but 5 — nobler conſiderations of eha - 


racter, worth, and ; Where theſe are want- 


EE „ All. the —— in the Wan! 18 hs "ts 
; n fs. ; 
| to religion, the materi erable rule for el falke. 
is, to marry in the Lara Ar dir 


wiſe, the command of God muſt. firſt be reganded; 
and though he may have a right to put a negative 


perhaps upon almoſt any match, he cannot have 


eee which is contrary to the 
expreſs. word of Ged. He likewiſe hath not 3 


5 — bis child's natural affections in 


any marriage, even here no objection can be 


| made upon à religious account ; becauſe the peace 


and comfort of natural life. are concerned, — 


becauſe the child muſt be the ſufferer here, and 
de opoſed to | ſome. dangerous temptations, ; On 
the ot 
che e 


2 (to put the laſt difficult caſe) where 

— — 5 5 affections in a manner, 72 
r circumſtances. will juſlity, = 

Hut, jy of religion, the, parent with; holds 


conſent; it will be beſt en try aq 8 4%, gain 


that conſent, to wait a8. lo and with 


. as much . 1 f 1. it, PERS all to 
ſupplicate the 


Father of meęreies to diſpoſe the 


_—— 
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hearts of the parties concerned aright, and not at 


laſt to venture on an act of ſuch apparent diſobe- - 


dience, but for fear of greater evils than what may - 


ariſe from the unreaſonable obſtinacy, perverſeneſs, 
or irreligion of the parent. The cafe is ſo nice, 
and may ſo vary in its circumſtances, that the 


wiſdom, uprightneſs, and grace, of the ableſt chrif- * 


tian friends ſhould be well conſulted upon the 
occaſion. | 


E MW EM: 
| | On the Duty of Chriftian Maſters. © © 
1 T is far more difficult rightly to command, than 


- 


dutifully to obey. To be a maſter and a chriſ- 


tian at the fame time, in the direction of worldly 
affairs; requires more grace than men uſually ima - 
gine. The maſter may ſoon be acted, and people 

are commonly very fond of acting this, from the 
luſt of power which rages in corrupted nature but 
to command, under a ſenſe of God's authority, the 
things which are juſt and equal, and not be lifted 
up with the pride and n of pre- eminence, 
this is to give a proof, that the heart indeed lives 
as in God's preſence, and that worldly ſuperiority, 


which generally begets inſolence, can be main- 


tained with true meekneſs and humility. But how. 
can he, whom grace hath not made maſter of his 
owr arrur ions expect Obedien from others 
with all readineſs and fincerity ? „ * 

As in a Higher caſe, ſo in this it may be aſked of 
every chriſtian maſter, I bo maketh tber to differ from 
another ? Surely, God's providence never raiſed 
men into power, that they might ſhew their pride 

| 5 only 
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* - ” only, but to do good, and to carry on, as far as their 


* 


*,. 


9 


them perhaps plenty of bread, and furniſh t 


- indeed but by God's mercy ; but they can eaſily ſee, 
if their maſters do not live graciouſly, — 
;readily notice it too; nay, ſometimes make from 
their, failures an .apology, though a bad apology, 


power may extend, the welfare of ſociety. If any peo» 
ple act otherwiſe, they muſt one day be deeply con- 
vinced, * all. the little diſtinctions of men have 
no natural reality in them, and that there is one 
common Maſter in heaven, with u hom there is no 
* as relpe of perjen- 1 7 50 OT” 

Many profeſfing matters are exceedingly deficient 


in one great duty to their ſervants. They give 
em 
well in earthly things; but they neglect to hold 


9 


out the beſt of all ſubſiſtence, the bread of life to 
their ſouls. The omiffion of family-worſhip can- 
not be excuſed on any account. This, (as one 
laid) like the hem to a garment, keeps all things 
' © together,« and prevents other duties and , affaiys 


from ya ar Seryants cannot have grace 
will 


for themſelves. If maſters would live and dem 


_  * themſelves. like chriſtians, indeed, and walk in the 


of God; their ſervants would mend their 


manners, though not their hearts, and we ſhould 
have fewer complaints than we have, to the diſ- 
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duſineſs keep it in his mind. Servants, 8 


heart; with good-will doing ſervice, al to tbe Lon by 
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6-0 PP; RET 
On the Duty of Chriftian Servants, 18 


A Profeſiing ſervant ſhould get by heart the 
4 following rule of the apoſtle, and in all his 


to them that are your maſtery according to the fleb, with 
fear and trembling, in fenglene/1” of your brart, as unto 
Cori: Not with eye-ſervice, as men-pleaſers, but as 
the ſer wants of Chriſt, doing the will of God from the 


and not to men. © 


Our proud hearts do not naturally love obedience. 


+ ſhould all ſoon be undone. 
tian ſervant's light ſhould fo fline before him, | 


the gracious and upright conduct and'converſation 


We would all be maſters, and ſet up for ourſelves; 
and if God ſuffered this, corrupt as We now are, we 


Is the maſter a man of the world? The chrif. 
that, though he may hate him for his religion, he 


may reſpect him for his diligence, dutifulneſs, and 
truth. Some maſters have been won to God by 


of their ſervants; and how do thoſe fervants live, 


who ſay, that they ſhall not be fo bleſſed 2 If the 
maſter be harſh, it is not likely that à ſervant's 
faucineſs ſhould reclaim his mind, or do to 


| himſelf, or bring honor to the cauſe of God. Let 


all be done, w | 
' | and diſpetingi; and, if there be no other remedy, 


tinence, or to 
Is the maſter a real chriſtian? | 
+ vant will render him double honor, and rejoice to. 


h can be done, <wvithout murmutings 


it is better to — to commit the ſins of imper- 
live in the ſins of anger and of ſtrife, _ 
e faithful ſer- 


obey him on à double account; both becauſe 


Q pro- 
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providence hath made ſuch an one his maſter, and 
grace his brother and friend. If he take any 
unhandſome liberties on that account, forgettinę 
his own place and duty; he breaks the order an 
diſpoſal of God, and lays for his own mind a foun- 

bes; pf gan aan... It is a ſad miſtake of 

7 ty, when truly ſerious ſervants imagine, 

that by grace of God they are:to:take up a new 
ſort o ye nc boldneſs, and that, inſtead of putting. 
= hy I of a 1 * quiet Kal —1 

ve rivilege to be inſolent, frowar 
1 9 bellen What 4 wretched thin 
it to de ſaid in the world, as it too often is ; 
82 have ab. kind of ſervant, than (kg | 
feſſor of 5 5 el e ſuch are always lazy or 
unruly: had rather have any one for 
my A Or miſtreſs, than thoſe who talk about 
2 oY are always ſo gloomy, humour- 
and perverſe : In their p of worſhip,” 
they ſeem faints ; but at home they are wolves, 
en and very devils. O this is a ſad light 
indeed before men; or bee an unſhining tapers 
that reeks only in a ſmoak and a ſtink ! 

The laws of. this country, above all others, are 


d much in favour, of ſervants and the poor, that 
| the. obriftian ſeryant is obliged, in gratitude both 


to God and man, to conduct himſelf with the more 
FZaeal in his ſervice. to both. Servants bere are 
Ko confidered- by. the laws as equally-free-in perſon 
wich their maſters, an eee or 
abuſed. How then ſhould the chriſtian bleſs God, 
that he bath placed him in ſuch a country as this, 
| where the, goſpel. is. freely preached and freel 
| heard, and where he can enjoy his. confeience wit 

comfort and liberty? IF be dab. more work than 
* Choogh ths e $8 cle) he he 


. as become his p 


” 
1 
: 
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hath leſs care, fewer diſtractions, and is more out 


of the way of hay decereul and dangerous ternp= 


tations. 


CHAP. XII. 
On 4 cu. ni, Duty i in hit Calling. 


TN the. condudt of all things, whether ſpiritual 
or temporal, a chriſtian is called, not unte uncl 
Nb bes en debug abies be blamelgſi and harmis/i, 
the fon of God, <without rebuke, in the midſt a crooked = 
- and perver/e nation. Their methods 
\ of evil are to be no rule with him; but his out- 
ward life and conduct ſhould be a luminous eram- 
ple unto them. He fliould remember, though 
1 che cio 
yett are able ju 0 
itſelf, and arg eaſi — whether his 


honeſty, fincerity, 5, goodneſs, a und charity, be 


The chriſtian's ſtat ion, rhoreſorn, In this Ts 
ſhould be maintained for his maſter's bf my 
that is his chief buſiheſs, not only 
but in the , the field; the —_— the cloſer, 
and in all he 1 ath and doeth in che world's for 
which end, grace muſt come into and ſuperintend 
the Whole. Be be rich or poor high. or low; if 
he live without grace in, common: life, he lives 


\ 


pPoorly to God, if, at all, and; (to ſay the beſt) at a 


very cold and uncomfortable- rate within himſelf. 
For a ebriſtian to think of getting ſatisfation or 
happineſs out of the creatures without God's 
ble gs _—_ 4. great want of faith and expe- 
nf 


hes cannot have this. bleffing, unlefs he 
Qz - carry 
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carry grace with him into his affairs, and ſubject 
his own-will and carnal, affections to God's glory. 
A chriſtian is as much a man of grace at the 
market or in the ſhop, as in the church or the 
cloſet, He deals fairly and conſcientiouſly, neither 
defrauding in the nature, meaſure, or weight, of 
commodities,” nor taking baſe advantages of the 
ignorance of others. The money, gotten by fraud, 
. hath a curſe in it, that will either bring togment 
with it, or melt it all away. There is a maxim, 
Buy cheap, and ſell dear:“ And to carry oy 


maxim on, men will wrongly; undervalue. and 


ommend, ſaying, Jt i aeg, gaught; in order 
0 defraud the feller of the juſt Worth; and they 
wall oxer- prize, and put into a falſe light by a 
= thouſand falſe words, What they have to part with, 
merely to take in the buyer, Thus ſhop-lies, 2s 
well as coffom-houſe-oaths, are become proverbial, 
and therefore trivial, even with ſome, who ſhould 


treat all ſuch abominable practices with deteftation. 


But how can he be thought an upright man with 
God or in the church, who can pick another's 
pocket by words, which he knows to be deceitful 
and unjuſt, in the poor concerns of this world? 
be putting double, priced upon goods is alſo 
diſhonourable and unworthy; of a chriſtian. If a 
man give the higher. price for that, which the 
fſieller can and will afford at the lower; the ſeller is 
à thieſ and a cheat, for all the * in che dif. 
ference. The law of man indeed will not lay hold 
'  -of him; but he ſhauld aſk himſelf, M bat i. that gain 
avorth, wubich hath the cun/t of God upon it ? He may 
be ſure, it hath not bis bleſſing, becauſe it is un- 
Clean and unjuſt. For aught he knows, it may 
bring a curſe upon all his fair profits, and lay 
* the ground of much future unhappineſs, if not of 
| 2 £ ruin. 


no: 


WE ENA E H. ww 


ruin. Would be do luck ing if he were dying F 
How then can he dare to attempt them, when he” 
knows not but that he maꝝ die in the doing them?” 
It is a laudable cuſtem,. which ſome worthy perſons 
have ſet up, to put one fair ſum an their goods, 
and to take no other. 

With reſpect to commodities of fluctuating Me 
| the market muſt be the ſtandard of demand; it 
being underſtood, that the market is neither en- 
hanced nor depreſſed by any. known arg or 


de 
1 2 all caſes of traffic and- buſineſs, every man 
N juſtice to himſelf and juſtice to others ; and it» 
is his wy to wrong neither. A chriſtian, muſt be 
an honeſt man, and. will not wilfully, rags... 
and perſeveringly, do wrong: And therefore 
any perſon will thus do wrong,, he N 
the name of an. honeſt man, and my leſs that of 2 
chriſtian. * 
Whenever doubts ariſe upon an ſubject of this. 
Eind, let the chriſtian do as the Pſalmiſt 
the Lord always b fare lim. If a man walk cloſely. 
in the fear of God, he will very rarely . 
ignorance be guilty of injuſtice to man. : 
There are alſo ſome profeſſions, which no 1 
chriſtian can dare to follow; It 1s not 
to name them, becauſe they fall under the ſtroke 
of one general rule, which every believer in Chriſt 
muſt, approve.. The trade. the calling, or the 


. © avhich caxnet be prajed over, be lived upon in faith, 


and carried on wit thankſeiving, is, bike Achan's 
golden. wedge and Babylmiſh garment, 4 curſe te be 
owner, and an aboninaiiin to be Lond. On. the 
Other hand, a /mal. tt ing, "which the righteous hub 
# better TOW. * riches of IP: wicked ;; and * 


* 
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is much ſafer, an happier too, who hath no money 
in his purſe, than he, who, with thouſands of gold 
* _ filver, hath the wrath of God along with 
them. ; 0 ks iN be 
It is the privilege and duty of a chriſtian to com- 
mit all 8 concerns to the favor and bleſ- 
| þ- Ao Jod. He, that prays, as well as works, 
 Joſes no time by his prayers. | He that works, but ? 
Noth not pray, may often expect to labor in vain, 
| as well as in fin, and to bring his affairs to no good 
end. Duty hath much preſent comfort, and no 
F curſe in it; which conſideration alone is worth all 
1 „ e VC 


„„ | 
= That Duties are not to be meaſured by the Succeſs, © 
HO ubich may follow them, but by the Ward of God 
XIV E have much ſelf- love and ſelf-righteouſ- 
„ neſs in our fallen nature, which cauſe us 
to expect ſucceſs from our ſpiritual or temporal 
duties, and to be mortified when we do not find it. 
Whereas if our minds were perfectly given to 
the will of God, or in this frail ſtate could be ſo 
- given ; that will would be perfectly our own. 
Let not the chriſtian grieve without hope, if 
” after all his attention to duty in his common con- 
cerns, they may not ſeem to proſper in his hands; 
for, however they ſeem, they do proſper for his 
real good, and eſpecially if his heart, mind, and 
foul are drawn by any Glapprigrmett the cloſer 
to God, God's promiſes are not to be meaſured. 
by his providences, but his providences by his pro- 


miſes.“ 
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miſes.” The chriſtian therefore muſt keep in 
the ſtraight * of duty; and leave it to God to 
appear faithful in the end, who can at no time be 
otherwiſe. 


to ſtop their performance upon that account? He 
ſhould remember, what God hath appointed him, 
and he ſhould pray to do it ; but, as to the cvent, 
this doth not belong to him. It is God's concern 
entirely. He may indeed rejoice, when he ſeeth 
the hand of God; but he muſt truſt and be doing, 
when he ſeeth it not. All will be well with him; 
and that ſurely is ſufficient for him. 

It hath been a ſore trial to many faithful miniſ- 
ters, when they have worked hard in God's vine- 
yard, and have not ſped. But it is ſcarce neceſ- 
ſary to obſerve to theſe, that ** ſhall be bleſſed 
in their labor, if not from-it. They feel the com- 
fort of God's promiſe and preſence, or they would 


on more heavily ſtill. It is an old complaint, 6 


I have fireiched forth my hands all ihe day long to a 
rebell ous and gainſaying people. So Noah was a 
preacher of righteouſneſs for an 120 years, while 
the ark was in building; but it doth not appear, 
that he wrought upon one ſoul, He was not, 
however, the leſs bleſſed of God. Our Lord's 
apoſtles converted more than himſelf abundantly ; 


and probably for this reaſon, that his faithful miniſ- 


ters ſhould not afterwards be too much a ps. 
when they ſce not an immediate fruit of ir 
OO TI It + 7 * | 
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| e E . XVI. 
Wo ' On the 8 of a Cbriſias to * 5 


TN the firſt place, as much as lieth in him, the 
A, chriſtian TY au live in peace with all 
| That bleſſ; Bork. the Holy Spirit, har- 
4 e not with contention and ſtrife, but lovett: 
j Lei 55 concord and unity, yea, and unanimity too. 
him that men are of one mind 1 in their own: 

houſe,” and in the houſe of God. 

"As the chriſtian is no Srawhry ; ſo, in his habit: 

* life, he cannot be an arrogant, uplifted, con- 

ceited, and preſuming virion becauſe ſuch an. 
one, in this arrogant world, cannot poſſibly be 
free from brawling. 

Not being a coxcomb of this world, the chriſ- | 
tian hath nothing to plume himſelf upon for the 
admiration of others. He knows, that hab pplauſe 
of men will not follow the true ſervant of Chriſt, 

und that, if it did, it is too dangerous a thing for 
| him to meddle with, whoſe inward {clfiſhneſs coſts. 
him a conſtant hard labor to ſubdue. | 
He values men, and defies to value them more, 
8 des them. The family of the faithful are 
his relations for eternity; and he will ſpiritually 
efteet theſe above alt other men. He is to live 
with them in glory.” By this bal all men know, 
that'ye are my diſcipies (faid Chriſt) if ye have Jeve ons 
 #24vards anothir, - 
His natural lobe tb tis natural ſriends, is not 
extinguiſhed by the love of God, but elevated, 
puriſied, and increaſed. He ſees more 'of the real 
Ang of their ſouls, and is more anxious accor- 
dingly for their beſt intereſt * immortal welfare. 
Thoſe, 


| 


3 W oy pity' and * ſince their iche with; 


| 5 a world of miſchief and ſlander, and * 


- few of this ſort ſhall be ſaved, and it'is only 3 
with God to ſave any of them; yet the chriſtian 


I 
+ 1 
* 
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Thoſe, who have obtained like merey with him- 
ſelf, are more eſpecially endeared. Thoſe, who 
Want this m 2 his fervent * and com- 
n, becau "they want it. hen he eannot 
love for Chriſt's ſake, he will not ceaſe to Tore 
them for their on. 3 
RKailing and evil-ſpeaking, be wilt cordially 
deteſt. The good he knows of others he will re- 
Joice to mention, and the 2 unleſs for preven- 
tion of further harm) he wil to conceal. L 
n a good rule, never to Ip of of men's faults to 
others, till we have firſt and faithfully! ſpoken of 
them ta the offenders themſelves.” © This would 


ſave many from perſiſting in fin. 
e will eſteem grace, and even common virtues 
and worth of character, above all manner of riches.” 
A rich wicked man is, in a chriſtian's eye, ſome- 
what like a body bloated with unwholeſome fat and 
diſeaſe; not very pleafant to look upon, but much 
to be pitied and deplored. O what an evil is ful· 
neſs of bread, without emptineſs of ſelf, and fulneſs 
1 The chriſtian will behave to ſuch, with 
the decency that becomes himſelf, and with the 
reſpect due to their ſtation ; At the ſame time, he” 
cannot. be partaker of their fins; nor ought he to 
miſs the opportunity, if providence give it him, to 
ſet before them better riches than they en) 
even God's durable riches and rigb. oni. loughr” 


will be the more tender and compatſionate to them 
upon this very account. If they are to have their - 
whole pertion in this life; ſhould not the anger, 

that may be felt from their inſolence and pride, be 


ſoon 


,,, IF apt Conus Dato — 
1 5 a C 
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ſoon be corruſiad, and not an atom of their pomp can 
r poor, the chriſtian cannot, 
#8. 4, chriſtian, be wanting in commiſeration or 
relief, ſo far as it lies in his power. The affliction 
of their circumſtances will reach his heart 
When his hand cat do leaſt to abate it. No rea 
Chriſtian can dit ib po He that doeth this, 
is under a worſe poverty than their's. God bach 
_ , e29/en the. gon this abr to be rich in faith, and 
Fer of hit hingdom : How me een: the 
| who are thus bleſſed, receive contempt from 


od's children? Or how can the at 5 
be treated with. inſoleuce and 1 e 
Lord hath declared, that he will avenge their 
| canſeP- If a poor man be wicked, he is doubly 
entitled to pity ; becauſe he hath nothing in this 
world, and worſe than nothing to expect in the 
Voerld to come. If a poor man be gracious, he 
is doubly: an object of love becauſe he is now | 
under many trials in the fleſh, which the wealthy 
do not feel, and yet is dear to God, as his own 
_ bleſſed child and future inheritor of his glory. © © 
To men of every rank and ſtution the chriſtian 
will endeavour! to tender their due; Catom to aubem 
caftom; fear to who fear boner to whom honot, Let 
has on ſituation in this world be what it may, he 
ig fle only gentleman; in beurt, whatever others may 
ſeem ta be in re rw gp 5 7 fe 
is. gentle, ſpewing all kindneſs. to ai men, This is 
the golden poliſm; and, without this, the reſt is 
nothing but tinſel. ed £7 A Mee 6 a PR 
It will appear trom hence, thatthechriftian ſchool 
teacheth the moſt diſſicult gvod manners of any in the 
world. It not only inſiſts upon a decent outſide, but 
leads to the correction of the heart, and to the A 
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adjuſtment of all things into a right order within. 
No lax morals, no licentious conduct, no ill words, 
no indecent looks, no; nor yet one evil thought, 
are tolerated for a moment to the diſciple of ee 
Chriſt He would be, if he . and he 
becauſe he cannot, in this life, be all holineſs Tod 
perfection. 'Thus, tho* no part or cauſe of his falration 
depends upon what is done by him or what is done 
in him; yet he deſires to abound in all rhe fruits LAY 
faith, which are by Chriſt Jeſus, io the praiſe a 
glory of God. And if theſe things be '$ how can any 
preſume to Pry < That the dotrines of os are 
prigyant TY Moy $2 


£4 5 - 6 7 4 - 431 p "11 *S 


_ | "CHAP. XV. 7 af n 
2 Chrian's cu e Dipreſed 


T7 "HE ends of the nine eee 
1 care and ſympathy for each other; and fo 
have the members of the church of Chrift, which 
is his ſpiritual body. They cannot know of the 
ſorrow and trials of a brother's ſoul, -without ſome 
concern of ſpirit, or feeling uf compaſſion. © | 

: Godly conference and difcourſe are often rel 
| dered the means of comfort and relief. The Lord 
indeed. uſually-works in this 8 that his people 
may ſee it to be their greatet privilege duty 

thus to help each other's faith, and fo of our 
partakers of his j This mutual regard an 
aſſiſtanee tend alſo ace. the flock of Chriſt, and 
to make them more and more dear to each other. 
For want of this, many con — are — 
ern ſheep, unaffeionate, 


Care - 
1 } 
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. oe of. their brethren's true bappines, and 


_ Þrof ity. 
3 be the wal. or the Galen the word 
xes of God are the appointed help and 
28 which muſt chiefſy be uſed and applied. 
955 word will not relieve the troubled mind; 
22 deed muſt be the word of man. Befides, 
85 a ence Aae that chis word hath been bleſſed 
e ſouls of his diſtreſſed people, when all _ 
"Wires ve failed. 
as. 5. blefling muſt end foods Pinay N 
0 all all. diſcourſ ſes, 11 prin un, ſhould at leaſt be 
ended in prayer. in the prayer, the 
trouble all be ü Beben which the previous diſ- 
courſe did nat ſeem in the leaſt to remove. 
Tlhbere is not a, poſfible caſe of diſtreſs into which 
OC: believer can fall, but there is ſomething in the 
ly ſcripture which can meet ĩt. It is the wiſdom, 
en, of a gracious perſon,” in all conferences with 
the _—_ to , ore of n 2 
mor in his that out of it mk 
2 to draw what may tend, under God's bar. 
ro remove or to leſſen che trial. 8 
here the body ag well as foul is ellis, pro. 
r remedies muſt be "adminiſtered - to both, 921 
. Ae to the latter, that it may; be encoura 
1a oppoſe the frailer and the weaker. part. 1 
de a caſe of fickneſs, the mind above all 38 
dal be attended to; for if that be well, it wall 


4 not only enable the perſon th. bear the other better, 


but it will have this noble cordial within, that 
all Gall be well at the laß. It is an abominable 
| wickedneſs in ſome phyſicians, that they order all 


religious diſcourſe out of the chambers of the ſick 


* the dying, leſt i it ſhould lower the ſpirits (as 
wy OG and perplex the mind. Are the a | 


. 
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en to be deceiyed into death, if they are ignorant 
98 God: and falvation? Or, if they know God, are 
they to have no comfort of his word, when they 
have moſt occaſion for it? It is equally wicked ts 
flatter with life, when death itſelf is at the very door. 
I remember a man; who ſeemed to have ſome 
ſerious impreſſions from N diſcourſe, under 
a near proſpect. of dying; but when a deceiving 
phy ſician had affared Ki Bim of his recovery, he 
Wu a alt concerns for heaven, receiv with 
mention of the ſtate of his ſoul, and 
| vs pry with — an idle compan Pape 2 in 2 
very 41 455 of that night in which he fell ſpeech 
lels and and Did not ſuch e LT 
what he 0 to the murder of a ſoul ?. And i is not 
Wis the worlt of cruelty? 
| Certainly, religious diſcourſes at ſi h ſeaſons 
ſhould not be thruſt in at random, but by diſcreet 
perſons, or (if they can be had) by pious miniſters, 
who will neither be too long at one time in their 
attentians, nor offer what may be unſuitable ter 
Peetinent: 
When the ſoul, is relieved and conſoled, every 
one knows, how much jt will ſometimes contribute 
8 tothe health of wo body. oF Ba it Mp 7 Will 
7 to remove the m this world; ſure 
in the acts of faith an Abe comfort which. | ich 
brings, it is the more meet to aſcend up to an 
ſhould, a chriſtian; go off thoughtleſs and 
fd to.celebrate the marrings- longer | in heaven? 
All trials and troubles are meant to take out the 
droſs from the chriſtian, By grace, they have 
this effect, more or leſs, throughout his li * od: 
all his diftreſſes likewiſe, are exactly proportioned 
to his need of them, The laſt refinement is in 
death, through which, he is perfectly cleanſed and 
R purified 
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_ from every ruption, and removed 
enjoy that x 8 e void of fort mY 
to all + "Io FUL 3-5 il n 1 
6. vb $5. 72 4 321 121 Kine TITS. 77 -» 
065 LIN „ 11 At; RIDE e * £- 111 1501 a or” 
Se . Fond 1 E H A'P. 77 XVI. . ener | 
If av uy, {& iin th aten on?! 
Dil 


f T. ig the expreſs "<otilnatid er Oed, Tho" Gab 
1 8 the biary head, "aid boner the face of 


and fear thy" God. The experience, 


ela u 
ity, and. "wiſdom, frequent! in old 
15 veneration; and r theſe 
oy in ſome meaſure wanting, che infirmities and 
inquietudes of that ſtate call upon people of 
. ee to abound in . e towards 5 
therk.”. Bi. 


anations and — — of cireum - 
2 ro which/no books could'poſſibly 
e given e. 4 LS ' 
"Tor this 1 eanndt meet an aged — ren 
eſpecially ' if 777 be infirm, without feeling ſome 
And emotions of heart towards him; theſe 
ure always heightened by an anxious . if it 


appear pear that he hath not yet felt any true concern 
hi 


mſelf. All this may be mere — it is | 
true; but, however, I do not wiſh to ſuppreſs it. 
I be gray hairs of the aged call aloud upon 
then; 'and + through them to all men, Prepare 10 
_ meet your God. . c once, 
of death at hand of eternity to come. 


But 
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But the antient chriſtian is eſpecially to be con- 
fidered as a venerable: pile, reſpecting his ſoul, 
— 1 in a long cpurſe of grace fur the habita- 

God himſelf. The 1 in Chriſt, 
2 due, Him who is from the beginn 
be. revered, conſulted, (if r Werbe, 
by the younger brethren upon all occaſions. 

The apoſtle, encouraging this tribute of 


10 the'aged, exhorts, nen 4 


Him as 4 father, even when; his conduct ſhould be 
ſuch, as is not to be approved.) It theſe have tried 
grace and long experience, 55 bavt ahbfincreufing 
natural Weakneſs and numberleſs infirmities, by 
Which, it will ne age if in ſome — 
hey ſhould. be, overborne. < Could: a 
a very large portion of grace, e — | 
— _ for a can, 5 ie to: be duubted, GED 
Wou better; though n 
is not to be dou the that. — ear — 
Na ener d. Mina NI 


Ne e wb 6 85 OE 5 - gon? 
_ 11 47 9 Ye L403 Yo aki NN 
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Nn dle fay, That the gene eaſe 

ir due unte Children, He meant, that nothing 
Would paſs before their fight, which might either 
lead them 1 . vices in them. 
There is no nee gloom in an the N 
of 1 True ſeriouſneſs wants * and is 
very foreign to it in its nature. It is particular 
unneceſſary to indulge this fullen and — 
humour of the natural heart (for it is ſeldom little 
better) before youth, or , children. Ther is an 


R 2 eaſy ' | 


wt. a 48. owe oo on er 
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5 —— confiſteat with grace and the 


ood fenſc, and very remote from all filly levi 
ought torefidein-achriſtian'sheart; and whi 


MW — particularly upon occaſion to youn 
37 * . They are to be drawn by b cor of 


is, with natural affections; and though 


N ; it is not in man's power to render them truly 


us, yet ſurely religion ought not to appear 
e chem, or any body elſe, as a pdor miſerable, 


= ” dreadful thing, like a ghoſt; to frighten them hs 


from her. They ſhould'ſce, as Lu 7 e 
dhe example of real chriſtians, That 3 of 
thing) 


1 religion mo true wwi/fom, which is the Poo 


+ « 
| * 


pleaſaiitne/3, and ail ber paths ar- 
may indeed be found very on plentifatly-:it 


. 


* but There is not one 72 ele 72 
» Ai the tea) orb exereiſe ge prick 


bor ith tendency is . che natural [alien 
F I 462?0yob vo 03 fon i - 
The 3 gires this mild an gentle invita- 
ye children, hearkets unto me: I will teach 
— I EW is Sings which he 
t. „ee - ngs, which he 
GRE ſets before the 18 x 
Our Lord's — do chil his above all 
comment. He gave an example of good-will and 
itenderneſs,- in this deſpect, which not the A 
and: wiſeſt of his diſciples _ think Wen 
wife or ton great to follow. 
The. Hncereſt faithfulneſs: va their fouls is con- 
; > 1h) the greateſt good nature to their 
ſobs; nay; wa cannot be truly ood nature 
chem, unleſs we are faithful. Inſtruction, even in | 
the) beſt things,” muy. be ſet before them iu an in- 
iti form; and, dyn little gracious ſkill, the 
f left * how! b an inte reſt und 
* 22 con- 


1 


KEMEMBRANCER. 10 


concern, they have in them. If Ged is pleaſed: to 
ſecond the inſtruction by giving them a true fight 
of themſelves; it is a known caſe, that they will 
love and honor thoſe, who gave the inſtruction, as 
long as they live. And if God doth not bleſs ijt 
to the defired end, yet the piety and well-meant 
kindneſs, of the inſtructor! will not fail of their 
- approbation and reſpect; for none can.chuſe but 
love thoſe, wha; ſhew any real: or ,difintereſtefl 
regard for themſelves, Beſides, who can tell, that 


the ſeed now ſown in early age, though it ſeem: | 


buried and forgotten far many years, may not, in 
the ſecret workings of God, be brought. forward 
into life at ſome future time? There are man 
inſtances of perſons, who have been bleſſed by 
inſtructions received in younger days, who appeared 


to have forgotten God, their inſtructors, them» * 


ſelves, and every thing elſe that was good, foravery 
long portion of their Hed: Loew 1 an 
Sin may be checked, ney puniſhed, and yet the 
ſinner be loved. The finner ſhall love in return 
when he perceives, that love oceaſioned the-correc- 
tion, or rather, that there would have been no cor- 
rection but from love. It is the ſame in a higher 
caſe: Whom the Lord loverh be chaflenethb he 
will not do this, but for thoſe who are truly his 
1 very much their own fault, if there be nat 
great weight in the conduct of parents and friends 
with young perſons and children. Theſe, it ſhould 
be remembered, hear their words; but they watch 
their example. If the doctrine and life be the 
ſame thing, they will regard the former for the 
ſake of the latter, with reverence: If the preceptor 
divide them, it is uſual for them to deſpiſe both, 


ws THE CHR IS TITAN 


| and to treat him with cenſure, or mercy! im 


3 the bargain. / f 5 
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| Ouch Daach ue. Friends 


125 was the fa ying of s man, he had 1o# all bis 
f children an Tal his ſubſtance, and who found 
not one true friend to offer him the leaſt true com- 
fort; Naked came I into the world, and naked 
mall I go out: The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away; bleſſed be he name of the Lord. 
. + This is the refignation of a believer. He refers 
every thing to the will and work of God; and, 
having nothing of his own but fin, and nothing 
by — but fin, all he hath, being by 
bounty and favour, ſhould be freely offered up to 


'v the diſpoſal of the Giyer. This confideration in- 


deed, af by itſelf and alone, would not ſatisfy him; 
but there is another which ought, and, being ſet 
home-upon his heart by'grace, moſt certainly will: 
All providences, whether pleaſant or trying, 
ſhall ara together for good to them that love and 
fear God. When God loves, and loves for the 
beſt end; and when God contrives, and contrives. 
_ enly the. beſt means; why is the mind of any 
chriſttan overcharged with diſquietude and lamen- 
tation, with murmuri ng or ſorrow ? Doth he not 
2 much as ſay by it, Father, not thy will, but — 
my own be done! 
4 1 have loſt a friend,“ ſays ſome anxious mine; 
But who took that friend? Was it not the God, 
— e him? And hath. he taken more than his 


And, if a friend, hath he not ag” 
| im 


thou thyſelf hopeſt to live for ever? And is it 


to bemoan its deliverance from grief, and its pof- 
ſeſſion of ? Or, rather, is it not the ſelfiſh 


— 


him to the beſt advantage? And is it not thy 
great privilege, after the — — of ſuch an one 
in this deplorable world, to 
in a better? Beſides, chriftian, - thou haſt neither 
looſt thy God, nor thy friend; no, nor yet will 
they ever loſe thee. Thy friend, at the utmoſt, is 
but ſurrendered, not ſunk, and ſhall be found again 
with — 
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ive and be with him. 


Pray then againſt the over-ſtrong 
impreſſions of carnal ſenſe; for all this is the ſtri- 
ving of animal life, of mere fleſh and blood, agaĩnſt 
God; and deſire thou to find thy will in the divine 
will alone. Be filent when it ſtrikes, contented: 
when it denies, thankful when it gives, reſigned 
when it takes away. It is not the gold in the 
furnace which bubbles and froths upwards, but 
the droſs and the ſcum. _ V3:-1t $07 ran 

I have loſt a child,” ſays another: But aſk 
thau, Who hath found him? Is it not that gra- 
cious Redeemer, who called little children unto- 
himſelf when upon earth, and who gave them the 
higheſt of benedictions? Hath not this child 
eſcaped a thouſand evils and miſeries and fins, 
which it muſt have undergone or committed, had 
it lived longer among the miſerable finners of this 
world? And doth it not enjoy unutterable happi- 
neſs with thine own beſt Friend, with whom alſo 


worthy of thy love to thy child thus: exceſſivel 


working of thine own too much empaſſioned heart, 
which ſeeketh its own pleaſure more than thy 
child's happineſs, and thine own will more than 
God's? I believe, if thou examineſt cloſely, thou 
wilt find ſomething of this within thee : But, how» _ 
ever, be it what-it may, it ought not to be . 0 
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Is > no uit of hib; and it wall render no com- 
furt ge thy Lt. 2 
4 have loſt a wife, or an huſband, the-wiry- 
defire of mine eyes, the outward comfort of my 
life, and my greateſt outward fupport.''—I would 
not day, Do not feel any grief, but do not grieve 
beyond meaſure. Nature may ſuffer for its own' 
laſs; it may ſuffer for the loſſes of others; be- 
cauſe nature is feeble, impatient, and blind, eſpe Io 
cially/in ſpiritual things, and makes all its N 
ings from the outwar ſenſes.” To ſay to nature, 
that gains where ſhe loſes, will never com- 
fort her ; and to ſay to perſons, who are at any 
time gr under the affeſtions of nature, or more 
under, her impreſſions than under thoſe of grace, 
that their ſouls may profit where their bodies have 
loft, will be dull news, which can ſcarce find a 
hearing. The appeal, then, muſt be to grace it - 
ſelf; and nature, if not quite ſhut out, muſt at 
eat} and nearer the door. When and where 

is much ſtrengthened and quickened, nature 
is ſubmatted; ſubdued, and quieted, from her tumult 
and uproar. And, therefore, under theſe trials it 
is, that it may c be ſeen in- believers, how 
ſtrong or weak t is in the Lord. I knew 
a pious and ex in, now with God, who, 
Withlas much natural tenderneſs of heart as ever 


for her huſhand as perhaps i it is poſſible for human 
nature to feel for ond every way worthy. of her, 
received the account of his fickne(s and death, with- 
out a murmur or a groan, and with only ſome filent 
tears, which ſhewed the greatneſs of her natural 
loſs, the ſenſe of her partner's gain, and the ſtrong 
and lively hope which filled her ſoul, of living with 
1 in a bliſsful eternity. 1 law this 5 


1 and beautiful n of the power of, grace, 
and was convinced by it, how much above all the 
ſickneſs and feebleneſs of nature it can: riſe, and 
triumph, and glorify God. Chriſtian, couldeſt 
thou — ſeen this: gracious — as I. - ih 
it Would have taught thee, u 
moyrn and bewail the ſame The of 10. — bow 
to live upon God; not without a feeling, for that 
i 5 brutal 1 but without being ſtunned or 
upificd in the uſe of grace by the n of 
Bature. ' : 
But, excellentas. this example is, thous and I have 
a more ſure. word of teſtimony to truſt in, that 
we may t the better of our natural loſſes, and ſor- 
rows. ho gathered all the fathers, will. 
[gather us ta the fathers. i in his glory. If our rela- 
tives, our deareſt relatives, be & ad as to this world, 
they now thank God, that they ate ſo; and we 
may be reminded of the promiſe. of our gracious | 
Saviour, which aſſures us, that, reſf ting our ſouls 
and the ſouls of all the faithful, they never ſhall, 
they never can, ſo much as. , or — death. _ 
Why then ſhoutd we ſorrow, as thoſe who have 
mo hope? We ought to be aſhamed, of: our ſelſiſh 
grief and to beſeech of God, that he would at 
leaſt turn it into t il; refignation, if not into 
que: and joy. God hath, wonderfully leute 5 
his people in all their extremities j and, if thou 
art one of them, Why not thee? The youn eſt 
child may claim his father's: bounty and "djefing Ky 
though he may not be entitled to ſo large a 
as the firſt· born. Truſt then in the Lord; —=S | 
le him to ſtill in thy heart all the paſſionate 
rplexing tempeſts of diſordered nature. 
ke intended effect of theſe ſolemn diſpenſations 
to thyſelf is, to wean thee from n and to is 
thy 


* 
* 
* 


* 
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ö thy 


vor 'T H E CHRISTIAN 


face towards heaven, There thou haſt "many 
Mielids indeed, and one great Friend above al 


Who can never be loſt; nor can the others, when 


met, be ſeparated from thee again. They are thy | 
Friends, in that holy and unchanging region, not 
for ſuch a ſhadow of à moment as thy time is here, 


but for a bliſsful eternity. With what tranſport 


4 
3 
+B 


* 
c 


- 


= - <bringitheir ſouls back again into elay. i T ; 
sa noble ſaying of one over à dear de- 


1 
— 
. 1 * > 
A o -” 4 =» : 
Ag 


* 


heaven itſelf, and be 


malt chou, one day, aſcend to them: with what 
eeſtaſy will they univerſally receive thee! The 
very forefight'of chis joy throws into contempt all 
the poor affairs of this world. But O what ſhall 
*the' poſſefivii'to! Could the poſiibility of deſcend- 
ing again to earth, as earth now is, enter the views 
-of the ſaints in glory; it would throw a damp into 
| ir their ' unſpeakable Joys. 
And yet this is-almoſ{; if not quite, the wiſh” and 
defire of every one, who murmurs at the departure 

f chriſtian friends; or-who would, if they eduld, 


— 1 111 
o 


tte friend: „ There he Hes (ſays he) and with 
im all my worldly comfort; but yet if the moving 
24 bring bin life” again ; wirhour 
ithe vim of my God, I would not be the mover of 
Aba ſtraey for u chohſand worlds.“ 


* * 
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"CHAP. Xx. 
& 2 Recellin Fl this third Part in Projer to God. 


0 MV heavenly Faches * 1 calmly. look 
back upon my conduct to others in this 
world, and — how fadly I have failed in — 
my known duties to men, againſt thy holy wo 
and againſt the peace of my ſoul ; I am humbled 
tothe "uſt before thee. I have nothing to ſay for 
myſelf, but, with thy prophet, Uaclean ] unclean! : 
L have not loved my 1 as Lought; becauſe. 
I have not prayed for its beſt welfare, as I ought. 
Intent enough. i have been upon its vuin-glory, its 
dutward pomp, and carnal - te ney 4 but-O how 
little have I been earneſt with thee for the greateſt 


Pf all bleffings, that, religion and piety might 


flouriſſp in the land, without which no true ape 

1 or welfare can be Dons Mi ; 
.* T humbly implore thy ble 0g upon ey orereign, 
his family,” — his government; beſeeching ches 
to grant, with all outward: good, the inward mer- 
cies of thy grace, and, in thy due time, the life for 
evermore. Pardon me alſo for 157 ane of my 
duty on this account. * 2 Fa 1555 

In obeying thoſe, whom provi nce 

ſer over ne, Ore teach me to fee bs I may beſt obey 
thee, and g goodneſs for a juſt governy 
ment, good laws, 8 all the liberties 1 enjoy. If 
thoſe in authority ſeem to fall into errors (for what 
man is he that finneth not!) keep my tongue from 
reviling, and direct my heart into praying for 
them, that thy wiſdom may rectify what human 
ene _ not apprehend or foreſee. Deliver 
2 me 


- kf Grant me tai 


2; THE CHRISTIAN 


me from ſedition and ſelfiſhneſs, from all the evils 
_ of political paſſion : and reſentment ; and give pence, 
I beſeech thee, in my time, O Lord! 


unable me to conduct myſelf towards thy church, 


thy miniſters, and all who 4 to know thee, fo 


as to give no juſt cauſ? of offence in any thing to 


man. I pray thee to heal ail diviſionz l 
thy children, which may bring ſad and dee 
proach on thy 1 — 4 or lay diſmal ſnares Te 
. n the ways of men. O that they 
ag tlove and pity each other, conſidering what 
infinitely tendet pity and love thou baſt TE" rg 
Lerchen. b 2 Jing 1121 Wh. #171 
Help, O belp me 10 fil Aren my bees in 
"Uife)to thy honor and glory, and forgive me, in the 
numberleſt inſtances wherein I have failed. Let 


the' blood of Jeſus cleanſe me from all my; ſins to 


others; and do thou forgive, as thou | cnabled 


me to forgixe,: all their tran 1 againſt my 
ures of grace in 


days to come, that may raiſe" thee more and 


more throughout 
and thus live and Bo the edification of e 


and above all to thy glory. 


* 


er des om aft unreaſonable and Faithleſs | 
- Frief, when thou art pleaſed, with equal mary 


and goodneſs, to remove the. friends of m 
or the outward comforts of my life. Enab = * 
.. give then up without reſerve to thee, knowing 


0 god ching ſhall be loſt either for tbem or 


myſelf, but that all thin ings ſhall work together for 
our mutual, our real, and our everlaſting good. 


l OE theſe hopes, help me to be more and 
re purified from all uncleauneſs of fleſh and of 
= and to endeavour even to perfect holineſs in 


nas Lord, I am a: feeble. — 


| 


ife and converſation, 
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and of mine own ſelf can do nothing that is good: © 
O do thou therefore work in me to will and to do 
of thy good pleaſure, that I may neither be bar- 
ren nor unfruitful in thy word or work among the 
children of men. Help me to bear wrongs pa- 
tiently, to ſpeak every truth meekly, to | 
as much as poſſible my whole conduct unblameably, 
with reſpect to others, that thy holy name may 
exalted, and they themſelves be encouraged to 
ſeek the ways of thy ſalvation. 8 
O Lord, I give up myſelf, all I have and all I 

am, into thy bleſſed protection; beſeeching thee to 
do for me and for mine, in all reſpects and at all 
times, exceeding abundantly above all that I can 
aſk or think, for the ſake of Chriſt Jeſus, my Lord 
and my God; to whom with Thee, O Father, and 
Thee, O bleſſed Spirit, Three Perſons, in one and 
- the ſame Jehovah, be all honor, grace, and glory 

| aſcribed, now and for evermore. Amen, 
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